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Publishers* SnnounceinenU 



To Thv (PItl SeiihrM of Jhtifs (%Huiith ''"#/ The PaUlr. in 

Il is tln» iiitoiilitm of the )>ivblislu*rs to prt^si^nt an aivunite 
and brief aecount of the settlement, growtli and advance- 
irient of our county. StJitisties are dry reading for the aver- 
age i)erson, and way be found in carefully prepared public 
dcK'Uiuents. We only use such as are necessary to verity 
sjHK^ific statements. Believing that a work compiled from the 
njiiTJitives of those of the early settlers who yet remain with 
us, but whose ranks are IxH-oniing .broken and wavering, 
and will pnne UH»stinter<.'st4ng reading to the thousands who 
are.t4Klay enjoying the fruits <»f their early toil, and having 
the greatest rc*s|Mvt for the memories of the ])ast« as well as 
for the pailiciiKints in the various processes and stirring 
events which liave wrought such wondrous changes in this 
beautiful and fertile county of ours, manifest by a compari- 
son of the conditions existing a half century ago with tlie 
immediate present; and believing that it is only by awaken- 
ing an interest in, and encouraging investigation of the nu- 
mei*ous striking incidents of real life yet stored in the minds 
of the few remaining ones of the ]>)cmeer period, that those 
valuable mementoes of the past may be preser\-ed from ob- 
livion we have c-ompiled this work and hen»by wish to ae- 
ro"^ knowledge our indebtedness and in sonu" degree exprc^ss our 
"^ ap])n*ciation of the kindnessof Hon. J. B. Newberry, Clark 
T Wix, S. C. Stuitevant, Judg<» C. I. Robords Judge B;irtlett, 
^C. C. BlankenbcK-ker. Pi-of. L. B. Allison, Judge C- P. Box- 
', ley, John Divinny, Ed. S. Austin andoth«»rs who ha ve great- 
3Ty assisti^ us in our work by submitting invaluable articles, 
cHH»minis<*ences, etc. And further desiring to cultivate more 
^friendly and fraternal relations among those who have en- 
J4lured the trials and enjoyed the pleaspres incident to pioneer 
o lif«* and ejirly citizenship in our beloved 'county: We do most 
"B resj^ectfully dedic^ite this work to The Old Settlers* Society 
5 of Bates County. 

H. O. Maxey. ♦ P^Wishers. 
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PREFACE. 

The compiler^ in pivi^ring this work, have sought to ob- 
tain only authentic narratives, and have dili;B:entty searched 
the obtainable records for all such fai*t« as in their jod^pe- 
ment are germane to a brief and n^liable history of our county. 

Believing that the county is the nucleus of our govern- 
ment, and that at least in some degi^ea a knowledge of its 
history is imperative tothehigliest conception 4^fcitixi»nsliip; . 
we have prepared a history which wo believe will be inter- 
esting as to fact» and which will be made entertaining by a 
recital of the experiences of its pioneers. 

The history of Bates County commences with the estab- 
lishment of Harmony Mission, and mny be dividcnl into four 
I>eriods, vii: — 

I Period, Settlement: 1H21 to IdOii. 

n Period, War; 'i860 to 186a. 

m Period, Recuperation: 1865 to 187a 

IV Period, Development; 1870 to 190ii. 

Periods I to III are proper subjects for the attention 
of the historian: the IV i)eriod is but begun. First Pe- 
riod embraces thirty-nine of the seventy-eight years which 
have elapsed since the founding of the first settlement^ and 
to it belong the interesting stories of pioneer life; its prii'a- 
tions and its joys: its hardships, its excitements and its bliss; 
its labors and its pleasures. And great were the changes 
its years brought to pass. Broad prairies, whose limits the 
eye could not trace, one great mass of luxurient vegetation 
which grew in wild and tangled profusion: gloomy forests 
whose somber shades were scarce dispelled by the noon-day 
sun, theidealhomeof beasts of prey: within thirty-nine years 
from the time of the founding of the first white si^ttleuient^ 
both wood and prairie ucknowltnlged the jxiwer 4)f the ccm- 
queror. 

The first settlements were made along the mstny water- 
courses, as we find it to be the case in all countries. There 
the hardy pioneer found material to build his rud<^ but serv- 
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Irahlo ;iml sul>st:in1i«'il dwollin^r iUicl foiu-o liis tioKls. Tliu 
fort»sts also offonnl pn»ttH'1i<ni from Xho stoiius whicii 8Wi»pt 
ju-n>s.s tno uiibrokoii oxpjins*» of jwairiiM?. 

TIh^ tii*st M»ttlers \vi»iv from Virginia. Kentucky. Tonnes- 
S4H^ and other s4»utliorn states, many of whom had before sot- 
tleil in older |>orti<ms of tlie stilts* and were attrm'ted to tins 
MH-tum by the stor^' of its n<"h S4)ll and equable climate. 

T1m» devi*loj>ment of the si»ttl«»ments was iiot rapid, owlu^ 
to tile iLrn^at distamn^ fnmi marki^t and the slow and tedious 
jntHn^ss of frri^ntin^ in su)>]>li4»s. but the pioneer is not u 
man to be t»asily discourap'd and he went stui'dily on wit-h 
iiis wt>rk. and his wants w« re few outside of what the re-. 
souixm-s of the country affordinl him. It is a matter of con- 
gratulation that he was but little troubled by tlie Indian, 
wht>se hunting .m*ounds he nsuiixnl. But few hvXs of dejire- 
dation werennnmittid by the red man, and not a single ai^t- 
taek was made un a white settlement. The woods also, ap- 
jH»ar to have i>een esjxH-ially fre<* from ferocious or really 
dan;rert>us animals, althou^ii ;hey abounded in ^ me and af- 
V fordinl nire .s]K>i*t f(n* the hunter. 

While the white man tirst came t(^ this county in 1821, the 
tide <»f emigration did n«>t turn in this dirix'tion until nearly 
twenty yeai*s later. Prom that time until the breaking out 
of the Civil AVar was the ron\ colonial jxTiod. The story of 
]>«*ricMl I is a .story of trials anid hardshi]).s, but also one of 
)n'ojrn»s.s. PeritKl 11 is a tale of sorrow, t>f teri*or and of re- 
tn^;rivssion. The tidal wave of a night swih.»i>s away the 
mighty ciiy which taxe<l the ingenuity of man to rear in a 
hundn-d years! The bliglit of the Civil War almost wii>ed 
out till' n»sults of thiity-nine years of weary toil. 

Although the camjwiign of IHVJ showinl the .southern sym- 
jKithizers U> U* ov4»rwhehningly in the majority, tlicre were 
a gcKKlly numb<»r who refused to taike u]> arms against the 
FtHlerjil government. There were no regular engagements 
f<mglit in tlie county, Imt Ixn-dcM- ruffians and bushwhackers 
left a tniil of bhwhl on thefair ))ag<»of cmr hist4)ry. Tocheck 
thes4M>ntnigt»s, H«>mi» («uards were organized and did good 
work in c|UeHing the lawh^ss eienient. It was onl}% howev- 
t er. in the towns that adiMiUate ]n*otiH.'ti(m ci>uld bc» afforded, 

I ' and after a s«^rii*s of rol)beries and mui*d<»rs the greater part 

of the .<ettleis left tl'.eir fain:s, and thousands of aciTs of f#»r- 
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tile luiid were ;i)Iuwed to ri'turn to tlieir wild stsit**. Tiie pe- 
riod closes ^ith ruin aud desolation showing black Hml^rnin 
on every side. 

The clO:»e of the wair stopjied actual hostilities, but left 
many bitter fends, some frf \rhieh histi^l for j'ears. "WIm^u 
the militia was witlidrawu, th«^ disorganized civil ^sovem- 
•meut was almost over|H»wenHl in its stru;?^]e with this tur- 
bulent element, and it was nvX until l««tt that any consider- 
able number of tlie refu;ri*es returned to their ruined Im>uk^ 
steads. Many never relunuHU And their lands reverted to 
the government. Slowly the i*ou;;h jdaces were smoollM*d 
over; liouses were built and fields re<*]iMmed. Law and or- 
der triumph^^d. and pro$n>'ss once more took n]> its onward 
march. Then came tlie rush (»f immi^n^ition, lar>;ely from 
tlie east and north, and new life was infuse<l int4i both business 
and social affairs. Durin«r the latter half of this ]K*riod i>Ih»- 
nominal pro^rress was made. 

Period IV finds our county fully settled, ready lo ent4*r on 
a long period of develo|)ment. The large traHs of comuMNis, 
which had heretofore fumishcHl jKisturage an<l hay for tlM» 
community adjacent, passed under private ownership, and 
our prairies lost their identity. Citi«*s and towns filled up 
and new ones were establishtnl. This was an era «if niilr^Kid • 
building, (on .paper) and some of these projects have left un- 
pleasant memories. In the s(*vonties. goods were fnHght(*d 
fi'om Appleton City and Pleasant Hill, Missouri, and La- 
Cygne, Kansas. With the exception of the Missouri, Kan- 
sas & Texas which tonched the south-east comer, the county 
was without railroad facilitii^ until her great cosil fields were 
develoi>ed in 18si>. Since that time a gnnit indu.stiy iras 
been carried on. 

As to the tlioroughness with which we have covered tin* 
ground thus briefly sketdwHl. we leave the generous reader 
to judge. 
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MIS80UU1. 

Sk'i-lrh ttf Slah' Uisfarij iu ISJI^ Ultrii Coutihj History AV- 

lu €>nU»r tliat \w. as Historiaiis-if wo 1x' i>«M*iiiitt4.Hl to u«e 
llif titlo — may faithfuny jxirtray tlio woiulerful and unex- 
aiii]k]<*d cli»Y«»loi>ui«»nt of l>;it«'s Cmiiity. and satisfy the e'en* 
ditit»ns iiij)K>^Hl by 4»ui'si^lvt»s. it is ntti'ssary to brit»tly sketch 
thi' history of tliat jKirt of tho torrit4>ry wt^st of the Mississip- 
2*! Kiver. whirii now const it uti*s the ^ivat St4ite of Missouri, 
and of which Bates County — our p;irticular care — has as va- 
ritMl. thrilling and interesting a story as any i>art thereof. 

Lonir. ion^ years iK^f<ire tht' sound of the ax was heard in 
the fort*sts* or the waters of the lak4\-> and rivers were dis- 
X tur^KHi by the white Qian\s canoe, the Indian n>auied over 

the prairies. ]>itch<Ml his rude camp in the forests, and fish- 
«»d in the wati^r-i -undislurl>»Hl by traders, **fire water," or 
hom(*sis*kers: li\ insr his jtrimitive life with few wants, and 
th;>>«» wants e:L<ily sup]>^ied i>y the btmntiful pi*oducts of Na- 
tun*. ever ready to be iratheriHl. and without money or price. 

This 4-cnditi«m .of things remaininl entirely unbi'oken until 
iri41. wiien KernamlodeSoto, that Prince of Spanish explor- 
ers and adventurers. (In his vain and fatal search for gold, 
was incited t:> insietrate fnrtlier and further into the un- 
known wildenii^ss. by the stories i>f inexbaustable supplies 
of irolJ to be found, told him by the Indians.) reached, with 
a ]iart of his followers, tlie bsinks of the Mississippi, and 
i-ri>sse<l over into Missouri near what is now New. Madrid 
c^iuuty. and continuing his s**arch travelt*d westwardly across 
the south«*m jKirt of the state and then .simth into what is 
now Arkanssis. 

His expl«>ntticms in this p.4rt of the <*ountry, however, 

aniounttHl to nothiu«r m<»re than furnishing Spain with a 

V claim to the territory which it was never able to make good, 

Imh-jiusi* the Siiiinianls did not follow De Soto's work by any 

effort to colonize, until the ctmntry lM»re was settled by the 
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subjects uf aiMHber power. 

Not until mone than one hundred years after DeSoto was 
liere, have we ^ny record of this country having been visited 
by aiMther white man. 

A French TioUeman, Jauies Marquette, part soldier, pari 
priest» inspi/ed by a lofty desire to carry Christianity to the 
red man; ir 167S, accompanied by Louis Joliet and some few 
others, wrs the second white main to set foot on what is now 
Missouri soiL He and his companions floated, in canoes, 
down the Mississippi as far as the mouth of the Arkansas, 
andretuminiptothe French settlements intlie north, gave 
such a glowing account of the country they had visited; its 
mighty rivers, abundac€*e of game and docile Indians, that 
Robert De La Salle was fired with u desire to explore tbii 
country further and take possession of so promising a terri- 
tory for his master, Lauis XIV of France. 

Accordingly, in 16:^2 he organized an expedition for thL» 
purpose and, reaching the Mississippi, descended it to its 
mouth aud formally took possession of all the temtoiy d«^iQ- 
ed by it and its tributaries and named the entire country 
Louisiana. Therefore the French were the first to take pos- 
session of this territory, and the first to thorouglily explore 
it. 

In ITiCi anotlier ])arty of French ascended tlie Missouri to 
tlie vicinity of what is now Jackson county, and in 1719 the 
country was crossed by them fram the Ossige to the north- 
west part of the present state: and from this time exploring 
and trading expeditions were numerous througliout the en- 
tire country^ 

But the country was still claimed by Spain and in 1720 tlie 
Spaniards made one futile effort to wrest it from the French, 
by sending out an expedition which was betrayed by its 
guides to hostUe Indians, but it served to arouse tlie I«>elich 
who now sent troops into the country and built a fort some- 
where on tlie Missouri near the moutli of Grand River, but 
these people were soon aifter killed by the Indians and tliis 
settlement abandoned 

The fur trade and hunting were vigorously continued, hut 
no effort to settle or hold the country was again made until 
about 1735 to 45 when a settlement was made at St. Gene- 
vieve, in the eastern i>art of tlie state on the Mississippi lliv- 
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€*r. iitsir iIm* sill* of tin* town uX pn*s4?iit iKsiriu^ tliat 112111H*. 

This settlpmeiit wais nwd** by si i>aniy of Pivm -li iniuers un- 
der the dinK'tioii of u wealthy French mine oj)ei*iitorf Re- 
nault whoc^oi^ :icros.s the river in a vain search for ^M 
and silver, but in their search they did find valuable h^ad de- 
)K>sit45. and procured t4» ere<*t smelters, and mine and smelt 
the ore. France furnished them a ready market for all the 
lead they could produce, and the • 'Father of Waters** was 
the jrreat hi«fhway on which th«*ir boats mi^rht carry it down 
to Xew Orleans t4) be there ship]KHl to Pi"an<M». The im))ort- 
anc*» t>f this industry <'aus<*il nnmU-rs of settlers to flo?k hei-e 
and St. CJ«»nevievf» scKin l><*<'::inie a phw4» of no mean impor- 
lanc<». Hut in 1 ThT) the ori^rinal town was destroyed by an 
€>v**rflow 01 tin* Mississippi and the new town was built up 
wliere it now is. 

The next imjKirtant s<»ttlement was made at St. Louis in 
IKH. Pierre I-#4iclede, a French fur ti-ader, selected this 
filKit, for the <>stablishmentof his trading post, because of 
its excellent facilities for communication Mith the Indians of 
the West and North-west and also because it was a convenient 
]>lace from which to ship his furs to New Orleans to Jiarket. 
About the time Laclede was founding St. Louis, Blan- 
chette was enacting rude buih1in.cs and trading with *the In- 
dians at the s]x>t on which 8t. Charles now st^tnds. It was 
first calhHl Village of the Hills, and at this place and in the 
territory tributary to it iK*currecl most of the Indian troubles 
and massiM*res whicth wej»e attendant upon the settlement of 
this state. 

But just at this time came the decisive battle of Quebec 
wiiich ftnv«Ml Franc**? to disix>s4' of practically all of herterri- 
tory in North America and in the re-an-angement of lx>unda- 
ries all the country w*est of the Mississippi that had been 
claimed by France was given to Spain and tliereby Missouri 
iHH^'ime undisputiKl 8))anish teiTitory. But Spain sent noof- 
ticials to take charge •>f the civil affairs until 1770 and the 
Fi*ench so heanily disliking tJie English and also thinking 
the S)>anish would iwrhai>s n€»vergive the country attention, 
Hocked in gi-eat numbers from east of the Mississippi to 
Spanish territory and rapidly settled the eastern portion of 
the state. The settlers congregated for the most i>art in vil- 
lagi^s and hold the land in commcni, each settler l>eing«privi- 
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leged to feiice and cultivate' as uiui-li as Ik* t-innl Uf. Tlit-y 

enjoyed civil and religious libiMiy in a uiarktrd derive. 

This brin^ us up to the time when X€'|ii»l«H>n. at th<' v<*ry 
zeuiUi of bis po\rer and glory, was prai-ti<-ing the art 4>f «^iu- 
pire building at the expi^nse of tlie.Eastc^m Continent, not 
>reing satisfied with so small an urea for his gigantic plans 
for the extension of French supremacy, heerec-ted the King- 
dom of Etruria, and secretly, from fear of England, pn>jx)8ed 
to the king of Spain to make his son-in-law king of this new 
kingdom in exchange for the cession, by Sp«)in to France, 
of Louisiana. This proix>sition was accepted and thereby 
Louisiana, of whicL Missouri was then a iKUt, agsiin became 
French territory. But so im]K>ct:int an exchange could not 
long be kept secret, and soon became ku«»wu in both Eng- 
land and Ameri(^. This knowUnlge catusfd great alarm in 
t!ie United States, from the fact that the n^lations b<4ween 
France and this government were somewhat straintHl at this 
time, and France, having control of tlie Mississippi, could do 
the j)€fople west of the Alleghanies incalculable harm by 
closi.ig the river to them, as it was tht*lr only practicable 
outlet at that time. England, however, determiiied to pre- 
vent Nepoleon's possessing himself of this territory, and he, 
realizing his inability to defend France and hold the terri- 
tory, proi>osed to sell it to the United Statics, in order both 
to conciliate us and prevent the i>o.>sibiliiy of England se- 
curing it. His proix>sition was egarly acct^ptv^d. and for tbe 
sum of §ir».O.U,O.K), we became th<? i3ossessors of Louisiana, 
and Missouri becaime a part of the United Slates. ' 

Tiie Territory was soon after dividcnU and tlie part con- 
taining Missouri attached to the Territoiy uf Indiana for tlm 
purpose of government, but the jK'ople objiHrting to this, it 
was soon afterwards detaiched and made a.si'|Kirate Territory, 
the first Governor being James Wilkinson. It was from this 
time on rapidly settled, principally by immignints from the 
Eastern states. This continued until^lJ^l^*. when the ix?opl^ 
of the Territory applied for admission as a state. 

This application bi*ought on a violent ci»utest 1>etween the 
slavery and anti-slavery factions in Congress, finally settled ;. 
by the Missouri Compromise, which admitted Missouri as ft**' 
slave state. On August HHh, 1 821 , by proclamation of Presi- 
dent Monroe, it bec;irae in facta state. 
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FRANK E. KELLOGG 

was born in Claridon, Geauga County, Ohio, on the 20th day of April, 
1851 ; brought up on a farm, remaininj^ on the one purchased from the 
Connecticut Land company and cleared up by his grandfather in the early 
part of the present century; taught several terms in the district school and 
"boarded around"; in 1879 in his home township, was elected justice of 
the peage and at this time was also reading law. Resigning his position, 
he cgme to Missouri in October, 1880, and embarked in the mercantile 
business; resided in Butler one year, since which time he has been a 
resident of Rich Hill, Missouri, and for eighteen years was secretary and 
treasurer of the M. S. Cowles Mercantile company. His old congressional 
district (the 19th Ohio) was for many years represented by Benj. F. Wade, 
Joshua R. Giddings and James A. Garfield, and he was quite well acquaint- 
ed with the latter. Was married .to Delia J. Wells in 1877; one child, a 
daughter, Delia May, was born February 5, 1883. He was elected 
superintendent of the First Presbyterian Sunday School in Rich Hill 
in January, 1894, and still holds that position, going to Rich Hill every 
Sunds^y. His hobby is the breeding of Shorthorn cattle and he is 
interested in one of the best hefds of pure bred animals in the country, 
Mr. Kellogg has always been a republican in politics and represented his. 
the Sixth Congressional District of Missouri, as a delegate in the Republi- 
can National Convention at St. Louis in 1896. Was appointed Collector 
of Internal Revenue for the Western district of Missouri, and entered upon 
the duties of his office May I, 1899. Frank Kellogg, as he is familiarly 
called, is one of the most companionable men in the world, and his friends 
are only numbered by the limit of his acquaintance. He is a capable, 
faithful business man, and an honorable party politician. His relations 
and influence with the present administration is all that one of his position 
could ask. While he is temporarily residing with* his estimable family 
in Kansas City, Bates county is his home, and her people feel a local pride 
in his successful career. Hence his place in this Bates County book. 
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OIRCflNIZflTlON OF THE COUNTY. 

a^nizt'tl ttfs n vori'vi'i avftHutt of Ihr i\*iinti§ JiuuiHl^'He^t^Hti 
iiofvvtnii^itt, Tlntkti^h Ihv nptnlrsnj »f J it if ^r rhtrk II iA\ 
l\rr t'lrsidrtti iff 'lite i)lt! ^iHriK" .^nnttrhiiiou, irr Jtenwrd 
tfif #i/#///w'/» rfnisrtit ft* it'fHtMfttr*' ihr ttrfirir hrtr. 

Tli«* fiiitjiru) historiiiii in t:ikiii<r \x\^m 1iiiiis«*lf tin? taisk of 
^ivin<r anythin«r lik*» h roinplote ;ic-i-«iuiil of any jwrt of tlH» 
•niiili wislu^s; of <-ours<», to be-rin at the be^nniux- But up- 
f»n ;r«)injr iKick to fin«l the ]K>iiit at wliirh !•> c-ooiiaem-ie, he in- 
variahly tinds hiiiiS4>)f beyond the* time of authentic record 
and in the midst of traditions, tlieorii^s and suppositions, 
whieh, iierhaj>s. Jiave a f4>undation in fa<-t. but which are dif- 
ferently intefj»reted and li»ad investi^Mtors to different con- 
clusions, so that the ordinsiry r«-ader is utterly' unable to^et* 
tie in his own mind what is the truth. We find it utterly im- 
jHissible to fix dnt<»s or ^ve any cfniaected acx-ount of tlie 
]M*t>ple t>f pii»liist:M'ic timi*s. yet we have evidence to estab- 
lish beyoml i\ doubl. that ]M»pu1ous. )M>werful and wealthy 
nations 4»xist«Ml tI)ousands of yesirs i>n*c-<H'din*c the .j>i»rjod «»f 
whii*2i wi* hav«» any recfM%led hist4>ry. 

* In Is.Ci SI territ >rial *roveninn»nt was organized by Cimjrress 
for th<» territory' (Mubraced in the L:>aisianH Purchase. The 
setthnl i>sirts of Missouri were divided into four districts but 
as no white men Iiv<*<l in what is now Bstt4>s County, it w^is 
not indudett in eitht^r, but remain^nl uiM>r<r:iniz<Hl until Jan- 
narv' :!:^ \^\i\, when the Territorial Lie^islaturi' imiss4h1 an 
act or^^anizinir Howard <*ounty^. !t included all that ]>strt of 
Missimri north of th<* Osa>i!:e and west of C-eilarCn-i^k and,.tlie 
dividing rid«:e l>i»twet*n tJie MisMiuri and Mississip])i riverii. 
It cr>nii>rised what is now nintcM^n counti«*s mirth of the river, 
twelve south of the river and juirt of nine others. The county - 
seat was tix<Ml at Cole's Port, where the first court was held 
Julv H. isin. In 1H17 the county S4*at was removed to ViaLk- 
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"^ lin, on the Missouri River. Tiie spot on which it stood has 

been entirely washed away by the ever-^)iifting current of 
the Missouri. Saline county was organized from territory 
south of the river, in Jb20 and \^\, by the first State Legis- 
lature, Missouri having been just admitted as a state. The 
uext session, 1821-22, Jackson county was organised from 
territory between the Marais des Cygnes and Missouri rivers. 
Harmony Mission was established in 1>^1, and was the only 
settlement in what is now Bates. In 1833 a new county was 
organized out of that part of Jackson now comprised in the 
i counties of Bates, Cass and VeriKm, and was named Van 

\ Buren in honor of Martin VanBuren, then Vice President 

under Jackson. Afterwards, during Van Buren 's adminis- 
tration, he became very unpopular in tliis locality and Gen- 
j eral Lewis Cass, being then a ix>pular statesman and the 

I member "of the State Legislature from tJie county, secured 

the passage of a bill changing the name from Van Buren to 
Cass county, but not making any change in the boundry 
! lines. Thus it remained till 1811, wlien Cass was divided on 

the line dividing townships 40 and 41, the territory south of 
that line to the present south line of Vernon being the new 
I c junty and it was called Bates. It will be observed thr.t the 

t north line of Bates was then only three miles north of where 

Butler now stands. . 
The first court was held in tlie church at Harmony Mis- 
! sion, with Hon. Poster P. Wright as Presiding Judge. The 

courts were held at this place three or four years, then the 
county seat was located on the north bank of the river^ 
\ where Papinsville now stands, the town being named in horn 

or of Milicourt Papin, a French trader who donated the land 
for the town. William Gilbreath of Hudson township, was 
one of the commissioners to select the site for the county 
• seat. Being at the head of navigation on the 0.<age it soon 
became quite a trading point, and a considerable village grew 
up. The unsurpassed facilities for stock raising in this lo- 
cality soon attracted many settlers, and as the population in- 
creased various projficts were devised for new counties. 

Harrison ville was the county seat of Cass and situated 20 

miles north of the south line, as the boundaries of the county 

J were, at that time. The people of that town and Vicinity 

furnished the majority of voters in the county and they fear- 
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ed that wheu tlie t4'rriu>ry sliouM all Ijih^hih* si*ttl«^l up the 
county seat would be removal to Austm, €vr s^ouie <ytbor lo- 
(ration nesir the cent-er of the countj. Thej were, tlierefmv, 
anxious to ;five off that part -of the county south of Grand 
Kiver, that they mi^ht be sure of boldinir the 4«onnty i«eflt at 
Harrison ville. Acxxirdin^ly, their Repn^ssentative, in con- 
nection with the Representative of Batesi, Major McHtHiry, 
made an effort to or^nize a tu^w county, bet failed lo cany 
it throuprh. R. B. Fisher was the next ReiHt>sentative from 
BatHs, auid in connection wit-h tlie Cass county man. he got m 
bill through, forming a new county, (comprised of tlie same 
temtory us is now included in the hauiidaiies of Bates, ex* 
<*ept that the south line extended exist from the Kansas line, 
as now, until it ih ached the Osage, where, instead of follow- 
ing the river chsmnel as at present, it crossed and continued 
due east, thus leaving Papinsville in the old county which 
retained the name of Bates, and the new county was called 
Vernon. 

The citizens of Papinsvilh% W€?rc bitterly opposed to the 
new county and claimed that the act establishing it was un- 
(constitutional. The old County Court proceeded to build a 
brick court house at Papinsville and a Une bridge across the 
river at that place, hoping by these measures to retain the 
county seat, which they would, by reason of their location, 
be sun) to lose if tlic new arrangement became permanent. 
Edmund Bartlett, T. B. Amett and Wm. Lakey were ap^ 
point4Ml County Court judges of the new county and proceed- 
< d to organize townships, establish precincts, appoint town* 
ship officers and exercise all the duties of the County Courk 
It being in no judicial circuit there was no Circuit Crart held 
in the county. The commissioners appointed to locate the 
county seat, fixed on the pi*esent siteof Butler, but there was 
no building t lereon and the Ccmnty Court met at the house of 
Charles Adams. At the next election, Rogers, Clem and 
Peely were elected County Court judges; J. R Morgan, 
clerk: Siimuel Sr^ott, sheriff; John Cummins, treasurer: and 
M. D. Oslx>rn, Public Administrator, and they proceeded to 
put the nffaii's of the new county, Vernon, into proper shape. 

Meanwhile the enemies of the arrangement were planning 
to defeat it. A suit was brought, in the Circuit Court at 
Paipinsville, against Sam Sc^tt for attempting to perform 
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duties <if sheriff witiiiii tht>oaunty of Ii;il4»s, ii<»t li:iviii«c ^hh^u 
legally elected to that iMi'^fu Tins W4is ^r tlio |iui*]m>si' of 
testing the eonstitiUionality of the uvi i^Uiblishiug the new 
county. • A change of venue wats taken to Henry c*onnty. 
The act in question was claimed to be void for a variety of 
reasons, but the only one dec*ide<l by the court to bif valid 
was that it reduced the old county of Dates lx*low tl«e ratio 
of population required for a rejiresentati ve district. • A judge- 
ment was given setting aside the act as unconstitutional. An 
appeal was taken to the SupnHui; Court of t!ie state, and the 
judgement of the lower court was 4iilirmed. Sam h>cott was 
fined one center .; . 

The population incre.is3J' so rapidly that thi* p:Vmt mud.; 
in the above suit could never a«rain b(? sustained. In 1857), J. 
E. Morgan, now of Warsaw, Mo., was elei^t.^J to the Lagis- 
lature and succchhIihI in putting thraugh a i>ill att;icJiing that 
l^art of Cass soutli of Grand River and tlK* line bi4ween town- 
ships 4. and 4:) t4> B;it4^ County, and then striking off the 
.south p;irt of Bates to form a new.4!)tmnty to bt* calliMl Ver- 
non, and removing the cimnty seat of Bati»s ^\^unty .o Bull *r. 
As t!iat act est^iblished thecaunty liu'jsof B:itesand Venicn, 
they still remain^: i 

. J. E. Morgan built t!ie first hou^f* in Butl3n while t!it* land 
was still vacant. -He afterwards entered tlie land and donat- 
ed a part of it for tke county >ieat. Tlie County Court was 
comi)osed of Jolin D. Myers, Edmund Bartlett and J.O. 
Pearson. They mmlea new plat for the town and It L. 
Duncan laid it out in OcttoU»r, IKVI TJie records of tlie 
county were renwivedvto iiutler, aod'the first session- of tlie 
Circuit Court was lield in sin old school {iou<;i\ by Judge R. 
B. Hicks. The attorneys in attendance wi-re Tliomas H. 
Stems of Bates, W..P. Johnson of St. Clair, R. G. Payfconof 
Cass, and Thomas Freeuvm of Polk. William J^^nntngs was 
one of the Gr^pd Jurors. Tlh»y held Iheir sessionson a dry 
. knoll in the high pniirie gi*ass.. but as no ccmipluiuts.were 
laid before them llt»*y were .soon -<lischargi*d. 

At this time two- thirds of the land in Ww^ ciranty Ix^longed 
to the Govemm«»nt, but in the next thret» jviirs it was nearly 
all entered^ and. in 4.^<()l the county c4>ntain(Hl a ix>puhition of 
6,765, and Butler was a well built to\vn of lorn) jieople. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

; • - S..C. SxrUTEVANT. 
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W. W. GRAVES. 

Judge W. W. Graves, the subject of this sketch, was born in 
Lafayette County, Mo., December 17, i860; was educated in 
the public schools and State University. He was appointed 
School Commissioner of Bates County by Governor Marma^uke 
and was elected for a full term. The only other public office he 
has held was city attorney for the city of Butler. He was nom- 
inated for Circuit Judge by the Democratic convention in 1898, 
after a protracted struggle, and was triumphantly elected at the 
following election. Judge Graves has now been on the bench 
about one year, and he has established a reputation for judicial 
acumen and fairness, and is undoubtedly one of the ablest 
circuit judges in Missouri, as well as one of the youngest. He 
has had a phenomenal career at the bar since he abandoned the 
teacher's birch and the editorial tripod in a country village. 
Hard work and close application has earned for him deserved 
success in the profession, and a bright future is before him.. 
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BATES COUNTY. 



PERIOD I— FROM 1h21 TO 1860. 

SEITLEMENT OP THE COrNTY. 

In cou)])iirisou witli otlior s<H*tions of the state the settle- 
luent Ox the tiOrritory now included in Bates County was slow. 
We tind much older settlements to the south, north and east 
of us, and even in the eastern pait of Kansas many settle- 
ments, before this i^ection was in any considerable measure 
bix>u^ht under the dominion of the white man. The reason 
for this is found in the fact that this territoiy was set apart 
by tiio government as a reservation for the Indians, and the 
land was not o))en to homestead. So no title could be secur- 
ed to the land until after tlie Indians were removed (about • 
1837) and it was tlieu some time before the surveys could be 
completed and the land o))ene<1 for the homcseeker. Pre- 
vious to this time i)eo]>]e came and built cabins, cultivated 
small tracts of land along the streams, and hunted and trap- 
ped in the forests. Many of these i>eople were of that roving 
class of awiventurers who never remain in one place for any 
length of time, and when tiiey lieard of a more promising 
field, or grew tired of the sjjot where they were staying, all 
they had to do was to **pull up .stakes" and travel. These 
conditions make it ixvuliarly diDicult to attempt to give any 
definite record of '•First Settlements," or * 'First Settlers." 
As there are no land entries to be consulted, or records of 
any kind to examine, it is only a matter of recollection or tra- 
dition as to the very fii*st .s<*ttlements. The oldest ^ttlers 
now living have r<»collections of older settlers, and many re- 
membar abaindoned settlements which had been the borne, 
for a time at leasts of some adventurous per.ion, long since 
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removed, and no trace left but a mined cabin, and fields which 
were. In some instances, covered with a heavy growth of 
timber. 

There are very good theories advanced to support the cUim 
that some of these old settlem^its anti-date the establish-* 
ment of Harmony Mission, on the Osage, commonly accepted 
as tlie first settlement made by whites within the present lim- 
its of the county, as it most surely is the first of which any 
authentic account can be given. For these reasons Harmony 
Mission is taken as the starting point in the settiement of 
this section, although it was in no sense a settlement in its 
seU, but the fact that there was a little band ci whites estab- 
lished there led others, who were to be permanent settlors, 
to rear hmnes near this Mission, tiius forming a nucleus, €9t 
foundation for more extensive developments, Ridisiting from 
this common center, and merely as such we shall treat it. 



HARMONY MI8SION. 



Up to the year 1837, the Osage Indians made their home 
in the southern part of Bates County and northern part of 
Vernon, and about 1820, having some business with the 
**Great Father," at Washington, they sent a delegation of 
Indians to that place to make known to him their dedres, 
and, among other things, they preferred a request for mis- 
sionaries to be sent out to their tribe, for the purjxise of 
teaching them Christianity and interesting them in the arts 
of civilization. 

The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
having headquarters at Boston, Mass., being informed of the 
request of the Indians, immediately set about complying with 
it. Volunteers were not at all scarce, and in the spring of 
1821, a party was organized for this purpose. Bev. N. B. 
Dodge was chosen Superintendent, and some twelve or fif- 
teen persons, of various occupations, agreed to meet at Pitts- 
burg, ready with supplies, tools, etc., for their long and ard- 
uous journey into the wUds of the far West 

They embarked in two keel-boats, without sails, or other 
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THOS. W. SILVERS. 

The subject of this sketch was born in Davis County, Iowa, 
and grew to manhood in Decatur County, Iowa. Was educated 
in the public schools and in an academy at Leon, Iowa. Was 
admitted to the bar at the age of 21, at Leon, Iowa, and soon 
afterward came to Bates County — in 1877 — and began the 
practice of his profession in Butler in 1878. Was elected pros- 
ecuting attorney of Bates County for a term, January ist, 1880. 
He has also seryed the people as city attorney several terms. 

As a lawyer he is regarded as among the ablest attorneys at 
the bar of this county and state. His forensic ability is of the 
first-class, and few lawyers have had a more uniform success. 
Quiet, unassuming and companionable he has many warm 
friends in all the walks of life. 
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means of propulsion except than by oars» or '*poIing^ as it was 
called. While their coarse led them down stream they float* 
ed with the current, and when np stream they were compel- 
led to resort to the oars, or poles. The poling was done 
by the men taking a long pole and, standing, in the bow of 
the boat, they would stick one end of the pole in the mud, ' 
lK>]ding to the other and pushing/ walk to the stem, then 
repeat theoi>eration, thereby slowly a^d laboriously wcnrking 
their way against the current. In this way they worked on' 
until finally, on the 9tb day of August, 1821, they readied 
a spot about 3 miles below the present site of Papinsville — 
formerly si>elled Papinville — and there found a few Frendi 
traders, probably from St. Louis, who were camped ib&^ 
for tlie purpose of trading with the Indians and not as per- 
manent settlers. 

Here the missionaries determined to establish their misaon 
and pitched their camp near this place and named it Harmo- 
ny Mission. Until they could erect log cabins, they were 
comix*lled to live in tents, and endure all of the hardships in- 
<?ident to this mode of life, and all this they were dcMug, noH 
for money or ezpectatioD of worldly gain, but that tbej 
might c^rry the blessings of diristianity to the ignorant child 
of the prairie, for the organization which sent them out oHj 
paid their actual expenses and nothing more. They soon 
had rude cabins erected and moved into them, estafafish- 
od a school for the Indian children and began their efforts 
for the betterment of these people. The Indians generally 
were pot so anxious for advancement in civilization as tArir 
delegates had been, and they even demanded pay from the 
Mission for the privil^rf^ of using their children as puinls. 

For some time after their arrival here they were compi- 
led to freight their goods from Jefferson City, but later thcjr 
got them at Independence. 

Altliough the Mis^on served as a beginning for the settle- 
ment of what is now Bates County, considered from tLe 
standpoint of the Missionary Society it was a practical 'fail- 
ure, for after many of the younger Indians had embraced 
Christianity and received some degree of education, they 
would, as soon as released from -school, return to their tribes 
and instead of teaching them, they returned to their old trib- 
al customs and were as much savages as. ever. 
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But notwitlistandiii^jr tliis disaipi^uintiiieut tlK» MissionnrieA 
continued tlielr lalx>rs until 1KJ7, wJiou tht? Ostites were ix»- 
tnovod farther \\**st and, tlM»iv being no loujLrer cx-easion for 
maintaining it, the Mission whs abandoned. The buildings 
were sold to the governnient for ^KK> which went to the 
Society, and the Missionaries being left without support, 
scattered to various parts of tlie country and with one 'excep- 
tion were lost tr<ick of. This exception was Dr. Jones. wIk> 

j settled on Deepwater near Montrose in Henry county, and 

whose daughter — Mrs. Austin — Miio recently resided in Mont- 

' rose, was born at the Mission, being the first white child 

bom in the county of which we have any knowledge. 

* The Kcquas, who lived for a time at tlie Mission, settled 

I in Lone Oak tow*nship, and many of their descendants still 

reside there. There are, also, a number of people now living 
who settled in the count}^ while tlie Mission was in existance' 
and who had some ciiance to observe its workings, and who 
are still able to give interesting accounts of its members. 

And, while the work of this brave and unselfish little 
band pi*oduced but very little i>crcept4ible results in us far as 
the Indians were concerm'd, we giye them all honor for their 
untiring efforts for the good of their fellow beings. 

After the Mi.ssion was abandoned a number of settlers re- 
mained, aijd in 1H41 s\ post-olfice wa$ established here under 
the name of Batesville, the first ix>st-oftic^ in the county. 
Before this time the ueairest ix>st-office had b^en at Indepeud- 
^ ence, Missouri, nearly one hundred miles distant, so we can 
surmise that the change wais haiiled with joy by the settlers 
who were sejiarated from relatives and friends, whom they 
bad left in older st^ites and communities. 

In the winter of 1810-41 an aict was passed by the Legisln* 
ture for the pur]X>se of organizing a numl)er of counties in 
this state from territory until . this time unorgatnized, and 
among others was one to be known as Bates County — so nam- 
ed in honor of Edward Bates, a native of Virginia and a very 
eminent lawyer and statesman, his last public service? being 
rendered as Attorney General in President Lincoln's Cabinet. 
The following boundaries were fixed by this act for Bates 
County: 

Beginning on the western boundary line of this state, at 
the south-west corner of Van Buren county: thence ejist to 
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the south-east comer of said county; thence south on the 
range line dividin;^ ranges 28 and 29, to the tqi^nshipline di- 
viding tow-nsliips 33 and 34; thence west on said township 
line to the western line of the state; thence north on said 
line to the pla<*e of beginning, is hereby created a separate 
and distinct county, to bo called and known by the name of 
the county of Bates. 

The boundaries of Bates County so remained until 1851 
when the Legislature i)assed an act creating Vernon county; 
and including therein very nearly the same territory as tliis 
(*ounty now cont-ains, but this act was declared unconstito- 
tional and nothing more was done untU 1855, when a strip of 
teiTitory :?r> miles wide and about 30 long was detached from 
the south side of Bates, and organized as the county of Ver- 
non. At the same time a pai*t of Cass was added to Bates, 
giving this c*ounty the boundaries which have so remained 
since. 

The Legislature of 184(M1, which ci-eated the original 
County of Bates, also decreed that the Circuit and County 
Couils should be held at Harmony Mission until such time 
as a permanent county seat be selected, or the County Court 
order otherwise. The courts held their sessions in the school 
house as long as the county seat remained here. 



PAPINSVILLE. 

Owing, possibly, to the removal of the Mission, and the 
fact that the new site offered better facilities for conducting 
the limited commerce of those days by being better suited 
for a boat-landing, a new town was laid out in 1847, about 
three miles from Harmony Mission, on the Marais des Cygnes 
River, and named in honor of a Mr. Papin, a French Indian 
trader. Tlie town grew rapidly and, showing evidence of 
atUiining to some imix)rtance, the county seat was located 
hei-e in 1H4H, and Harmony Mission rapidly became merely a 
menioiy of by-gone days. 

It will be remembered that at this time the couq^y extend- 
chI some twenty-five miles south of the Osage River and that 



Digitized by 



Googk" 



L. R. PURKEY 

was bora in McDooongh County, I)L, October 27, 1862, 
with his parents to this county when seven years old, locattBg 
near Burden, and has ever since resided in the county. His 
early life was spent on the farm and he attended the public 
schools. 

In 1886 he was married to Miss Belle Timmons, wbo died 
one year after their marriage. In 1889 he was again married 
to Miss Nannie Heavilin, she also died soon after their 
marriage. On April i, 1S92, he bought a half interest in the 
Adrian Journal, since which time he has been engaged in tbe 
business. On October 11. 1892, be was united in marriage with 
Miss Laura Holloway. Mr. Purkey is an active member in the 
United Brethren Church, and is at present superintendent of 
the Sunday School of that denomination in Adrian. 



ELI J. CLINE. 

Th. subject of this sketch disclaims any pretense as an 
old settler. He was bora in the north part of Veroon County, 
March 23, 18S0, and moved with his parents to Rich Hill in 
1886, where they resided till 1897. Here he got his education 
and Jearaed the printers art In 1897 his father, H. Cline, pur* 
chased the Foster Beacon plant, and it was published under the 
name of H. Cline & Son for two years; then the plant was 
removed to Amoret and the paper is continued as the Amoret 
Beacon with Eli as editor. He is the youngest editor in the 
county and probably in the state. H. Cline is the publisher of 
the Beacon but has little to do with conducting the paper. He 
came to Bates County in 1876, moved to Vernion and returned 
to Bates in 1886. He was born in Scotland County, Ma, in 
1850 and was married to Judy E. Drake in 1869. Five children 
are now living—three at home and two married daughters in 
Terre Haute. Ind. 
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tlie uortli lino was some distance south of where it now is 
aod, tliere being uo other town of any SJZ3 in the coaaiy, it 
was believed that the seat of county government would re- 
main at Papinsville. This appeared all the mare sure when 
it was considered that the river afforded almost the only, 
and by far the most feasible, route for the shipment in and 
out, of such commodities as constituted the articles of oooi- 
merce of those days; an inland town was not expected to at- 
tain any great importance, :is a town situated distant from t 
railroad is not expected to do any great volume of busiuessat 
the present time. But conditions change as time inisses, es- 
pecially during the period of settlement in new coantrieii. 
Ahnost every session of State Legisiature changed county 
lines, and car\'ed new counties out of the remains of <dd 
ones. In a few 3'ears e^arts were m ide to divide the county. 
This division was bitterly fought by the friends of the cAd 
town, and was once defeated in the courts, but the attempt 
aroused the people of that part of the county into acti\ily. 
Up to this time court had been held in a log building, bot 
the Ck>unty Ck>urt now proceeded to build a substantial brick 
court house. They also put a bridge acros i the river at that 
place, seeking thereby to avoid the complaint that theoonnty 
seat was inconvenient of access to the citizens who resided 
south of the Osage. But these measures did not long delay 
the inevitable change. 

In 1855 the Liegislature again divided the county, Uiis time 
on the present lines, naming that part south of the river, 
Vernon county, and leaving Papinsville in Bates, but locat- 
ing the county seat in the center of tlie county. This left an 
almost new court house on the hands of the County Court, 
which they sold to Philip Zeal, and removed the county seit 
from Papinsville in 1&56-7. 

During the time the county seat was located at Papinsville 
the town grew rapidly and was, for some years, the metrop- 
olis of the county. Next to Harmony Mission, the history 
of the early days in Bates County centers around this place, 
which, in fact, was the offspring of the old Mission, and is 
so regarded in the fond recollections of our old settlers. 
Here many of the interesting and exciting events of tJie early 
times too^ place. Here the i>oliticians and influential men 
of ti)e community naturally congregated, and the pnblic 
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qucslious vrhicli came up for consideration infhosedays Yrere 
just as momentous, and probably excited greater interest 
among the people of the sparcely i^ttled country^ than like 
matters now do. Here occurred the first murder trial ever 
held in tlie county, and t^ie first and only ^xecutiou by ciril 
authorities. It \vas the landing ])lace of 'a large majority of 
the first settlers of the county, and the distributing point for 
the supplies brought in for a great many of the enrly inhab- 
itsiuts. Even after the removal of the county seat it contin- 
ued to prosi)er until the Civil War brought ruin to so mai|y 
of Bates County's ))eople, but from this blow P^pinsviUh^ 
never recovereil her onetime prestige and improtance. 



XORTH-EASTERX llATEa 

While this section wafs still reserved by tne Governm<^t» 
the whi^ men cast mnny a l^nging eye on its beautiful prai- 
ries, rich bottom lauds and fine forests and. as we have be- 
fore related, a numl)er of the more mercenary had '^uatted** 
<>n the forbidden territory. When the Indians were removed 
still further we^ and it was known that the land would soon 
be open for sintlement, tbe tide of immigration set in, and 
from that time forward thi^ settlement of the county pro- 
gressed rapidly, and soon the caibin of the settler, surround- 
ed by his ^'clearing** could b3 seen in. all parts of the 
county, for such it soon becaime although tl>e limits at first 
did not coincide witli the present county boundaries. Tbe 
largest settlement was along the Osage, in the vicinity 
of the old Mission, which place was the temporary seat of 
C3unty govrrament. 

And not till the early 4 Vs wereHh?re any other consider- 
able settlements made in Bates County. About this time^ 
however, settlers began erecting homes along Deepwater 
Creek, sehn^ting the timber lands, believing them better 
alapted ty the requirements of the farmer than the prairies 
and in a short time there was a considerable number of peo- 
ple in this part of the country, large numbers of them coming 
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j from tlie nearby comities where they had become crowded 

J by neighbors settling wilhio leu or lifte^^n miles of them. Al- 

I thoQ^h as far buck as lb3*J we tind a few settlers oocupyiuf 

i homes cm D^^pwater, and id what is uow Miugo township 

there were some settles as eai^ as lb%^ but no towu was 
founded until 184a. 



%■ 



JOHXSTOWN. 



Tlie first store wns o])etted in Jolinstown by Dan and Jim 
Johnson. They were not able to secure a post-office nntil 
about 1849, until which time they had to go to Deepwater 
City, in Henry county, for their mail, but after the establish- 
ment of a post-office Johnstown made rapid strides toward 
bec(Hning a* town of no mean importance for those days. 
Being surrounded by a fertile and product! ve country, it af- 
ford<^ a place for the Indian tmder to exchange his furs for 
nu>re trinlcets to barter to the Indians, and, being a consid- 
erable distance from any other settlement of importance, it 
soon was dcHng more business than any other place in the 
county, at one time having two wholesale liouses, handling 
general merchandise, four or five general stores. twosaloiNiK, 
three blacksmith shops, crabinet shop, mill and harness shtipL 

This condition of prosperity continued until the breaking 
out of the border troubles between Missouri and Kansas, and 
during this time and the Ovil War Johstown was almost 
ruined, and then just after the war the building of the Mis- 
souri, Kansas & Texas Railway so near to it, rendered it 
impossible that it should ever again attain its old time prom- 
inenoe. 
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OTHER SETTLEMENTS. 

From 1830 to 1840 settlements were being rapidly made in 
various other parts of the county, a post-oiKoe being es- 
tablished.at Pleasant Gap perhaps as early as 1842, and set- 
tlements made in Lone Oak, Hudson, Deer Creek, New H<mii€^ 
Walnut and Charlotte townships about this time also. 

It appears that no settlements were made in other parts of 
the county prior t3 1843, but during the forties nnmerons 
settlements sprang up with great rapidity in all parts of the 
county, there being a great influx of homeseekers from the 
eastern states and this caused the founding of a number of 
towns in various parts of the county, only a few of which, 
however, reached any imix>rtance before the war. Two of 
these have been briefly mentioned, and we will now try to 
record, something of the history of the others. 



WEST POINT. 



TTest Point— ^founded in 1850. Situated in the north-west 
part of Bates County, is in West Point township, about one 
mile from the state line. The first store was opened by Ar* 
nett A Adams, and as they had located on the old cattle trail 
from Texas and the Soutliwest, over which thousands of 
head of cattle were driven annually to the market at Kansas 
City, it soon became an important trading i>oint, and a place 
for ^'outfitting" by parties going into the Southwest — which 
rapidly pushed it forward to the position of metropolis of 
Bates County. And another thing C7hich was of material 
benefit in its development, aside from tlie local business, was 
that the Pottowatomie Indians here received their periodical 
allowance of rations, etc, from the government agent6,and 
made this, as a matter of course, their trading point. 
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j In those days the great, clamsy, creaking freighting wag- 

\ on, drawn by 8 to 10 yoke of oxen, crept slowly 'over the 

i winding prairie trail, bearing its heavy load of freight from 

j the river landing at Kansas CSty. The **Noble Red Man*** 

I dressed in his wolf -skin vest, traded his government ratiooK 

: for **flre- water" or ••baccy." The picturesque squaw, in her 

. abreviated gown of many colors, peddled her hand-wbveu 

« baskets and bead- work trinkets, while' the pappoose, dressed 

I in ••most any old things — and not much of that — ^turned hia 

|; big, inquiring eyes on the many wonderful works of the 

i[ ••palu face" but wais as dumb as was the ox which pulled the 

groaning wagon. Tlie trapper and hunter brought in their 
furs and traded them for provisions, powder, etc And the 
. homesteaders fr jm many miles around bDught their 3ttpp!ie8 
here. 

In 1845 the post-office was established and mails were secur- 
ed two or three times per week. A school bouse was erect- 
ed, by public subscription, in '32, and the first teacher was a 
Mr. Kirkpatrick. The town had a large hotel and several 
well stocked stores. In '56 the West Point Banner was es- 
tablished, with T. H. Sterens editor. This was a weekly pa- 
per, well filled with advertisements and gained ^v circulation 
over a large scope of territory. 

West Point was a typi<^ border town, and experienced 
some lively scenes and incidents. A crowd made up of 
the average freighter, trapper and reservation Indian, 
made a combination that was hard to beat in raising the crop 
which Mrs. Lease advised the Kansas farmers to pay more 
attention to. Government troops were, at a number of 
times, stationed there to preserve order on the frontier. 

The town was at its hfiglit when the border troubles, over 
I'M' .^]:'Vory qui'slion, broke out, and from its position, just 
CM I' 'Ml iljo Missouri side of the line, was made a gathering 
j.i;».'i\ or sort of head-quarters for the pro-slavery men. 
T: ••ri» \v«»re turbulent times in West Point those days, but 
iiie UAvn continued to grow until the breaking out of the 
wur although several times raided by tlie Free State men, 
from over the Kansas line, and its citizens were kept in con- 
stant fear of the ••torch," a mode of retaliation which be-, 
came very popular a short time thereafter. 
The West Point of history existed only from 1650 to 1860, 
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W. O. ATKESON. 

The subject of this sketch was born in Putnam County, West Virginia, 
in the valley of the Great Kanawha river, and was reared to manhood there. 
He is the son of a farmer and had the usual experiences and passed through 
the ordinary vicissitudes of farm life in that country. He attended the 
country schools and quit the public schools a pupil of the Buffalo 
Academy. At the beginning of the college year of i873-'74 he entered 
the Kentucky University at Lexington, matriculating in the Agricultural 
and Mechanical College and pursued a special course in mathematics, 
literature, history, book keeping and military training, with recitations in 
chemistry. He remained in the university only about 7 months, and on 
account of sickness returned home, and went to work on the farm. The 
following winter he taught school in Mason County, \V. Va., and with the 
money so earned he matriculated in the West Virginia State Normal 
School at Fairmont, and graduated from the same in June, 1875. The 
J following winter he was principal of the New Haven graded schools, and 

I in the spring of 1876 he became one of the editors and proprietors of the 
fc West Virginia Monitor, published at Point Pleasant, W. Va. After a few 

(months he disposed of his interest in the paper and returned to the farm 
and began the study of law, and was admitted to the bar in Winfield, 
W. Va., in 1877. In 1878 he removed to Council Grove, Kansas, where he 

II resided and practiced his profession until he came to Rich Hill in 1882. 
He was elected justice of the peace in Council Giove, Kansas, and 8er\'ed 

»' out a term of two years. In October, 1889. he removed with his family to 

■^ Butler, where he has since resided. He was elected prosecuting attorney 

of Bates County in 1S90 and served a term of two years successfully. In 

1892 he was a candidate tor circuit judge on the People's Party ticket 

: and was also nominated by electors, and carried three counties out of the 

four composing the 29th judicial circuit, but was defeated. The election 

• of his opponent was contested, the opinion of the Supreme Court being 

' recorded in 115 Mo. Repts. He became the editor of the Butler Free Press 

in 1894 and has been with the paper ever since, and is regarded by friend 

^ ' and foe as a clear, decisive writer, a fair and honorable editor, and a good 

I citizen. He lives in a comfortable cottage home with a family of five 

children, having recently lost his wife whom he married in Barton County, 

sj Mo,, in 1884. lie was a member of the first national committee of the 

V, , People's Party and is now a member of the state committee. In 1894 the 

Kentucky Central Normal School confered on him the honorary degree of 

' A. M. He is a man of varied culture, firm convictions and great tenacity 

J i of purpose; and his home has always been an open door to all who wish 

VV to come and share its modest and cordial hospitality. 

4 1 
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but we leave it at the close of Period I, a flourishing frontier 
town. 



BUTLER. 



The first settler on the site now occupied by Bntler was 
one John C. Kennett, who came there probably abont 18tt» 
ut any rate, he was well established there in 1849, and h% 
was the first man to establish any kind of mercantile busi- 
ness at the place, he having put in a stock, principally 
whiskey and tobacco, for which he found a ready and profit- 
able sale, to the '^forty-niners'* who were about this time 
rushing in every (x>nceivable manner, to the far West for the 
purpose of acquiring possession of their share of the ''roat 
of all evil," the glittering gold of California. He seems to 
have prospered here for a time but finally falling a victim to , 
the *'gold fever** himself he sold his business to John W^ 
Montgomery, the second settler, and went to California in 
search of greater wealth in 1853. J. 8. Wilkins and John 
E. Morgan next came and settled her^ in 1854, and the Leg- 
islature having passed an act in 1851, which ordered the 
County Court to remove, the county seat from PainnsvUle 
to such other place as the people of the county should desig- 
nate by a petition bearing the names of three-fifths of the 
qualified voters of Bates County, and this question of remcnr- 
al now being agitated, Morgan and some others conceiving 
the idea that the land on which they were living bring near 
the center of the county and well suited by nature for a town- 
site would stand a good chance of securing the coun^ seat^ 
proceded, in 1854, to lay out a town, which they named Bot- 
ler, and as an additional inducement to secure the county 
seat, Morgan, Wilkins and Montgomery oifered to donate to 
the county a tract or tracts of land which agregated 55acre8» 
which offer was socm accepted. But notwithstanding their 
laying out a town and making this offer, it seems no other ' 
business was attracted to Butler until after the location of 
the county seat had been fixed here in 1856 by commisskm- 
ers, W. S. Sutherland and Achilles Easley, who were ap- 
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^ pointed by the Legislature fur this purpose iu aooonlaDce 
with the petitkm d the peofde. 
I The first Inisiiiess boose, devoted to business, was erected 

by Couch & Smith in the spring of 1856, in which thej 
conducted a general merchandising business. They came 
here from Platte county, Missouri, but were originally from 
Kentucky. The next business house was put up by McOomb 
' & Robison in the fall of 18^6, their business being general 

j merchandise also. McComb previously lived in Deepwater 

I township, this county, and RoUson in Platte coun^, this 

^ state. Dr. Joseph S. Hamsbroogh was tlie first physiciaBto 

I locate here for the practice of medicine. 

\ The first school was taught in a building erected for botii 

I school and church purposes in IHriG. The teacher was Mrs. 

Martha Morgan, wife of J<An K Morgan. This building 
[ was used by all denominations for their services, people 

coming for fifteen or twenty miles to attend church, as the 
church houses were very scarce at thai time. 

The first hotel or tavern wa:S kept by John K Morgaii, 
who was succeeded by Thomas Rice. This hotel was a log 
house, and the management were able to supply man and 
beast with the plain fare of tlie time, but without those lux- 
uries and embellishments which our modem education lead 
. us to expect and demand, and which our pioneer progemtors 
tell us is the cause of the physical ^d moral degeneration of 
the race and which wUl ultimately be the sure cause of our 
complete undmng. 

When the county seat was removed from Papinsville to 
Butler, the latter place had no court house or other suitable 
place for the sessions of the courts to be held in and the first 
Grand Jury was compelled, for want of a better place, to 
meet out iu iiie prairie on a knoll, at whicli place they re- 
mained in session one day, but no business coming before 
them, they then adjourned.^ These conditions rendered it 
necessaij to build a court bouse, and they decided that it 
should be a brick building two stories high. The contract 
for building was let to William Hurt and a Mr. Frit^patrick. 
The brick used in the building were bume<l at Butler, where 
the Lakf^ Park now is, and the building begun in 1857, and 
completed in 1858, but was destroyed by fire during'tbe war. 
The building cost about 8^,000, and was a credit to the pio- 
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LEWIS w. nooRa 

The subject of this sketch enjoys the distinction of banc 
the youngest and most successful editor of a country paper m 
Missouri, having commenced his career as proprietor and editor 
ol the Hume Telephone at the age of i6 years. Mr. Mooie is 
a native Missourian. From the extreme tenderness of bis youth 
he bears the euphonious title of ««The Kid/* but his sober and 
intelligent editorials make the appellation respectable. The 
motto at the head of his paper, viz: '*A live, independent 
journal devoted to spreading the news and earning a few 
dollars in cash/' embodies, the warp and woof of his life*s 
effort Through manly foresight, judicious advertising and 
a ready pen, his paper has been rescued from the quicksands 
of disaster, while in other hands, and placed among the sub- 
stantial newspapers of the state. 

His quaint aphorisms, unique questions, scienti6c deduc- 
tions, sarcastic and cutting paragraphs are now being copied 
by leading papers everywhere. In addition to the business of 
his own office he does special or detail work for several well 
known eastern publishing houses. 

In a social way Mr. Moore is something of a curiosity* 
Sedate as a preacher and comical as a clown, never forgetting 
the maxim that evil communications corrupt good manners. 
He is widely known and pleasantly spoken of by a respecuble 
number of the fraternity*, and nothing but a misfortune will 
prevent him from reaching the peaks longed for by the journal- 
istic world. Dictated: Steno. Ko. 499. 
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^rcss and eiit4>q>rise of the people of Bates County at that 
time, liaviu;; so luaiiy iucouveuiences aud difiiculties vrith 
which to coutend. Nothing but native lumber, native clay 
and native stone as material for building, witliout going an 
unreasonable distiinee for them and then bringing them 
b.ick by the laborious and tedious process of freighting by 
ox wagons. Buttiie native push and indomnitable will of 
those i>eople who have made Bates County what it is to-day, 
overcame all difficulties, surmounted all obstacles, and their 
efforts were finally crowned with a degree of success, in the 
pros23erlty and pi\)grei;s of the county, which in tlieir wild- 
est imaginings they had never dreamed of attaining so soon. 
After the erection of tin- court house Butler grew rapidly un- 
til at tlie breaking out of liostilities between the statues it was 
a considentble town, for its age, but here we will leave it 
for a time, and follow its history tlirough the war and later 
in tJ)e common history of all the towns in the county. 



BORDEli TROUBLES. 

Tlic Missouri Onnpromise, as the act which admitted this l 
state was calUnl, provided that Slavery should t>e prohibited 
north of 36 degrees J>0 min. north latitude, but when tfie ter- 
ritory of Kansas applie<l for admission, the Slavery men de^ 
term i nod to force her in as a slave state. The antagonists 
of Slavery wen^ just as determined that it should go in as a 
free state. 13oth sides rushed in men in their endeavor to 
control elections and c;irry their resj^ective iK»ints. In tliis 
manner a great many re<*klcss characters were gathered 
silong the KanK;is— Missouri line, and as a result lawlessness 
became raujpant. These t1'oubl<^s commenced in 1855 and % 
and while the boni-tide settlers of Bates County took no part 
in them, and jx'rhaps were not very deeply interested at first, 
regarding the matter as one in w*hich they had no part, 
they were too close io tlie scene of action to escape the ef- 
fects of these disturbing conditions for any considerable time. 
The leader of the Free State men was John Brown, who for 
a time made his headqu)irU.»rs just over the Kansas line from 
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Bates County, tlie farm generally known as the ^ Old John 
Brown Place,"* lying at tlie foot of a mound sixteen miles N^ 

I west of Butler, and adjoining the Missouri line. Brown rec- ^ 

i Qgnized no law in his operations against tiie institution of 

\ Slavery, and no more did the leaders of tlie op]x>sitiou in 

their attempts to crush him and his followers, and the strug- 
\ gle soon took tlie form of plunder, arson and murder. While 

; the greater part of this sanguinary conflict wsis waged on 

1^ Kansas soil, the settlers on this side of the line suffered se- 

verely from raids by the Free State men. Small parties 
came over the border and tin eatened, and in some instances 
committed serious depredations. In May, 1858, a meeting 
was called at the place of Jerry Jackson, on Mulberry Creek, 
to consider the diflieulties and try to find some means by 
which tlK)se troubles might be settled, or tlie settlers and 
their property protected. The predominant sentiment at 
this meeting which was attended by about 200 people, was 
favorable to an attempt at a peacable settlement of the troub- 
les, but the radical element under lead of one, Hsimilton, re- 
fused to join in this decision and adjourned to the home of ^ 
Mc Henry, where plans were laid for a raid on the Free State 
. settlers over the Kansas line. This raid they carried out» • 
and after gathering up about one dozen of these men, open- 
^ fire on them, killing five and wounding five more. The 
only resistance the party encountered was at tlie John Brown 
place, ^here £9i Snyder, a blacksmith, claims to have killed 
two of the party and wounded the leader, Hamilton, and es- 
caped from the band. The men who took part in this raid 
were not settlers of Bates County, but were the people who 
had gathered^. &s the crows do around a carrion, whejre they 
could indulge in lawless practices to the content of tlieir vic- 
ious natures. 

The Free State men vowed vengence on the pei^^etrators 
of this outrage, and several bands crossed the border in 
search of Hamilton and his followers. The settlers, especial- • 
ly in the western part of the county, were kept in constant 
terror of retaliatory measures, and even Butler, the county 
seat, was expecting a raid by the Free State men. John 
Brown, himself, headed several raiding parties into this / 

I state and carried away a number of slaves, killed one, pos- \ 

sibly more, owners, and also took other property. 
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Both the State aud Xational GovernmeDts declared Brown 
au outlaw, and offered rewards for bis apprehension. Brown, 
as a return of the compliment, oifered a reward for the Gov- 
ernor of Missouri, aud the President. Gathering op the 
slaves he had liberated. Brown took them by way of Nebras- 
ka and low^ to Canada, and the ''border*^ knew him no 
more. 

Hitmilton escaped the Free State men at that time, but ac- 
cording to Eli Snyder, in an account published about two 
years since, he was killed, in the Indian Nation, June 17, 
1877, (supposedly by Snyder) thus at last suffering death at 
the hands of one of his intended victims. 

These raids, as a matter of course, created great excite- 
ment along the border, and the feeling between the partisans 
of the Free State leaders and the Pro- slavery men ran high. 

In 1858 and ^9 began an exodus from ^the western part of 
the county, which movement although at first it was not 
general enough to produce an}"- great change, gathered mo- 
mentum as the situation continued to grow darker. As one 
of our Old Settlers expressed it: ''It seemed like a great 
black cloud was hanging over the country, aud everyone was 
waiting, breathle:5sly, for the breaking out of the storm.** 

Every man began to suspect his neighbor, and no one 
knew just who his friends or enemies were. At the dose of 
1859 there came a loU in the border troubles, but it was only 
the calm before the storm, the prelude to the great CSvil 
War. 



Digitized by 



Google 



\ — "^ ^ 

^ ;i^ OLD s^KrrLKits' iiisrottv 



PIONEER LIFE. 

We have briefly sk-^ti-luHl the j>i<>uiM»r i^erMMl in our county's 
history, and a shurt description of the <^<»neral and social con- 
ditions prevalent at that time may not i>e out of place. 

The earliest settlers, bein^ widely separated, there iras 
very little in their iives except tlie daily eontiict with nature 
in its pure and unadulterated fonus ^n^ while this life may 
have been solitary aud monotonous, it was not without itM 
compensations, as is shown by the testimony of tlie few re- 
maining pioueei*s. Tlu*y jj^rew to love their somber forests, 
and their gor<^eously bi*autiful prairies, and they yet mourn 
their desecration by the <»ver increasing influx of busy, 
bustling humanity. Lfater on as more and more liomeseek- 
ers were drawn here, tlie people naturally gatliered in settle- 
ments, and enjo^'cd the blessings of social iutercour:^- The 
first settlements were confined exclusively to t!ie vicinity of 
the numerous water courses, where tlie^* secunnl the mater- 
ial for their homes from the forests which lined the streams. 
The houses were uniformly built of logs, and the majority 
were small and rude, but some of the more pretentious were 
made from nicely hewn timbers, which were nently and care- 
fully put toj^ether, forming substsintial and comely .struct- 
ures. Each house had one or more large chimneys, aud op- 
en fire-places which were, in tlie winter sesison, piled high 
with huge sticks, or logs of wocmI, and the wliole building 
was heated and lighted by the cheei*ful blaze. 

The fields, consisting for the greater part of clearings hi 
the timber laud, were fenced by means of mils split from the 
timber which grew on the land. The croi>s consi.sted prin- 
cipally of corn, wheat and oats, and the common garden 
pixxluce. They also raised cotton and hemp, and each fam- 
ily kept a few slu^ep, and from these various sources 
the loom, which su])plied the family with wearing aiijKirel, 
was fed. They made but little attempt to mis** more than 
was sufiicient for tlieir needs, as they were too distant from 
market, and tnins)x>rt;ition too laborious aud costly to dis- 
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SILAS WRIGHT DOOLEY 

was born in Washington City, D. C, on the 31st of December, 1843. J^'** 
father, M. T. Dooley,came to this country from Ireland when quite a young 
man and mairied Miss E. Hannah a native of Washington. The subject of 
this sketch received his early education in the public schools of that City, 
then attended Gonzaga College, a branch of Georgetown College, finishing 
his education at Villa Nova College just west of Phila., Pa. At the age of 
eighteen he began work as clerk in a retail drug store and after the war be- 
came a clerk m the Quartermasters Dept. Seeing no other future for him 
in his native place than clerkship in retail stores or clerking for the govern- 
ment and being ambitious for something higher, he concluded to come 
west and landed in St. Louis on the 3rd of May, 1868, a complete stranger 
with only a tew dollars in his pocket. Situations were few and applicants 
very numerous at that time, but after repeated efforts he succeeded in get- 
ting a position as clerk in a Title Abstract office, in which occupation he 
continued until he graduated from the St Louis Law School in 1871, work- 
ing during the day and studying at night, although he had passed the 
examination before the Circuit Court and been admitted to the bar after 
his first year at the Law School. After graduating he hung out his shingle 
as a lawyer, doing work as abstracting until he had built up practice suf- 
ficient to give him a living and continued in the practice of his profession 
in St. Louis until he came to Bates County in 1883; it was in St. Louis that 
he met and married Miss Germaine E. Duclos, six children now living and 
three dead being the result of that union. About the time of his arrival in 
St. Louis the movement for the enfranchisment of the Southern sympathiz- 
ers was assuming proportions and being a democrat he entered into it with 
his usual energy and enthusiasm, contributing as far as lay in his power to 
removal ot the test oath and other iniquities of the Drake Constitution and 
at all times while there assisted in the success of his party, giving to it his 
means, time and abilities. Having quite a large and growing family he 
concluded to seek a smaller place in order to give them more of his person- 
al care and attention. 

Rich Hill had been spoken of very favorable by his neighbor, who was the 
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pose of any surplus to advantage. They raised many liQgs, 
u-bicli were killed and the meat cured, and this they hauled 
away, some to points on the Osage where the river boats 
UK>k it to more distant markets; some was taken to points on 
the Missouri River, and there traded for those supplies whkh 
could not be raised on the settlers* clearings, llieir com 
and wheat, they took to the little gristmills which were soon 
located at convenient points, and it was there converted into 
bread-stuffs. Groing to mill and awaiting their turn for the 
grist was one of the diversions of pioneer life. 

As soon as a settlement, consisting of six to a dozen fami- 
lies, was formcHL educational and religious matters recdved 
attention. The men would meet and proceed to erect a 
primitive log building, which would be used for school par- 
ix^ses on week days and as a church on Sundays. 

At the lime (1856) the county seat was removed to Qutler, 
only a small portion of the land of the^county had been home- 
steaded, but within the next four years it was practically 
settled, and the county contained a population of between 
six and seven thousand people, who were fairly prosperous 
and contented. Many had by this time made extensive im- 
provements on their farms, built more pretentious residences, 
brought greater aieas under cultivation and gave more at- 
tention to the raising of live stock. The county was now a 
busy, prosperous cammon wealth' where we leave it to turn 
to a different scene. 
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PERIOD n— PROM 1860 TO 1865. 

A siM*y of «#>r/t/ir, of Irrror, #####/ of nlttfgrtMMU.tt, JUt1r» 
CottiUy is Mtrepf hi/ //*#? fierce otmfiM- of Cinl in#r/>#rr— iS* i- 
tlersate UHifen^fnmt^ limir iufmea, ihrir ha^iilifi^M air. ruim- 
etl and th^ir fi^e/ds rrliwa 1o llirir wild siuir, irhUe eifies 
fiiUl toipns fall vicilmB io the lorolt. 

In order that the sitQatiou may be ilioroughly nudcrsiuod, 
we are obliged io note a few importunt occnrreuei^ connected 
with ^iate affairs which were hai>])eniog in tlie early days of 
this period. 

During the presidential campaign of IBGO, threats were 
freely indulged in to the effect that the Slave states would 
secede from the Union in the event of Lincoln's election, "and 
when Uie exi>ected happened, they proceeded to carry their 
threats into execution. While Missouri waus a Slave siatt!, 
but comparatively few of its citizens were slave owuers. 
Iliat class, however, endeavored to force the state to join 
her Southern sisters in their des^K^rate course. The major- 
ity of her people, however, were opposed to extreme meas- 
ures. The State Assembly met iu January and, finding the 
members at variauce on the question, concluded to refer it 
t>ack to the i>eople. The^^ accordingly passed an act creat- 
ing a convention to be composed of delegates selected by the 
people, and this convention was em)x>wered to dec^ide as to 
the course to be pursued. This body, in session at St. Louis, 
about March 10, 1861, passed a resolution in favor of main- 
taining the Union, but was not in favor of war if the South- 
ern states persisted in Uieir action. This, however, was a 
position wliich could not be maintiiined. Governor Jackson 
raised an army of state troops to defend the state from ag- 
gressions _ from the Pederal Government. This action 
brought him into, conflict with the Union forces, and the 
state troops were defeated at Boouville, June 17, 1861. 

The convention again met, this time at Jefferson City, and 
was oontroled by Uie Union men, who deposed Governor 
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Jacksou and sa^IocIihI IL R. Gamble to tUl tluit po^tiou. 
FroQ) Uiis time, tlie State Government was in tLe contiul of 
tile Union men. 

Ill tliis county tlK> campaign of 1860 was one in which 
mnch bittornoss was sliowu. The border troubles cnhninat- 
iug iu tlie Hamilton and Brown raids, left the lines between 
the Free State and Slavery parties rigidly drawn. As in 
the sUite, the Southern sympathizers were largely in the ma- 
jority ill this (x>uuty. The reckless element, which had pre- 
viously taken part iu tlie border raids, was aictive in stirring 
up auimosity. and many tlireats were indulged in against 
those believed to be iu sympathy with the Abolitionists and 
;is to what mi^ht be expected by those who tried to Tote for 
Lincoln at the November election. The anti-slavery men 
very discretely remained quiet, and very few of them at- 
tempted to e:EenTise their ri;j:ht of franchise. Aftertheelec-l 
tiou the names of tiiose persons >^*ho were alleged to have ; 
cast the Lincoln ballots were ix>sted at various public places ) 
over the county, and it was broadly intimated that it wonld 
be wisdom on tlieir pari to '*make themselves scarce.** [ 

When tlie result of the election became known, it was gen- 
erally thou^iit that the Pi'esident elect, Lincoln, would not 
be recognized by the Southern staites, and all were anxious- 
ly* wa telling to see what course our state would take. 

About the first action lieariug on the question whidi was 
taken in this i*ouuty was the organization of *<^immings 
Battalion,** \cltieh wsis composed of several hundred Sonth- 
eru symiKithizers who were to guard the state border, and 
render whatever aid to the Southern cause it lay in their 
power to ai^complish, to keep watch on and report the move- 
ments of the Union men, etc. This was a secret organiza- 
tion and it Avns never known just bow many members it con- 
tained, or who those members were. It was one of the 
moves of the Southern men in their attempts to force the 
state to join the Seceders. 

The Union symj^athizers were overawed and kepi quiet. 
If they siKiwed too much activity they would receive a warn- 
ing, and if this was not heeded, a night call would follow. - 

General Price was in command of the Confederate forces 
in this section and in the spring of 1661 a portion of his army 
was stationtMl at Papinsville. At this time a number of com- 
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IKiuk^ wore rocruiU>d iu tlie couuty uud joiued his ^rmy. 

Tiie Southeru eleiuout was duuiiuaitit here uuttl Geueral 
JLaaie, with his Kansas troo]>s, swept through the county in 
the fall of Ml. Theu all wlio haU taken a eonsincnoos part 
iu'aphokIin;tr tlie Confederacy were coaijK'lled to leave. 
Some joined tlie n^^njlai^ service^ others **t4H>k totlie hmsh.'* 
From this time forward thecDunty was rei>eateily raided by 
liie troojis of the one side or the other. "When tlie Confed- 
erate troojis came in tne Southern sympatliizers would lead 
them to the iiomes of their ueighixirs wlio favored the North. 
Then when tlie Union forcres came in the Soutliem sympa- 
thizers, in their turn, would sulfer. Neil her life nor proper- 
ty WHS safe. In faict, pro]K^rty suffered, wiiether tlie invad- 
ing forces were friend or foe. If a settler was a symivithizer 
of the raiding party they would **lK>rrow*' his pn>i)erty **for 
the good of the cause.** If of tlie o]>]x>site jH^rsuasiou, they 
would confiscsite it. Tlie result was the ssime in either case; 
the property was never returuetl or accounted for. 

Wlien €^n. Lane brought his Kansas tr<x>iis over to join 
in the campaign against the Southern foix?es under Gen. 
Price, a jMirtiou of his army, on its return to PL Leaven- 
worth, passed tiirough Bates County eiiroute. Tiu>y enter- 
ed tlie county at Papiiisville, and while at that place burned 
the old court house buildiug. One troop, under command of 
Capt. BelL approached Butler from the south-west: anotlier, 
under the lead of Maj. Montgomery, came from Papinsville. 
They had planned to join forces at the R:imey place, south' 
of Butler. BelPs troop arrived at the apimnt'jd place some 
time in advance of the others and, insteiid of waiting for their 
comrades, went out to the north-west of liutler, on Bones 
Fork, in search of some parties who had made themselves 
particularly obnoxious to the Union men, and wlio, on the 
approach of the soldiers, had fled from Butler and were in 
hiding. One of these WiLs a man named Lock, who had, in 
'GO, killed an Indian at AVost Point. He had been placed in 
jail at Butler, but had soon afterwards been released. 

Montgomery afterwards came to the Rumey place, and not 
finding the other trooj^s there, sent a party of five into But- 
ler to find out what had become of Capt. Bell and his force. 
This party was captured by the Southern men, now common- 
ly designated ''bushwhackers^ in distinction from tlie r^n- 
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lar Southern soldiers. Not hearing from tliis scouting part}- 
Montgomery foUoweil with his entire troop, and took jjos- 
session of the town, the Southern men fleeing as be advaoc- 
<id. This was in the hist days of December, 1861. Tbe town 
does not appear to have suffered greatly, but all tbe county 
records were taken and carried away .to PL Leavenworth. 

Affairs were now in a chaotic condition, such civil officers 
as remained were entirely powerless to cope with the con- 
ditions and enforce any sort of order. Property rights were 
disregarded, and the general rule with many was to take 
what they could get. TJie raiding back and forth over tbe 
line between Kansas and Missouri was started afresh when 
the war brok * oat, and t!ie territory on each side of the line 
was stripped of everything movable. In fact, stories of 
houses being bodily moved from one state into another, are 
often told. West Point fell an early victim to tbe Kansas 
raiders, and the town was almost wiped out of existence. 
Its stores were looted and houses burned. The office of the 
West Point Banner, which ha<l incurred the enmity of tbe 
Kansas men, was looted and type and machinery scattered 
and destroyed. The other towns of the county suffered, but 
to a less extent. 

Lane^s troops burnt the greater part of Papinsville In the 
fall of '6], and the Osage River bridge was destroyed by the 
state troops in order to prevent Price from entering tbe 
county with his army. _^ 

In the spring of 1862 a troop of the 1st Iowa Calvary, com- 
manded by Col. Warren, was stationed at Butler and remain- 
ed through the summer. They preserved order in the town, 
but their presence had little effect on the bushwhackiiig ele- 
ment which continued its operations throughout tbe county. 
The troops would occasionally raid a camp, but tbe men 
would scatter, only to return as soon as the soldiers left 

At one time, while a detachment of Warrcn*s troops was 
foraging, on the Miami, it was way-laid and fired on by 
bushwhackers, and several were killed. 

Wlien General Price made his raid through Henry and ad- 
joining counties. Col. Warren was ordered to join in pursuit 
of the Southern army. About this time a state, militia — 
Home Guards, they were called — was organized. Captain 
J. B. Newberry was in command of one of those companies 
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which first had its beadquartors at OiDlon, then Germaii- 
towa. This comiKiDy was ordered to Butler in the fall of 
IHi:}, uud reiuaini^ uutil the county was depopulated. 

lu Docember 1^K>2, u man by name of Slater, was executed 
at liutler, by ctmiuiaud of Major White. Slater was Dot a 
Bates couuty uiau, but had beeu brought here by White's 
troops and sentenced by couri-martiaL 

While this section was nominally under the control of the 
Union forces, it was entirely beyond the power of the few 
troops to preser\'c order outside of such places as n^arrisons 
could be maintained. 

The border counties, in both Missouri and Kansas, had ac- 
quired a reputation for lawlessness that was far from en- 
courii^ug tQ the military authoritii'S, and hercM measures 
were decided upon. 

Brig. Gen. Ewiug, commanding tliis military divlsi<m, with 
headquairters at Eans:is City, issued the fcllowiug order: 



EWING ORDER. 



Kansas City, Mo., Aug. 25, J863. 
General Order, No. 11. 

Pirst: All persons being in Cass, Jackson and Bates coun- 
ties, Missouri, and in that piirt of Vernon included in this 
district, except those living within one mile of the limits of 
Independence, Hickman's Mill, Pleasant Hill, and Harrison- 
ville, and except those in that part of Kaw township, Jack- 
son county, nortli of Brush Creek and west of Big Blue, 
embracing Kaufuis City and Westport, are hereby ordered 
to remove from their present places of residence within 15 
days from tlie date thereof. 

Those who, within that time, establish their loyalty to the 
satisfaction of the commanding ofUcer of the military station 
nearest their present places of residence, will receive from 
him certificates stating the fact of their Iqyalty, and the 
names of the witnesses by whom it can be shown. All w*1k> 
receive such certificates will be permitted to remove to any 
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^military station in this district, or to any part of the state of 
Kansas, except the counties on the eastern borders of tiie 
state, all others shall remove ont of this district. Officers 
commanding companies and detachments serving In the 
counties named, will see that this paragraph is prcmipUy 
obeyed. 

Second: All grain and hay in the field, or nnder shelter, 
in the district from which the inhabitants are required to 
remove, within reach of military stations, after the 9th day 
of September next, will be taken to such stations and turned 
over to the proper officer there, and report of the amount so 
turned over made to district headquarters^ specifing the 
names of all loyal owners, and the amount of such produce 
taken from them. All grain and hay found in such districts 
after the inh day of September next, not convenient to such 

stations will be destroyed. 

• « • . 

By order of Brig. Gen. Ewiug. 

H. Hannahs, Adjutant. 



As will be noticed from its wording, this order included 
Bates County entire, not even a military station bmng reserv* 
ed. Bates wais the only county wliich was entirely depopu- 
lated. Those who had braved the many dangers in their at- 
tempts to preserve their homes from total ruin, were now 
compelled to leave all and seek homes among strangers. 
The order appeared harsh and unjust to many, but it was 
enacted as a military necessity, and undoubtedly saved many 
lives, as robbery and murder would have ccmtinued uncheck- 
ed until the close of the war. 

Therefore, there was no disputing the order as the Military 
was the supreme authority and there was no appeal from its 
decree, l^he people hastily gathered up what few personal 
effects they had l>een able to save from the raiders, pressed 
into service every conceivable sort of conveyance, many of 
them hardly knowing which way to turn. Some went into 
nearby counties where they made some sort of temporary 
homes. Some went to Kansas, and not all of them were 
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able to get as far as the oriler decreed that they sliould go. 
Some sought and found new homes, and never returned U> 
Bates Couutjr. 

As a result of the Ewing Order Bates Ck>uuty once again 
became a tenantless wilderness. Fires raged, unchecked, 
through prairie, wood and overgrown tieid. Fences, build- 
ings, improvements of all kinds were swept away. Wher^ 
only three years previous, had been a flourishing common- 
wealth, composed of six thousand people, now roumed the 
savage wolf and half starved dog, and perchance, the hunted, 
outlaw, who sought refuge in the forbidden territoiy. 

Uut tiie history o( the county, from this time until theclose 
of the war, is a blank. A few of her officials and citizens 
attempted to keep up a show of county government, and 
Germantowu, just over the Henry county line, was made a 
sort of temporary headquarters. In the fall of 1864, a few 
Bates County citizens, under protection of troops stationed 
atGrermantown, <^me over into Bates, met at Johnstown, and 
Went through the form of electing county ofticials. The' 
County Court endeavored to preserve its organization, but 
as a matter of fact, could transact no business. There was 
no court sessions, no real estate transfers, no records, and 
no taxes could be assessed or collected. As far as records 
or legal proceedings are concerned, tliere was no such or- 
ganization of Bates County from September, 1863 to the close 
of the war. 
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J. C. CLARK. 

J. C. Clark was born in Christian countv, Kentucky, February 28th, 
1843. He comes of that hardy pioneer stock whose rugged honesty, men- 
tal stamina and strength of character has made firm the foundation of the 
matchless citizenship of the West. His father, Dr. J. H. Clark, a physi- 
cian of the old school and one of the most respected and influential citizens 
of his state, early moved with his family to the West, and became one of 
the first settlers of Southern Illinois, building his log house in Christian 
county, then an uninhabited wilderness. There and in Texas the subject or 
this sketch spent his boyhood upon the farm, enduring the hardships and 
encountering the difiiculties common to his time and situation. He came 
to Missouri in his early twenties, and in 1868 was married to Miss Mullissa 
Myers of Otterville, in Cooper county, where he was then living. Early in 
the winter of 1869 he came to Bates county and settled at Butler, then a 
mere hamlet. With no capital save scrupulous honesty, industry, sincerity 
and integrity which have characterized his whole life, he cast his lot here, 
and soon won that esteem and popularity which he has retained to this 
day. In 1876 he was elected Sheriff of the county by a sweeping majority. 
His administration was a popular one, and at the end of his first term he 
was re-elected for a second term by an increased majority. While serving 
his second term he was appointed collector. At the close of his term in 
that ofilice he was tendered the cashiership of the Bates County >:ational, 
(now the Bates County) Bank, which position he is still filling. This will 
be his twentieth year in this important position of trust and responsibility, 
and the steady growth anu increasing strength and patronage of that insti- 
tution with which he has been so long identified, is a monument to his 
integrity, character and financial ability. He has two sons, Harvey C. , pres- 
ent Prosecuting Attorney of the county, and Claud L.. assistant Attorney 
General of the state, who lives in Jefferson City. In politics, like his 
father and grandfather before him, he is a democrat, and has always been 
prominent in party affairs. His universal popularity among the masses of 
the people has always been great. Perhaps no man who has ever lived in 
the county has known so many of its people by name, and withal has had 
the friendship and esteem of all of them, as has the subject of this sketch. 
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PERIOD UI— PROM IHm TO 18ra 

RBCrPERATlCKC. 

At the close of tlie war in 1H65, Bates County presented to 
the chance traveler who was forced by circumstances to pass 
througrh the barren and deserted country, once populous and 
flourishing^ now all but utterly ruined and tenantless, a pic- 
ture of the most utter desolation. Perhaps no other part of 
the United States was so entirely and completely stripped of 
all improvements and material necessary for the subsistence 
of mail or beast as Bates County, not even excepting the Shen- 
andoah valley in Virginia, for the crow had long since de- 
parted from Bates* borders in disgust at not being able to 
find sufficient provisions to carry with him in his journey 
across the country. Nothing to disturb the vast solitudes 
except an occasional body of trooi^s who might for some rea- 
son be compelled to pass through here, or an outlaw seek- 
ing to hide himself where there were no officers and no civil 
laws to fear. 

The recuperative powers of Bates County's people togeth- 
er with tiie unlimited variety of her natural reso**' .;es could 
not have been more grandly or conclusively demonstrated 
than by the rapidity with which the county recovered from 
this terrible and almost fatal blow to her development. At 
the close of hostilities the county could boast onlj* about 
three school houses in its territory and tliey were in a badly 
dilapidated condition. Along the eastern border there were 
some houses left standing and a few families living in them, 
but the only signs of past habitation in a large portion of the 
county was an occasional lonely chimney found standing to 
mark the spot where once had been a happy home, but now 
deserted and desolate. 

In Butler, which before the war was a beautiful little vil-' 
lage, there was now left three or four cabins, the remainder 
having been destroyed by fire. One of these belonged to 
William Smith, father to Joe Smith. There were no busi- 
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uess liousi's, no court house nnd uo money to boiU wii!i, as 
tliere Jind been no taxes collected for four years. 

In iHUi |KH>iile be^an to return to the county and re-estab- 
lish tlieir houii^ amid the iniins of former ones, and at the 
same time t!ie civil authorities, for si> Jon;ur a time helpless, 
began a^iin to assumt^ control and bent all tln^ir energies to 
' bring order out of chaoj>, but just «>n the outset found them- 
selves confriMiteJ by a condition, not a theory, s;nd condition 
t>eing a county with no 4*ourt house nor office buildings, and 
no building whatever that could be used for these purposes, 
and worst «>f all, no money with which to erect suitable ones. 
In this dilemma they wei-e forcinl to.make tomjiorary arrange- 
ments by erecting in the north-east comer of tlie )>oblic 
squrire a fnime building about :!4x4<) f<H?t, to be used as a 
court housis and in the soutli-eiist comer one IGxIH for the 
use of the c^iunty clerk as his office. These buildings were 
erected by Juo. Divinny. 

Benj. White was the first man to engage in t!ie mercantile 
business in Butler after the war. But others c;ime in rapid- 
ly and the town soon began to grow in i-eality, but for aye:ir 
or so the outhK>k for the county v;as not very bright, for 
many of thosi* who were land owners Jiad cast their lot with 
the lost c^iuse, and thereby lost everything. Tiiey returned 
to find their homes ruined and the njoney in which they hml 
been paid being worth nothing they were absolutely witlMmt 
means to make the uecessiiry imiirovements, and tlie result 
was that much of the land was never rcxrlaimed by the orig- 
inal owners and returned to the government, or was sold for 
taxes. There were as yet, IHOG, no railroads in the county, 
but numerous enterprises for the securing of r«>ads through 
all parts of the county, and the flattering promises maJe by 
the promoters actA3d as a stimulus to immigration and the ac- 
tual building of some to within a shoil distance of the county 
kept this interest alive. 

Of the towns that flourished before the war, Butler, the 
county seat, was the only one which ix'gained its prestige. 
Old Papinsville was ])artia]ly rebuilt, but the river tnide was 
gone» and soon tli(5 M. K. & T. li. li. i)assed through tlie 
south-east corner of the county, and new towns s]>raug upon 
the line of the niilway*. Papinsville remained only a local 
trading point, and not a business center as it was iu its early 
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diiys. Johnstown boiii^ uear tlie bonier of the deiX)pulaU-tl 
U riilorj-, was one of the first towns in the county to recover 
a part of its okl-tiiue activity, and for the first few years fol- 
lowing the war, was quite an important towiu But the rail- 
nxids also bn^u^rlU its rivals whicii prevented it from attain- 
\i\fX its place in tl:e cato*rory of lestding: tow^ns of the tXHinty. 
Tlje bonier troubles and tiic war completely wiped West 
Point oir the n:np and left not a si«ni of ciAllization or im- 
provements in the west }wrt of tlie county, but at* the doM 
of the war it was n*i>iiilt and, like Johnstown, did' a very con- 
siderable busine^s'uutil the building? of rarilways brought it 
rivals which lelt it merely a relic of by -gone days. 

But soon new towns began to appear in -different parts of 
the <*ounty. In the east, Hudson was located in %7, on the 
streugtii of i-ailway r^urveys, and quite a colony of immi- 
gnnits fn>m New York stiite located here. But the railway 
^'liassiHl by on the other side,** and Hudson never attained 
more than local prominence. 

In thi' southern ]wri of the county Old Rich Hill was estab- 
lished southof tlie river, also in 1N>7 and for a number of 
years n*u:aiiiiH] the Kx*al trading point. In the same year, 
*.lulberrj\ in the west }Kirt of the county was started, and 
bt*iiig on the mail route fnnn Butler aiul LaCygne, Kansas, 
and the c«>nter <»f a good agricultural district, grew to be a 
lively little town. ICew Home, also south of the river was 
Lx-atiHl in IHiii, and assumed its place as a local trading 
)X>int. Besides these were a number of ]K>ints where post- 
oftici's had hei^n established, some of tliem before the war, 
and where tiiere was usually to be finind a store or two and 
probsibly a blacksmith shop. Among tliese we might men- 
tion Prairie City, Lone Oak and Pleasant Gap, in the south- 
east: Maysburg. Union Town and Burdctte, in the north. 

Meanwhile a great change was taking place throughout 
the rural ]x>rtions of the county. At .tlie beginning of this 
period the great prairies stretched in almost unbroken ex- 
jxinse for miles in every direction. A settler living in the 
eub>kirts of tlie county, when making a visit to the county 
seat would cut across the nearest way, and was seldom de- 
flected from his ct>urse by feik-e or furrow. The country 
.was still wihl enough to give the Easterner a touch of fron- 
tier life. Deer were yet com])aratively plentiful. Wild tur- 
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keys were still found in the timbers, and in the spring and 
fall of the year the streams were covered over with wild 
docks and geese. They also aboonded in flsh, and a half- 
hour with book and line would supply the table. The water 
in the streams was much clearer and the supply seemed to 
be much more constant, than it has been since the county 
has been settled and most of the timber cut off. Prairie 
chickens in almost countless numbers gathered in their feed- 
ing grounds in the winter time, and were easily approached 
by the sportsman. Squirrels were so plentiful and tame that 
they were hardly 'noticed by the hnnter, bnt the farmers, 
pro\'oked by their raids on the eoam fields, carried on a war- 
fare of extermination against the mischevions little pests. 
The fields also suffered from the ravages of the raccoon, and 
a trained *'*cpou dog'* was accorded a place of hoaar In every 
old settler's home. The excitement of the 'coon hunt was a 
fascinating attraction for the new comer, and tiie older inhab- 
itants took pride in exploiting the feats of their favorite *coon 
dogs. Opossums, rabbits, etc, were too nnmerons to excite 
comment. During the war, when the fields were overgrown 
with weeds, bushes and briers, reptiles of all kinds became 
very numerous. Sn«ikes« especially the dreaded rattler, 
were too plentiful for the comfort of the field worker. Bnt 
one treatment was recognized for snake bite. That was to 
fill the victim with the very worst grade of whisky obtainable 
and, if the whisky did not kill him, the mil Jer prison from 
the rattler gave up the job in disgnsk A favorite plaice for 
these reptiles was under the swathes of grain in the harvest 
field, and not infrequently the binder gathered them np and 
bound them witli the grain. Familiarity, they say, breeds 
contempt, but few ever became callous enough not to exper- 
ience *'that tired feeling'' when brought into sudden contiu^ 
with a healthy rattler. It is a great wonder, considering the 
number of these reptiles, that there were so few serions cas- 
ualties from snake bites. 

The close of the war also left a number of desperadoes who 
Imd become so accustomed to plunder and rapine that they 
sought to continue to ply their vocation after the close of 
hostilities. The new comers were considered as legitimate 
prey by these outlaws, and if one had a particularly fine 
horse, or was suspected of keeping money handy, lie rarely 
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iuissihI ;iii i^sirly call fiiMii tlM'st^ imist uiiwvlitHiH* ihm^IiImhs. 
TJn» rlilefs of llu*so niblKTs won? the four Youn>?or brothers, 
C<>U% Jim, Joliii aud l^)b, avIiu uiaile their heaidquarters in 
St. Clair couuty. and were always sorrouuded by a band of 
fi>llowers. Tiiey ojxirsileil from Texas to Minnesota where 
they made their hist raid. It is probable that most of the 
jM^tty crimes laid at tlieir doors were committed by mere im- 
it4itors of thosi' noteil outlaw chiefs, but they frequently 
nnle throu>?h the country as late as the early Seventies, and 
never h4»sitiit«Hl to ai>pmi>riate anything' tliey stood' in need 
of or took a fancy to, but it was seldom that they committed ^ 

any serious 4le])redatioi)s near their home, as they endeavor- 
eJ to k;.»;^i> as muny friends as possible. It was seldom that 
anyone interfered \\itli tliem, or attempted to follow or re- 
gain their projierly. One time some eight or ten men follow- 
ed the tr.iil f>f stolen horses into the hills of St. Clair county. 
They found the btind. and demanded their surrender. This 
was met by it counter challenge and the ix>sse wilted. It 
was always very difficult to get any n^liable knowledge of 
what iKissed, as those intei'est-iHl would never freely express 
themselves. At all events t!u* friends of the members of tlie 
]K>sse IxH'tame alarmetl at their absence, and a large party 
was raised to go to their rescue. iJefore they had proceed- 
ed far into the eni*my*s <H>untry they met the party headcnl 
homeward. Thi^y hsid Uhmi disarmed, and detained over 
night but hos)>it4ibly tnsitetl. 

John Younger was killed in a tight with detectives, in 
wiiich sineral men li>st their liv<'s. Cole, Jim and Bob were 
captured in Minnesota. The latt^^r died in prison, the otb- 
ers remain under life sentenc-e. Tlieir feeble imitators were • 
s<Mm either captunnl or sc;itteriHl, and Bates County became 
once again a quiet law abiding community. 

In the days before the war, and also for a short time after- 
wards, the settlei's paid little attention to the raising of grain. 

Tlieir c:ittle gained (heir living from the range almost tlie 
year round, and the fall of the nuts in the timber was de- 
]KMid4Hl on to faitten the hogs. There were no railroads to 
liaul off the gi*ain, and tlie home demand was limited. This 
allowed more time for sports, hunting, fishing, etc Soon, 
however, tiie railroad and improved machinery changed all 
this. AVhere liefore no one had cared to own, fence and pay 
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I tUxes Oil ]ar^e farms^ tSio scmiinblo for lauil Ix'^ipiii, tliegrtH^n 

I sod was ruthlessly lurmHl down, unci thi' ruiublii:;:: of Diaehiii- 

ery drowned the Ipwiug of herds. ' ; - - 

I Soon the hunter, trapi>er and fisher found his oeeuiKition 

^ne, and he must either join tiie busy throng in the lian^est 
fields, or move on again to tlie outposts of civilization. Boot- 
less task to sit and lament the i>iissing of tlie gtHxl old days, 
they were gone, never to return to him or his i>osterity wIhi 
remained in the industrial kingdom of Bates. 

Then came the blow to the old order of farming and stock 
raising, and which wsis bitterly o]>ix)sed bj* the old settlers. 
The great pnurii>s of the county whicli W4»re looked ujx>n 
as the mutual iK>ssessious and fetnling grounds of tlie ]mh>- 
pie in general, rapidly jKissed under j^rivale owm^rship, and 
the hated barbed wire establisluHl a barrier to the herds of 
the settler. This innovation was bitU»rly opiMisi'd. and tlie 
wire was rejx^ateilly cut, but, unwelc;>me guest tiiough it was, 
it had come to stay, and quite a numlx*r <if the old residents 
were so disgusted by tiiis turn of atfairs that they took the 
first opportunity to sell out and remove to. li*cr;ilities where 
the range still belonged exclusively to the i)e;>ple. 

Even then prairies were usc»J almost exclusively as ims- 
tures, it still being the general ojiinion that they were not 
adapted to grain raising. This notion, however, nipidly dis- 
appeared, and soon tiioussmds of acres of rich fairm lands 
added tlieir products to swell the output of Baites C\>unty 
farms. At this time coal, although it was known to exist in 
many localities, in fact, often crop2>ing out of the hillsides, 
was hardly tliought of sis an imixirtaut article for fuel, and 
not at all as an article of commerce. As long as the settle- 
ments were confined to the borders of the timber, firewcxid 
was too abundant and easily obtained to admit of any rival 
in that field. 

With the inflow of iiomesc^ekers and c;ipit:il from the older 
states the conditions descril>ed a lx)ve began to pass away. 
The change was gradual ait first amd the pioneer settler was 
the one who first noticed the cliangj, the full moaning of 
which was not realized until later yeairs. liaites County was 
to develop from a self supporting amd self sustaining com- 
munity to a great and busy i>roduci ng and ex]K>rti ng common- 
wealth. Its fertile soil and abundance of mineral de]X)sitR 
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could not always be resiM'vod for tbe ezclosive use of timso 
who were fortunate enough to b«>coiiie her citizens. Hor 
products were destined to i^o out to ail parts of the country 
and build up a couimerciiil interest of irreat ma^itude and 
iuiportauee. But to uc<*omplish this she must have the 
means of transix>rtiug these products to the markets of the 
world. 

Althou<2rh there had boon one s)>asmodic and apparently 
short lived effort to secur<^ a niilroad tlirou^h the county be- 
fore the war it amounted to notliing more than a survey and 
p^»rlia))s served to ait>use some conjecture as to tlie probabil- 
ity of there sometime being a road built that would furnish 
an outlet for the products of Bates County, but the war came 
and for l\u} time )>ein^ destniyed all interest in such peaceful 
topics as ]K>ssible niilromls and for that matter destroyed ev- 
erything that might have. been an inducement for the build- 
ing of a road. And after the jiassing away of these unfavor- 
able conditions and with the resultant return of peace 
c;ime tiie desire for internal improvements and the promot* 
ors of numberless raili'oad projecUi began to air their schemes 
before the people. . 

I^he first of these and also the one which resulted finally 
in securing the first railroad ever o)>erated in the county was 
a proposal from the Tebo & Neosho R. K., this resulted in 
the c.illing of a mc^eting in Butler September 10, 1866, 
which met, adjourned, and did nothing more: unless to this 
meeting we ascribe the cause of an effort made soon after 
to secure funds to induce this road to enter the south- 
east part of the county. This effort proving futile nothing 
more was done until 1867 when pixipositions to build roads, 
provided they received a sti]>ulated amount of financial aid 
from the i>c*ople, were received, but all rejected. This con- 
dition of things continued, until 1H19 Ix'fore anything defi- 
nite was accomplishcHl. During this time, 1HG7 to 1H69, some- 
wJiere near ten or twelve different pro]x>sed roads had been 
discussed and efforts made to secure appropriations to aid in 
their building, but all had failed. In March 1HG9 Prairie 
City township submitted a proposition to appropriate i^i. 
i)X) to the Tebo & Neosho roads, bonds to be issued when 
cars were running through said township. This proposition 
carried ailmost unanimously, and the road was constructed 
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il 

: { thruu^li tile extreme south-east i^iiier <»f the U»\viishij>, uimI 

i I the bonds deuiaiidiMl iMid lK»h)^ ivfusiH^ suit w:ts hn>u;^litaiid 

i| judgement renderetl u^^aiiist the to\viishi|i. They UM>k an 

j j appeal, but iuiuiedhiti^ly after tiie deeisiuu <if the lower court 

tiie road*s re])rescnitativ«* reimmnl tti liutler aial deuiauded 
the bonds of the iH>urt^ and they were^iveu liiui. Tlierehas 
eiMisiderable litijL^aitiou grown 4>ut of this aetiou of the court. 
Some ten t>r tw«?lve more UHH^tiugs, each held for the pur- 
]N>se of promoting som«> pn>sjXH*tive railroad, were held dur- 
ing this year, but nothing of jx'rmaiH^ut In^uetit in tliis direc- 
tion Wiis Hc<!ompllsh<Hl until the following yesir, JHTc^ of 
whicli we will s)K'ak further in another place. 

At this time the c^ount^* had recovered from' the effects 
of the war. The old farms w*ere nnleemed from their wild 
state and new ones settUnl all over the county. Homes re- 
built, scliool houses and churches. l>elug ere<-t4.Hl« flourisliing 
towns springing up in various pla^-es, and all kinds of pub- 
lic enterprises for the development of the county receiving 
the support of the people; an ideal condition for the opening 
of that era of unexampled development in all the lines of 
human progress which has, in m marked degree, blessed 
Bates County since that time to tlie present and gives prom- 
ise of unnumbered fields yet Vj be woo. 
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DAVID A. DeARMOND, 

who is fairly represented by the above cut, was born in Blair county, Pa., 
March i8, 1844. He was educated in the common and high schools of his 
county, and at Dickinson Seminary at Williamsport. He worked on a 
farm and taught school during the winters until 1869. He was admitted to 
the bar in Davenport, Iowa, in 1867. Located in Greenfield, Dade county. 
Mo., in i86q, and began the practice of his profession. In 1878 he was 
elected to the State Senate by a fusion of Democrats and Greenbackers, and 
served four years. He removed to Rich Hill, Bates county, in 1883, and 
about a year afterward came to Butler, where he has since resided. He was 
a Democratic elector in 1884 and voted for Grover Cleveland for President. 
In 1885 he was appointed a member of Missouri Supreme Court Commis- 
sion, and 8er\'ed about a year. He was elected Circuit Judge of the 22nd 
Judicial Circuit, composed of Bates, Henry and St. Clair counties in 1886, 
and served about four years, when he resigned to take his seat in the 52nd 
congress to which he had been elected at the general election of 1890. He 
has since been re-elected to the 53d, 54th, 55th and 56th Congresses of the 
United States. 

Recently he was a prominent candidate for leader of the minority in 
the lower house of congress but after a spirited contest was defeated. 

Congressman DeArmond has a commodious home in this city, and 
leads a quiet, home life when at home. He has a wife and four children, 
three sons and one daughter, who is the wife of Gen. H. C. Clark, present 
Prosecuting Attorney of Bates county. 

The people of Bates and the 6th congressional district take reasonable 
pride in the success which has characterized Judge DeArmond's career on 
the bench and in congress, and he possesses the confidence of all our peo- 
ple to a marked degree. Quiet, unobtrusive — even distant and reserved — 
in his relations with the people; yet he is a genial companion and a cordial 
friend to those who know him best. He is a careful, hard student, and in 
all his speeches and writings the evidence of scholarship and classical ac- 
quirements are everywhere shown. In private conversation and in public 
speech he is one of the most accurate talkers in the country. 
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PERIOD IV— FROM IjhTO TO 1!NI0. 

DRTELOPMEKT. 

liy 1H70, tho bi'jiriniiiu^ of tbt* penod of developmeiit^ Ibo 
county had r«*<:ca)ned the ^rroiiiid kwt doriD^ the period of 
civil strife and now be^ns her onward inareh in.the li^rht and 
inider n»i^n «»f entirely new conditions, which march has in 
«»very way exceedini the ^preatest hopes of her friends and 
she now stamls the p ^:^r of any connty in all the wide prai- 
ries of the WesU 

In fact 1M70 M-jis in some ]^irticulars a nnl letter year in 
tlie c*ounty's iiistory. for the people havin;rreor^a nixed all of 
their affairs and l>e;rnn to enjo^" the fruits vt ])oa«^^ and pros- 
|)erity, th«*lr attention was direc*ted to tlie line cosil fields of 
Rates County, and the consequent undeveIo]>ed wi'alth whicJi 
lay hidden l>eneath h«>r fertile prairie and timhc^r lands, and 
also that in order that this untold wealth mi^ht l)e made 
available it was necessary to liave mt^ans of tnins]K>rtati€m 
fiir cairr^'in^ it to the markets of tlie world. Hem*e, in April 
1^70 a ptnitioii wais circulated askin^ir tlie c*ounty <*ourt to 
appropriate H4l^KtMN» in iMMids to tlH» Memphis r<Kid« half to 
1m» ])sud when tiie road reached tlie northern limits of tla* 
ctmnty and the otlver half wlien the c-airs were runnin|r to 
Butler; also asking; the court to order s]M*c]al electitms to be 
held in Mt. Pleasant and Grand River townsi)ii>s, the former 
to appropriate k1I0,(KK^ and the latter 4tl.<iii:i, to the Lexin^- 
ton, Ohillicothe & Gulf road. Tlie Memphis )>etitiou was 
.sent in with l.i4u names att4K*hed and hccom)>anied by a re- 
monstrance bearing the signatures of liO:! men. Roth orders 
were made by tlie court, however, and the election in each 
township ordered tlie township bonds issued by lar^ major- 
ites. In Maj* ]b70 a petitioii was presented to the cpurt ask- 
ing that body to rescind its order ap]Hvpriatiug the ^Ot%OOil 
to the Mempliis but the court took no action in tlie matter. 
But in June 1870 at a meeting of the cooDty court it did re- 
scind this order on re)>resentations made to it th«it tlie Mem- 
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pliis rosid was not loyally iiu-oriK»niltNl, but tlK*s<» reprftsni- 
tatious were aftcrwuixls sliowu t€» im* iiK*orr««ct, amd in ]H71 
the Kansas City, aud Memphis OmiiMiny made formal appli- 
CAtioo for the bonds, claiming thai they were KlilJ valid, nnd 
tlie court com pi*oujised by suijcM-riliin^ i?l:!ri,00'». This rond 
was never c?(imp)eted, and the bcmds were U4»t issu«*d. 

Meanwhile, Uie bonds issued by Mt. Pleasant ami Grand 
River townships to the L. C. & G. road were the subjeia of 
much contention and their ultimate disposition will be notic- 
ed in treatinjBT the financial affairs of the county. 

All this agitation of railway matters in tlie five years, 1865 
to TO, resulted in the actual <x>mpleti4»u of but one ruaid, the 
M. K. & T. and only Uippcd tiie extreme south-east corner 
of the county. Wiiile tliere was a rtKid be<l ^rradod from the 
north line of the county through Butler and extending some 
distance south of that place, and in 1H70 bonds were secured 
on the stren^h of this work, this line was never finished and 
the grade never used. In 1M79 and >4> the Missouri Pacific 
Company constructed a line south from Harri.sonville, the 
Lexington & Southern Branch, which traversed the county 
from north to south, passing through the county seat and 
the great coal fields of Osage township. The Memphis road 
also built a branch which entered the extreme southern i>art 
of the county from the west, and traversed th«? southrm c-oal 
fields. 

A few years later a company headed by Gov. Clias. Foster 
of Ohio, which made large purchases of coni lands in Walnut 
township, and laid plans for a niilway from St. Louis, Mo. 
to Emporia, Kan. Work commenced on this pri>jected line, 
named The St. Louis & Emporia, in Bates County and was 
pushed westward alx>ut one-hundred miles. But the project 
was too large for the capital of its jiromotors, and the road 
was absorbed by the Gould interest^ which made it a branch 
of the Missouri Pacific system, extending from Butler, which 
place it reaches by use of the L; & S. tracks, to Madison, 
Kan. This line first commenced o|)eration in 1H84 

In 1886-7 a road was surveyed from Kansas* City south, 
running through Bates County, north and south parallel to 
and a short distance from the state Ihie. This was the line 
now known as the Kansas City, Pittsburg & Gulf^ and is in 
operation from Kansas City, Mo. t4> Port Arthur, La. 
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GEO. P. HUCKEBY 

was born in the town of Rome, in Perry county, Indiana^ May 7th, 1841. 
His early life,like that of most boys brought up on a farm, was uneventful. 
He worked on the farm during the summer and went to school in the winter 
after the crops were *iaid by." His school days were so well improved 
that at the age of seventeen he was admitted to the Freshman Class at 
Hanover College, Ind., and graduated at the age of 21. In July, 1861, he en- 
listed in Co. D., ist Indiana V^ol. Cav., and served until the following 
January when he was discharged because of disability, the result of typhoid 
fever. His army service was mostly in Southeastern Missouri. He began 
the reading of law in the fall of 1863 and was admitted to the bar in New 
Albany, Ind., and began the practice of his profession in 1865. He con- 
tinued the practice until the fall of 1879, when he removed to Butler, Bates 
county, Mo. His first business in this county being that of a school 
teacher. When the town of Rich Hill was founded in 1880, Mr. Huckeby 
removed to the new town and established the first newspaper. In May, 
1881, he was appointed Postmaster and held the office until October, 1885. 
At the close of his term he went into the law and real estate business, and 
spent one year (1887) in the booming city of Wichita, Kansas. His success 
was not remarkable in Wichita, as the collapse caught him as it caught 
many more. After returning to Rich Hill he again took up the newspaper 
business and was quite active in the presidential campaign of 1888. In the 
fall of 1890 he was again appointed Postmaster and held the office until 
October, 1894, and retired with the approval of all his fellow citizens as a 
faithful and obliging official. Since retiring from his second term as Post- 
master he has been engaged in the practice of his profession and conduct- 
ing a very safe and successful office business. Always interested in every- 
thing that tends to benefit mankind, Mr. Huckeby has taken great inter- 
est in all political, moral and social questions. He has been a member of 
the Masonic fraternity ever since his majority. He is an active member of 
the Methodist church and has been ever since a mere youth. He is a good 
lawyer, a quiet, courteous gentleman, and has the confidence and respect of 
all who know him. 
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lUTES t^OUXTYS MlXEltAL PUODUtTTS. 

COAL. 

Coal has b«H»n knoMii tit i!xist in Bat4*s County from tlie 
earliest days of her pioneer ))eriod, but the development of 
tills great and important natural product belongs entirely to 
this }>eriod of her liistory. As heretofore stated, in the ear- 
ly days tiiere ivsis but little call for coal as an article t>f fuel 
from the settlers, as the wood they cleared from their fields 
furnished an ever ready and ever sufttcient supply for the 
o)>en fireplaces then in vogue. But the blacksmith needed a 
more constant and intense heat than could be obtained from 
the (rombustion of wood, so he w<.»nt out to the hillside to 
where the vein cropped out of the ground, and easily secur- 
ed as much coal as lie needed for his forge. Later on, as 
the settlers began to go out on the prairi(!s to make tJieir 
homes, it required an immense amount of lalxir to supply the 
tireplaci* witli woo<l hauled from the timber, and they natur- 
ally turned to the c^oal that in many locsilities could be se- 
cured in such quantities as needed by simply scraping off a 
light covering of soil and slate. Then the coal-grate was 
set in the fireplace, and the ojieii coal fire took the place of 
the blazing backlog of the old-time fireplace. But, as a 
general rule, the housewife did not take kindly to the change. 
The coal smoke and gas would not all find its way up the 
spacious chimney, and when it got contrary and went the 
wrong way, it was much more disagreeable than were the 
fumes from the burning wood whicli, the old-timers solemnly 
avered, was **good for the health,** of the victim ivho was 
comi)elled to innale it. Still later the coal stove began to 
make its appearance, and the use of coal as fuel became more 
and more general. 

With the disappeai*ance of the old-time fireplace coal be- 
Ciime an important article of fuel, and it was soon found to 
exist in greater or less abundance in nearly all parts of the 
county. When this bec^ime known, and the value of the 
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product U8 uu article of ct>miiicrco S>^;;au U> \n} roaliztnl, tlio 
necessity of railway coDiioetioii with tlw outside worJU bi*- 
came apparent But before the adveut of tho nnhvay h t-im- 
siderable industry bad sprung up in tlie niiniujur and haulin;r 
ofcoailtomeet tlie ^ local demand. Many men and teams 
found employment in stripping the i^il off the shallow coal 
beds, and hauling the product to the consumers. In the fall 
of the year, or in fact all through the winter season, during 
the seventies, the road from tlie coal fields south of the river 
to Butler would be lined with teams hauling the heavily 
loaded wagons. 

But the real development of the cxkiI industry dati^ back 
to 188() — twenty years — ^aud its ^idvent brought a new era. 
Cities sprang up as if by magic, the populsition of the county 
increased rapidly, and all branches of industry were enliven- 
ed. With the advent of an army of labdrers, the demand 
for farm products was greatly increased, and the farmer soon 
felt the l>enefit of the increased consumption. 

The mercantile business was also greatly stimulated and 
the coal industry lias done much toward making our county 
the great and busy commonwealth it today is. 

Ca-vl is mined in over half of the twenty-four townshi])s in 
the county, and existsin small quantities in the others. In 
the eastern tier of townships it is mined for local traffic, in 
Rockville, Hudson and Deepwater townships. In the cen- 
tral part of the county, Mt. Pleasant, Summit and Charlotte 
townships furnish coal in limited quantities, but with fuller 
development will probably gretitly increase their output. 
The southern coal field roaches into the entire tier of town- 
ships, the inost productive part lying in Osage. Walnut and 
New Home townshi]>s are underlaid with fn>m one to three 
coal veins, and the )>ossibilities of this field are not yet realiz- 
ed, while on the west line and farther narth. Homer and 
West Point townships prc?sent coal veins of varying depth 
and thickness which have as yet only been partially develop- 
ed.. 

Future prospecting maj* add greatly to the area of our 
coal field and to the annual yield of our mines. Tliis is par- 
ticularly probable in the case of Walnut, New Home, Homer 
and Mt. Pleasant townships, where coal measures have been 
found far below the veins which are now lieing worked. 
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Tim ouly lielil iu the county that lisis Ikh;ii extensively 
workiHl is that south of tho Mantis des Cy^nes River. Fol- 
lowing? the ailvent of the niilway in 1?:*H» a nnuil>er of com- 
)>sinies loc*at4H] at Rich Hill and opened up and worked ttieir 
niint^ on am extensive senile. The ^rea^er i>art of the out- 
]>ut was sliip)>ed out of tlie ct>unty, bat smelters were locat- 
tnl there and they, with varions other enterprises, <*onKumed 
no small amount ofnCiml at liome. The sui^ly for the local 
tiemnnd was in a <rreat measan* left to tlie small o])erators, 
who usually worked the .strip pits, and sold their output to* 
tht» teamsU^rs. w)io in turn sold to t lie consumers. For 
twenty years these mines havesirnt tniinload after train-load 
of 4nNil out of thtt county, and the supply seems almost Inez- 
hauslahle. But a <?om]>siratively small areii has yet Xyean 
worked, and each year new mines are tK*ingr opened and op- 
enitf*d. For a number of j-ears past the state mine inspect- 
or has tabulated tlie output of tlie lar^r mines, but it must 
l)e rem4^mb<»riHl that a great amount of coal is every year 
taken out which never finds its way into any rejiort. But 
l^ites f^mnty is now the second county in the state in tlie 
annual <'4>a] yield, and she has iu tlie {xist stood at the bead 
of the list for several years. Atx^tM^insr to the mine ins]>ect- 
or's rejK>rt the hi<rhest yearly 4Hit]mt was in 18H9, >vhen it 
resK'hed 7*^^o;V> tons. While in IhM it drop)KNd to less tlian 
:S.K»,<KH^ tims. During the last three years the output has 
airaiu ni]>idly increased until tills yt^r it is i^stimated at 
about (V.HI, iMi«)t4mH. 

Making allowance for the nuuieroos small mint?s wliofoe 
yield does iH>t show in these estimates it is probable that for 
the past twenty years the avera^ out]Mit of ctial in tlie en' 
lire <*t>uiity has lj<H»n nesir ri(Ki.4Ki;i tons, making a grand tc»ta1 
of ten millions of tons, whicJi at tlie average mine price of 
Kl.(K> )>i*r ton would represent a A'aloe of y(]ojK<i»,(>iii). This 
intimate is merely intended to <-ouvey to the mind of the 
reader some idea of the industry which lias grown up iu our 
county' iu the |>ast twenty years. 

At present our coal mines give employment to about one 
thousand men, some of whom only devote a |x>rtion of tlieir 
time to this W€>rk. About ik^XVKH^ per year is paid out for 
lalior. The coal industry has, in the last twenty yesirs, built 
up a large and prosperous city of over six tlMmsand inhabit- 
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aiiit ;, Iwiv'h Hillt aiiMl coiitributtHl l^inrely to tii«» tIeveloi>uifiil 
of tlie towns of HoiiHif Foster, Auiorct aiid Amst^^nlaiu, all 
which ship out ceul to the mark<*ts. Tlio Lexiu^rtou ft South - 
«»rn uud the Mempliis railwujs haul tlio 4Nit]Hit of the ffreat 
miues of Osage, Prairie and Howanl towiishliiK. Tlie St. 
Louis ft Emporia carries the product <rf the Waluut townsliip 
mines, while the Kansas <7itjr. Pittshurj; ft l^ulf ]ki>s«^ 
through the coal land of Howard, Walnut. Himi^r ami AW'st 
Point townships. 

During the past year of JHJI9 then* lias iiei^n ^eat 5M-tivily 
manifested in the coal fields, and new miu«^ are cfmstautly 
being opened and add their portioti lo swell tlie total field. 
The coming years bid fair to oiit-d«i tin* rec:»rd of the |>:ist in 
the coal industry of Bates Connty. 



Bates County furiiisln^s an alMiMlai!c«r of l»uildin;r sioue of 
good quality, also tirt^nrlay from whk-h giKid brick have bei*n 
made. PKroloum hnslx^eu found in several different i>:irts 
4)f the county, but only on«* well, in Wi-st l&H>ne t^nviiship. 
has been ]>ut down. It has for many years yielded from tnm 
to three barrels of oil ]ier day. This oil, on account of its 
lubricating qualities, Unds ready market at a profitable price. 
It establishes tiie fact that |>etrt>U»nm exists in jKiyiug (|uan- 
tity in the county, and leavi^s another lm]N>rtant iudustr}' to 
be developed. 

Natural gas has been found in rvmsiderable quantities in 
many different loi^alities. A numl>er of strong flows have 
been accidentally discovered in the south iKirt of the county. 
While in West Boone townshi]i, in the north-west, it is ntiw 
being used in a few instances for lighting aiul heating dw*el I - 
ings. There is also, great possibilities for tlie future in this 
field. 

Very promising traces of lead and zimvore have been f<»und 
in various parts of the county, notably in Walnut, Mt. Pleas- 
ant, Deepw*ater and West Boone townshii^s, and it remains 
for ti)e future to unfold tlie extent and vahie of tliese Various 
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dfjxisits. It is {lossible, iu fai% wry |>ix»l>abks that tlie next 
ff^w yeai*s will Hiid otiier tuiuenil interests c)i$)>ating the 
sway of King Goal iu Bates County's wining industries, and 
adding to herpnNuiueuc-easa richand ]>rus])erotts common- 
wealth 



ilTlES AND TtnVXS, 

BCTLftt. 

W«» ]iavt» in imi-4iHlij*g pigirs fnHowinl the somewliat 
eht*ekeriH3 caiiM^r of thf t-onuty seat from its foundation, 
tlin>ugh its early and pnjs|)eit>us career, through its recon- 
struction and rebuilding, and in the beginning of the present 
)N»ri«>d find it once again a busy. pros]>erous little town, 'fTlie 
QutH^n of the Pniirii's'' <»f Bates County. She was beginning 
to <-onsider lierself a city, having secunnl a large two-story 
- brick schot)l building, thoroughly equip])ed with modern ap- 
])liances, and a commodious and substantial brick court 
house, which c*om)>ared favoraby with the public buildings 
of older and more |x>pHlous counties^ She had many good 
business honsc^ and some creditable residences. Slfe had 
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biinks, stores, sli4>|>s. iiiiltfi, iH*ws|iH|ii»rs. «ikI atll iIk' varkHi'i 
iiitluHlnes. but U4I rnilniMil. Sm-h jiarts of the iDHt4*rial f<»r 
lier building as eiMiid uot be su|>)ili«Hl fn>ui her surround- 
hi^ had to be hHuKnl Um^ distaui-i*s from some more favored 
town. The merchandise for hi*r st€>res and ^oods for lier 
shojis had to be frei;rht«H] from ]ioints on tlie railway. Sbt* 
w.ns (^>nipi*llefl U^ de|>eml on th«» slow **star niuu^** for her 
mails, and on the cumb.^rsome sta;ri' roiu*li for transiMMta- 
tion facilities. She <Min)d nt>t put «m ctisnio)io1itan airs ami 
1m; a really hi;; town until she <*«mld lioust of railway <«onnec- 
tions with tin' outside world. Her ;roiNls wen* freijrhted 
from Appleton City, in St. Clair ctnnity. twenty miles to Um* 
south-east. Harrisonville, the e^mnty stsit of (^iss c.mnty, 
thirty miles north, and La Cyjirn«% Kans:is. the same distaiK*e 
to the north-we.st: the ^rt»jit4»r jmri, ln»wevi»r, fnan the lirst 
named place. 

This freightiujj: grew t4) bean imiM>rtant indusjlry in which 
a lar^e numl)er of men and learns were employeil. In tlie 
ten years from 1870 to Ihhi.i, thousantls of lotids <if ^nmIs, 
representing a monetary value of millions of d«i]lars, wen^ 
freighted over tlie long an<l hilly roiids l)etw<N»n A])i>l«*t<Ni 
City and Butler. 

Yet, in the faice of all disaulvantages. Butler continned't^i 
prosper and grow. Tiie snrnmnding itmntry was rapidly 
lilleil up w*ith industrious farmers and her trade incn»asiHl 
(^nTespondingly. Her most direct mail rout4» w*asfri>mHar- 
risonville, Imt she also received mails fnnu A)>plet4in City« 
and from La Cygne, Kansas. Substantial church buildings 
were ercH;ti*d i>y the Methodist, l^ptist and Prf*sbyterian de- 
nominations, the two former brick and the latter fnimo. A 
row of business houses surround«>d the public sf|uare« and 
the town made good and substantial progn^ss during the 
seventies. 

In 1881) came the railway, and then in 'HI ehn^tric lightK. 
Avhich at that time were consider(*d strictly cosmo])olitan. 
But the railway which they had .striven for so long a time, 
also brought com])etitors for Butler. Towns s)n*ung up 
which encroached on her territory. There is always the 
thoi*n as well as the i*ose to be dealt with. But her enter- 
prise w*}is not the sort to be satisfied with a few g<KMl things. 
A few years later she obtained a (*omplete system of water- 
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wfM'ks. a plentiful ami pure supply i)ein«r ohtanno<l from the 
Miauji Uiver, four miles wc^t of town. She built a second 
seiiool building and a lar«;e academy, and later on, the first 
larsre school house was lorn down and replaced by one of the 
lint*st and luo-st completely o<|uip]ied school building in the 
West. Sht» also liiis a buildiu«r for her colored pupils, and is 
Uuildiu;; a foiiilli lar»?e buildinsr in order to supply tlie ever- 
increasing demand for school room. She has, since 1880, 
erec-t*Hl live line chuiX'lH?s. ha\inv^ cijrht such buildings at 
pi-es^Mit. Nearly all her busiuc*ss iiouses have been i*eplaccd 
by mod4»ra brick and stone baildin^LTs. She has three brinks, 
tive weekly jiiul one daily new.sp.ijxTS. several of the largest 
and most subst;ii)tial business firms in the Southwest, and 
many handsome and <*ostly residences, and an estimated pop- 
ulation of T^iXKl j>4H>ple. 

RICH HILL. Thi' cn*iginal ttiwn uow known as Old Rich 
Hill was founded in ]s(>7, and Lad grown into a place of con- 
siderable imiK>rtance by \x^K when tlie building of tlie Lex- 
ington Viranch of the Missouri Pacific through the county 
caustHl the removal of the gn*ater part of the town to the 
present site of Rich Hill, which has since grown to be the 
largest city in the county — originally deriving its prosperity 
from the enormous coal dejiosits. it has widened its resources 
and branched out into numerous other enterprises and is still 
growing with every prosjiect of no immediate cessation. It 
Inis a ]x>])ulation of about iVOX fine public schools, one col- 
lege, numerous churciH*s and excellent railroad facilities. 

Its sujclters are also a source of great revenue to the city 
;md from its coal supj^ly, wt; pretlict that at no far distant 
day it will rank high as a manufacturing city. 

ADRIAN. Adrian is situated on the Lt. AS, railway, in 
DtH?r CrtH»k township, the cori^oration extending to the north 
line of Mound township. It was founded in 1880, the yeai* 
the raiilroad (romnj(M)ced oj>ei*atious, by a company composed 
princiiKilly of Hutler men. Situatin] in a fine agricultural 
section it has enjoyed a .sti»ady and substantial gro"wth. The 
census of 1H!K» showed a ]x>pulation ol C13; it now has ujv 
ward of 1000 inhabitiints. It has a splendid new school 
building, om])loys six teachei*s and has .ncIiooI nine months 
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in llic year. lUi ixisl-ulhix* was advaiK-tHl lo the PresideiiliHl 
o)h8s in 1h9H. It has snbsttintial busiiK^ss houses, a bsiok, a 
will, a wtH'kly news]>ap(.% sovoral church buildings, and 
many handsome resideiK*es. In sizt' and busim'ss dono, it 
ninks third in tiie county. 

HUME. The town of Hume was started in IHfSO. and is 
situated in tiie west part of Howard tow:iship, in the south- 
west i-orner of tiie county, on the Memphis branch railway. 
It is surrounded by a nillin^ pniirie country, which is all un- 
der cultivation and very productive. It also has quite an ex- 
tensive co;il interest. It now has two railrosids, tlie K. C. P. 
* G. havln^r been built thi-oa^h the town ten years after its 
founding. It hsis as ^i^ixhI sJiippin^ facilities as any town in 
the county. It had in lKH>a iK>pulation of 4h(1, wliich has 
btHMi very c-onsideraibly iia-reasiHl since that time. It has 
numi^rons st4ires, a baiuk, a creamery, an excellent weekly 
ne\vs]>aper, a ^ood two-story brick sciiool building, ^i^ood 
s(*hoq^s, churches, etc. 

ROCKVILLE. Rockville is a thriving? little vilh^eof 
some (kHi souls, sitnat<f in the si>uth-e:ist ]>«irt of the county 
«m the M. K. & T. R. R- in Rcxkville township. It was 
foundiHl in ]Ht58, and now has an ele<;rant new and commo- 
dious brick school building, and a tine school, employing 
four teachers, several churches, many fine bus)U9s.s houses 
well stocked with merchandis;»« and situatetl as it is in a fine 
agricultural and stock raisinjir ]>:irt of the c«>unty has a bri<;ht 
future before it. 

POSTER. Poster was bom on a boom. First chilled Wal- 
nut, it was re-christened in 'honor of Grov. Poster, of Ohio, 
who was at the head of the comiwny which hiid out the town 
in 1884. Lots were sold rapidly and at a high jmce. Many 
buildings were erectted, and Poster was to rivals if not sur- 
pass, the mining town of Ricli Hill. But thecom)>any failed 
to carry through its original plans, and iier coal fieids have 
not been extensively develope<l. After the collapse of the 
boom Poster did not make much pn>gress for souie years, but 
she is now enjoying a healthy growth, and awaits the devel- 
opment of her f^onl fields which will place her again to tlie 
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W. F. HEMSTREET. 

W. F. Hemstreet was born in Syracuse, N. Y. , Dec. 7, 
1833, and removed to La Salle County, 111., in 1859, and in 
1861, to McLean County, III. He lived there until the fall of 
1871, and came to Cass County, Mo., in 1872, and settled on a 
farm near where Drexel is now. In 18S7 he came to Butler 
where he has since resided. 

He has been engaged in the grocery business; and in the 
Elevator with Bryant & McDaniel; and in the spring of 1893 
was elected Justice of the Peace and member of the township 
board for Mt. Pleasant, which offices he still fills to the general 
satisfaction of the people. In 1S92 he was elected Police Judge 
of the City of Butler. 

Judge Hemstreet is an active member of the Christian 
cRurch, and has been one of the elders for many years. He 
lost his first wife in 1888, leaving three children, two sons and 
one daughter, all of whom are married and reside in this vicinity. 
His mother is still living in Chicago, now 92 years of age, but 
enjoying good health. She lives with her daughter, Mrs. 
Gardner. 

Judge Hemstreet married his present wife about a year ago, 
a most estimable woman, and they live in a commodious home 
on South High street in the enjoyment of the confidence and 
esteem of a large circle of acquaintances. 
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front. Slie I)a8 a dozen stores, a bsiiik, four cliurclies and a 
Jar^e school building AHil excellent schools. Foster had a 
]x>pulation of 513 in lHn:i, sind has probably a little more than 
bold her omti in that rosjiecL 

AMORETT. Aoioivt Avas loi-ated in the "western part of 
Hointir townsliip in 1HH!». by the company which obtained 
cojitrol of the Kuns«is City, Pittsbur^^ * Gulf railway project., 
and was extensively advertised and pushed to the frontbj 
the same agency. The (*ompany made it division lieadquar- 
ters for a time, until tiie road was pushed further south. It 
has a line location, enjoys a irood local trade and is making 
a substantial jcrowth. The rsiihvay company owns a large 
tnict of hind adjacent to tlie town, which they have set to 
frnit trees. The town has soveml mercantile firms, a mill« 
a erenmery and a numl>er <if other industries. It also has a 
wtK?kly newspaper, a two-nK>med frame scliool building and 
one church building. 

AMSTERDAM. Tiiis town was laid out by the Amster- 
dam I'^own Co.. C. A. Emerson manager, in the west part of 
AVest Point township, on tlie K. C. P. & G. K. R. in 1891. 
The post-office was at first called Burrows, after the first post- 
master, and tiie station s]ioi-ted another cognomen. The 
railroad company had no interest in the land, and it was not 
st^irted with a boom. Its growth has been slow, but steady. 
It is one of the l>est shipping )K>ints on the road. It is snr^ 
rotindiKl by a line farm and stock raising country, and coal 
is mined on throe sides of the town. It has over a dozen 
business firms, n baink. a weekly |ie^^i>aper, a substantial 
two story brick sc^hool imilding and two churches. 

MERWIN. Also on the K. C. P. & G. railway, in West 
B.>one township, uts-ir the Kansas line, was located at the 
time of the building of tlie road on the land owned by L. S. 
Richardson. Tiie town has enjoyed a subst^tntial growth 
and lively trade. It has a number of good brick business 
houses and good stores n two-story frame school building; 
two church buildings, a bank, a creamery and a weekly news- 
paper. It also has a fine college building, the school bein^ 
under the successful management of Professors Bnnyardf 
Smith and Reynolds. 
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JOUXSTOWX. Jtiliustowii. 111*? ui«>1ro]M>lis of Sjmwo 
township, is oue of the tildt'st towus iu tin* county, ami has 
lxH»n treatocl as sucli liiTftofori*. Oniu* Xiu* ui<Hri>|M>risof the 
county, it hsis )on;f sim-e fallon from tliat hi;irli pc»sition, and 
Is now only a littk* inlaiiil vill i^e. with only the nienioriesof 
its ft>rnier irreatnt^ss, but yet eontn>ls a Jar^e aiU4>untof l«Ktal 
trade, notwithstaudin;; its many ui]sfortun<»s. Surrounded, 
as it is by a uob]<\ ^eu«»rous and enterjirisiiijj: ixM>]de, it will 
ever live, at least iu the uieiuory of the writer a.; that s]Mjt 
around which cluster the n^meujbrance of tiK* hopes, aspira- 
tions and disap)M>intiuents of his youth and ««arly ujanluiod. 

OTHER TOWNS AXD POST OFFICES. Spruce is an 
inland village of Det^pwater ti>wnshi]>: was foundeil in JHHTk 
It now hasthnn^ genera) stones. dru2;rst<ire, blacksmith shop. 
s<*hool houM^ and two chuivhes. Pleas;int«rap, in Pleaf^uit 
l>ap townsiiip, now traus;icts cimsiderable liK-al busini^ss. 



I Pa}Mnsville has survive<l many harflshi]>s and is now a lively 

• village. Aai*on, fouiuled f4>ur of live years ^iinc-e near the 

[ wi»st line of Min^o township, has a iKist-ofticn^ and general 

store. Maysburi?, also in Min^ro township, started in IHTH, 
[ now has several business firms. Pniirie City, in Prairie 

township, in early days an aspirant for rsiilway advanta;ircs, 
is now composed of iK>st-ol!ice and s«*veral stories. Virjuriuia, 
Ioc4it4»din Ciiarlotte tr>wa>hip. has a post oftic*e, twochun-hes 
and seversil stores. Lone Oak is a })ost-ol!ict» and tmdin;* 
]K>int iu Pleasant Gap township. Billiard, a small villa^xe, 
with iK>st-ofHce, in ncirt h-Wi*st ern part of Sj>ruce t4)wnship. 
Altona, in Grand River township, <^t4ibrishiHl just ix'fore tln^ 
war. S])ra^ue, in the east jwrt of Howard t<iwnship,. has 
two hundriHl citizcMis and s«*vera1 business firms. Uurdett, 
in East Boone townsiiip, is an old town of considerable loc;il 
iu[i)X)rtanee. Dana occupies the siteof old WestPoint. Vin- 
ton, also in West Point township. Elkhart is the local tradr 
ing point of Elkhart township. Mulberry, in Homer, still 
transacts considerable business. Worland is a village in Wal- 
nut township. New Home, Coruland andNyhartare in New 
Home township: Peru, in Lone Oak: Reynard, in Hudson, 
and Shobe, in New Ht>me township. Passaic, railway sta- 
tion in Mound, and Culver, on line between Shawnee, and 
Spruce.. The aljove named jdaces all have )x>st*offices. 
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L. B. ALLISON 

was born in Holland, Erie County, N. Y., in the year 1835, and spent 
his early life largely in the private and public schools where he resided. 
At the age of seventeen he studied two years under a normal instructor and 
then began teachins: in the rural schools of Western New York. He after- 
wards took a full course in the celebrated Fredonia Academy, graduating in 
1857, and resumed teaching. Taught village schools as principal till com- 
ing to Missouri in 1867, when he began teaching in public schools. Was 
elected County School Superintendent in 1S68, and engaged largely in or- 
ganizing new school districts, some sixty in number, during his term of 
office. Was Principal of the Butler Public Schools for three years, insti- 
tuting the first graded system of the same. Resigning on account of ill 
health, he spent several months in Colorado, On his return, he entered 
the Butler Academy then in its infancy, where he taught twelve consecutive 
years with Rev. Powelson and Prof. J. W. Naylor. Those prosperous days 
of the school will long be remembered by both teachers and pupils. Was 
elected superintendent ot the Appleton City Schools in 1S89 and taught a 
successful term of one year and began his second term under favorable con- 
ditions save that of health, which failed, forcing him to resign. For a time 
his recovery was deemed impossible, but what was regarded at the time as a 
great calamity has proved a great physical benefit, for his recovery gave 
him a new lease of life, and the present time finds him still engaged in his 
chosen profession, with the same earnestness, zeal and vigor of twenty 
years ago, and has probably taught more years in Southwest Missouri than 
any other person. Has kept up with the times, nor has years of faithful 
work in the school room lessened his ardor in the cause of education. He 
is strong and vigorous both in body and mind, and as capable ot efficient 
service as a man of twenty-five. He is a close student, and a scholarly 
gentleman, and no teacher with whom we are acquainted stands closer to the 
army of young men and women who have sat at his feet in the class room 
than he does. This fact alone is a monun^ent to his fidelity and enduring 
work. 
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PUULIC SCHOOLS OF BATKS COUNTY. 

tlVep:ire»l l>v lV«»ITe»*M»r L II. AIIikou.) 

B;iU*s County in 1><<'m was in a stjito of desolation. But 
f jur* seliojl liLiuses surviVv>d the ravaji^es of the war; one at 
PK*asaut Gap and is now their district school house, one on 
Soutli Dvs»|>watcr, known as the Radford School House, and 
is now in a dilapidate;! cojidition: one near Johnsto\ini; aud 
one on the head of Elk Fork on the Evans' farm. The two 
last weix* uschI ft)r school houses a short time only. School 
houses were rendezvous for Ijushwhackers and scouts dur- 
in.ir the war and when they were forced to abandon them 
th<\v usually set tire to them, aJid in that way they were 
burniHl up. T.icre were only five of the old teachers who 
r<^»turniHl to the caunty after the war, viz: A. E. Page, 11. J. 
KciHl, William Re(|ua, Mrs. Sarah licM]ua and Miss Joseph hie 
Jiiiilett. Eavid McGaugliey was a]}poin1ed cxmntj' sujxt- 
iatendent of public si!:iools for the county at the May term 
of tile cjunty court, in ls(K). and the next da^- after his ap- 
pointment Geor«re Lainpkin and Mrs. E. Burkleti, his sister, 
were *rrautiHl c.*rtilicates to t4*:ii*h. Mr. Lampkin commenced 
teacliinir at Pleasant Gap the next Monday and taught there 
for one ymir. Miss Requa tau;rht school in tiie Radford 
.school hou.<e t!iat summer and fall and (TiH>rge Hill at Johns- 
town. A teaipjrary sXiojI house was built at Butler in the 
summer of INH), and the lirst s<*liool was taught by Proffess- 
or Cavendi.slu a graduate of Asiibury University, Kansas, 
in the fall and winter of IMM^ and 1H(>7. At that time there 
weiv but live or six si-hools in the county. Tiie tii-st new 
schcKil honsi' built in tlh* county' after tiie war was the Els- 
wick si*h;H>l house aud the next was in the Parks neighbor- 
hood, all in Charlott4» township. n, 

David Mcliaugiiey was t'locle<l sujH«rintt»ndeut of public 
schools NovemU'r, IMU), for two years. The fall of that 
year aud tiie following winter most of the county was reor- 
g3i:iiz.*d intt) .schoiit districts. The* former bcmndaric*6 of 
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school districts were tiitally obliK^nitiH] aad lojt, and in tlic 
hurry to have schools started «:$ soou as two or three fami- 
lies settled lu a toarosliip thojor^uizod it into a s<*ho:4 dis- 
trict and hoilt a ^ioc>l house. S'jon these districrts had to 
be divided and subdivided. In mau^* townships the first 
school house had to be qiuVvhI to aceotuoilata tiie districts. 
In some towa5^]is tiie tear^beis land hnd increased enor- 
mously which ^ive a ^ri*at im]Kntts to our sclioolsand induc- 
ed ma uy ;^3d teachers to come to the cou nly . The tt^achers' 
salary was good. Duriii«r J HIT and IMiH some forty or fifty 
new sc1mk>1 himses were built and had ^rood seiiocris in them. 
During these twoyear.» t!ie superiuteudeiit introduced the 
system of visiting the district schtM»l>. holding examinations 
and lecturing upon educational t:»]>ics which w;ls appriH-iattnl 
by scholars and i^r^^nt:; and was vory su(x?«*ssfully <-arried 
out by his suctn^ssor. In XovemU^r. lstV< ProlTt?ssor L. U. 
Allison was elected ouutr sni»eriatendent for two years. 
The capital sc]kk>I fund survived the war in the liest state of 
presen-ation of anythiog in the county. The princi|)eil had 
mostly all been loam*d out and sec*ured by decnls of trust. 
The note3 and deeds wer-> all S4V«.*d and a<*cumulated interest 
for four or five years, only a few notes f.>r ^5 J and under 
were worthless- Tlie sale of the school lands liofore the war 
amounted to about ;s<ia.tXVi whii*h has biHm augmented to 
about ^]00,<Mv> from tLe sale of lands. Tiie rapid rise in the 
value of lands had a g«iod effect uiM>n our school fund, mak- 
ing the sc'jool fund of Bates Gcunty tiie second best of any 
county in the state. 

The number of school districts Increi'^ rapidly during 
the superintendency of ProL L. B. Allison, as his annual 
report to the state superintendent for the yesir 1870 will 
abundantly prove. 

In the year InK^ Bates County ranked fourth in tlie amount 
expended for tlie building of sc1uh>1 liousi-s, and in 1^70 she 
stood second, expending that y«*ar the sum of $14,170.71. 

The first teacliers* institute ever held in t!i4*county was or- 
ganized in Butler at tiie First Presbyterian Church on the 
24th day of May, l>^6i*. Xearly fifty tea«cl)«»r8 were in at- 
tendance, and a rem:irkably interesting session of five days 
was held under the leadership of the county superintendent, . 
-whohad devoted much time in the Esist to institute work. 
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The result of tiis te:icliers' meeting was imiuediatc iu ilc ef- 
fect upoD the schools, for the teachers, with hardly an ex- 
ception, eiHleavored to pat in practice the methods of in- 
stroetiou presinited to them^ sind a marked <*hange for the 
better was plainly visible. 

A second sessicm of three days, beginning on the Ist day 
of Septemlier following, was held in the same place as tJie 
tirsU and the institute was favored with the aid of the state 
superintendent of public iustruction and his assistants, Profe. 
T. A. Parker and Edwin Clark; also Prof. Jasper A. Smith. 
Nearly* every Wacher iu the county was present and mani- 
fi^tiHt a lively interest in the proceedings. 

A rai>id sulvancement iu the status of the common scbocds 
of the ci»uuty and tiie awakening of the people in their be- 
half, indnci^ the sujK^riutendeut to call the third meeting of 
the Bates County Teachers Institute, in April 1H70, toPap- 
insville, then the second town in the county. The teachers 
were warmly welcomed by the citizens of the town ^tid were 
invited to share their hospitalities. About forty teachers 
were enrolled during tlie session, and several of the citiaens 
t<K>k )Kirt in the proceedings, making the session both an 
i.itoresti^ig and profitable one. 

A change in the school law made by the, state legislature 
during t}u! Minter of 1H70, making more liberal provisionsin 
the increase of the number of days for official work, enabled 
the supi^rintendeut to visit and examine into the condition 
of every school in the c;Hinty, also to consu't with sclKxri ot- 
iicers and secure uniformity, both in the schools and the 
proper school district reports. 

Tiie first brick scliooi house in the county was erected in 
Butler. Work began on the s;ime in the fall of 18C9, though 
not completed till the latter part of the next year. Located ' 
at tbe head of Ohio Street, on the west side of towp, wheYe 
the pn^sent enlarged building now stands. Its original oost 
was about >^,<NKI, and was among the first school buildings 
that were furnished with tlie psitent seat and desk. 

Man3* fine school buildings were erected in various parts 
of tlie coant3* during tbe y<>2ir of 1870, and the two yeafs fol- 
1 awing and most of them were furnished with patent school 
furniture. 

In tbe fall of 187ilL lir. Charles Wilson was elected as 
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eouiity su])enuteii(]eut. Umlcr liis iiduihiistnition, sevi'ml 
new districts were or^raiiizcHl to im^»l the wants of the ]kn)]>14* 
in their newly formed s^'ltlonients. Two lewchers institutes 
were held, both in Butler^ w*hidi were well :ittend<*d ai)d 
profitably conducted. James Uar]>er succ-eedetl Mr. Wilson 
in January^ 1H73, and was the last amon^ the su])enntendents 
who visited amou^ the scliools, bj* reason of a change in the 
scIkk)] law. 

Ekluca^tional maittt^rs in Bates County are at present in a 
highly prosjjerous condition. The great majority of districts 
having commodious and comfortiible buildings seait^Hl and 
furnished w*ith modem applianc<.^ yards fenced, and many 
of them set to trees, the latter having be4*n largely siH-unnl 
through the more genenil ol,iservanc-e of Arbor Dsiy, and tlK* 
gresiter intert^t taken in bi*autif3*ing our school suri*ouuil- 
ings.. Parents are awakening to tlie fact that the plac<» when* 
their children must sjiend nearly half of then' early life, and 
that during the formative p<»riod, should be miulesis attnict> 
ive as i>ossible to secure the best results. We have not yet 
attained all tliat is needed in this dinn^tion, but some prog- 
ress has been made and it will continue to sweep onward, 
always gathering impetus as it moves, until in the not far 
distant future, we shall have reached our goal. 

Under the present school law of Missouri, lisites Ck>unty\s 
school interests are in the hands of a County Sc;hool Com- 
missioner, whose princijKil duties are the issuing of sjiec^ial 
certificates when the In.stitute is not in session, mating with 
Institute Board as ex-ofiicio memix^r of that Ixkly, and tlie 
hearing of cases under the school law Cviming under his jur- 
isdiction. He is usually employed as an instructor in our 
Institutes also, but this is not an ofticial duty as Commis- 
sioner. 

The standard of our schools is rapidly sidvancing, as many 
of our teachers are more fully awakeniMl to the res)xinsibilities 
of the\r position. Every ti»acher in the county now attends 
the institute. The number of first grade teachers has in- 
creased more largely than tJiose of the lower gnides, which 
is partly due to the fact that many of our s('h<x>I ofiiters are 
looking more to the qua li fictitious of teachers, smd are be- 
coming convinced that "cheap teachers. are dear at any 
price." ^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



.OF ltAT£tf COUKTV 01* 

The iudebteduess of most districts having Iieeu liquidated, 
Hchool taxes are not so burdensome as formerly, consequent- 
ly a lai-ge number of districts are now able to have from sev- 
en to eight months of school each year, thereby saving teach- 
ers the trouble of "Jiunting a new school" at tlie end of each 
four montlis term. This is mutually beneficial to both school 
and teacher, for the too frequent change of teachers is a ser- 
ious Jiindnince to the prosi>erity of our schools. 

In the last fifteen years many advances, both legislative 
and pedagogical, have been made toward the betterment of 
our schools, and wo have undoubtedly received some benefit 
from each of them. Tlie Institute law, while we believeit 
open to impix)vemeut, has been the instrument of bringing 
the tCHcliers together in greater numbers and elevating their 
professional pride and increasing, in a marked degree, their 
proficiency as n class, since in these institutes the inexper- 
ienced are able to gather much Ix^neficial assistance from the 
more experienced. 

And the Text- Book law, while yet in a very crude state, 
perhaps and subject to much criticism whether deserved or 
not, has been of invaluable aid to our schools by at least se- 
curing uniformity in our texts, and with this help any teach- 
er should be far enough beyond mere text book knowledge 
to expand as necessary, when the text book shall be ex- 
hausted. 

Th<>se things, together with the recognized standing of the 
t4!acher as a professional man, have broadened his horizon, 
caused him to push upward and onward toward the, as yet, 
unattained summits of the mountains of universal knowledge, 
und so working untold benefits to our children for, ^'As the 
Teacher, so is the School.** 

The province of the historian being a truthful and unbiased 
rendering of facts rather than an indulgence in rhetorical 
figures, we here give a few statistics which will the better 
show tlie progress maide fix)m 1870 to 1898 m Bates County's 
schools. 
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! CX)MPARAT1VE TABLE. 

1870. 1HH8. 

[ Number of school children 5,7-19 10,027 

j Number of ebildreu atteDding 3,574 10,075 

[ Number of public schools 91 SOO 

I Number of school houses 78 1o5* 

I Number teachers attending institute. .60 A^l 

I Number volumes in school libraries 2,500 

1 Value of school libraries <e,250 

Number of trees planted Arbor day SOO 

■ ^ 1 ■ ' 

* Owing to our inability to secure the exact number of 
I school houses from any reliable record at this time, we only 

approximate it from what we have at hand. 
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IN. A. WADE, 
Senior Editor of Bates County Weekly and Butler Daily Democrat, was 
born in Harrisville, Harrison County, Ohio, April 37, 1843. 
His tather, Robert Wade, was a native of New Jersey, and his mother, 
whose maiden name was Elizabeth Matson, was born in Virginia. 

He was reared in Ohio, and educated in its public schools and at 
• \ Franklin College. 

; ' He was a member of Co. E, Fifteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry during 

i the Civil War and served two years. He participated in the battles of the 

Atlanta campaign and at Nashville and Franklin. 

He taught school before and after the war, and was Principal of the St. 
Clairsville (Ohio) High School just previous to coming to Missouri. 
Read law when he could spare the lime from school duties arfd was ad- 
mitted to the bar in Ohio in 1868. 

Came to Butler, Mo., October 23, 1868, and practiced law until January 
ist, 1871, when he was appointed Deputy Circuit Clerk and Recorder. 
In July, i87i,he and J. Scudder, the latter of whom subsequently became 
President of the Adrian Bank, after he had sold his interest to' the former, 
January i, 1882, and since deceased, purchased the Bates County Democrat, 
and the former has been editor of same and is now. He started the Daily 
which he is conducting, in June, 1889. 

He was a delegate to the National Democratic Convention of 1876 at 
St. Louis which nominated Samuel J. Tilden. Was Postmaster in Butler 
during President Cleveland's first administration. Is holding the position 
of Inspector of Oils for Bates county during absence of Lieut. Wade in the 
Philippines. Was united in marriage to Mrs. M. J. Weed, whose maiden 
name had been Mary J. Dimmett, daughter of W^m. Dimmett of Blooming- 
ton, Ills., a native of Maryland, in December, 1871. They have one son, 
Lieut. Ben R. Wade, formerly assistant editor of the Democrat, now 2d 
lieutenant in the 32d U. S. Volunteer Infantry, serving in the Philippines. 
They had one daughter, who died quite young. 
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XEWSPAPES DI&ECTOKY. 



Bader Daily Democrat. 

Daily Mining Review, 

Bates CoDDty Deinocrat, weekly. 

The Pree Press, ** 

Bates CoQuty Record, 

Butler Weekly Times. ** 

Bates Coanty Repoblicsii ^ 

Mininir Review, *• 

Western Entorprifwi, " 

Rich Hill Tribone, . 

The Critic, 

llonlor Telei>liOiM% *• 

Riiokville Reflex, 

Adrian Joomal, ^ 

Border Breeses, ^ 

Merwin Mirror. ** 

Amoret Beacon, ** 



Butler, Ifai 
RidiHiU, ^ 
Birtler, ^ 



RichHyi, ^ 



Home. 

Rodnrille, 

Adrian, 

Amsterdaai, 

Merwiii, 

Anorat^ 



The newspapers published in the county prior to the CMl 
War, were The Bates Gonnty Standard, at Bntler, bj W. K 
Perry, 1858 to 60; The Western Times, also at tiie oonntjf 
seat, by W. P. Green, 1S60 and 61: The Banner, at West 
Point, by T. H. Sterens, 1S59 to 61. All collapsed in ^m 
early stages of the war, and none were resurrected after the 
close of hostilities. 

The first paper established after the dose of tiie war wan 
Tlie Bates County Record, at Butler, in 1866, and it has been 
published continuously since that time. The Bates Cdnnlj 
Di^Qiocrat was started by Feeley A Rosser, in 1869^ passed 
under the control of Wade Jt Scudder, in' 1871, and the en- 
tire control was aissnmed by K. A. Wade in 188S; nnder whose 
control it has continued to flonrish. The Butler Wedd|y 
TiuH^ was established in 1878^ by Newsom A Lanbom, in 
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i ls79 Clm^ T. McFarlaiMl sncceeded Lsinhom^ aud in IHHOhe 

' i«ecttred coutn>l of tlie p(i|ier, but was afterwards ftiicceed<Hl 

by J. D. Allen. 

The Rich |II11 Gaz?tte wa^ estublishoJ at Rich Hill in 
]8H«>, by Huckobj & Eldrifl^o, who were in 18H1 succeeded 
by Eldridge A Cobb. In tlie Kame year, also at Rich HilU 
The Miuini? Review was launcheil by Thos. Irish, and iu 18HI 
The Western Enterprise was started at tlie same {riace by 
Wiseman A MagilL Tlie Adrian Advertiser was established 
at the new town of Adrian, 1>y E. T. Kirkpatrick, in 18H2. 
The Bates County Republican wsis launclied at tlie county 
seat, also in 18H:!. It enj4>yed a slK>rt and somewhat check- 
ered career, and was ediU^ in turn by John Brand, Edgar 
Beach and Robert Grierson. Mr. Beach died soon after as- 
suming control of the paper. 

In her early days Foster hud several newspaper ventures, 
and in the last few years has had two different claimants tor 
her sunMMTt, but is now witlmnt a local ptiper. The Adrian 
Register was started in 18H0 and published tor about two 
years. 



\^ 



V During the last decade the following have for a time flour- 

ished and passed off the stage of action: 

The Amoret Cliiet by T. J. Trickett; The Bates Ci>unty 
Globe, at Hume, by Palmar Bros., had a short carper; The 
Bates County Populist, at Rich Hill, by A P. HackeU: and 
The I>ader, at Rockvllle. 

Although we find an occasional wreck along the wayside 
of the newspaper past in Bates County, it has on the whole 
proven to be an exceptionally good field for the newspaper 
men, as can readily be seen from the number of local papers 
which it suiqx>rts. Almost every town of sufilclent siae to 
aspire to any considerable prominence as a trading point, 
supports its local paper. And in turn we can say that the 
county owes much to the earnest and untiring efforts on the 
part of her press to promote every worthy enterprise and lead 
the way in evtnry advance. 

The Bates County Record, the oldest paij^er now published 
in the county, was established at Butler a third of a century 
since. O. D. Austin A Son are publishers, the senior mem- 
ber of the firm having been in control of the paper since its 
early days. It is republican in politics, and has led the 
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iwrty ill evorjr caui]):iigii siocvtht* war. Itssi^uiorcHliiorluis 
^ twkv h»»W llio positiouof piist master at Butler, is promineDt 

ill M:iMmie aud l^rsiiul Army cin-les and has at all times been 
ri^^rdinl as oii«^ of tlio leading ctltizens of tlie county. His 
son. E. S. Austin, has been connected with some of the 
hmdin^ psi))ers of the state, and is an *^p todate** journalist. 
Th<* Itecord l^as a lar^e circulation, distributed to all parts 
of the coanty. 

The Bates County Democrat, has been under the control of 
that veteran newspaper man. Col. N. A. Wade, for thirty 
yeairs, is democnitic in politics, and its editor is one of the 
jKirty leaders of the state. He was postmaster of Butler un- 
der Cleveland s first term, and now holds the position of 
Coal Oil Inspector for Bates County. His son, Ben. R. Wade, 
who has until recently been connected with him, is now a 
lieutenant in the SUd U. S. Volunteer Infantry Regiment do- 
in«; duty in the Philippines. The Democrat has a very large 
circulation. N. A. Wade & Co. also publish Tlie Butler 
Daily Democrat, which is issued from the office of The Bates 
^^ County Democrat. It receives a good local patronage. 

Tlie Butler Weekly Times holds third place in respect to 
age. but is one of the leading papers of the county. It is 
now published by J. D. Allen & Co., is democratic in politics 
and riH-eives its .share of the p;irty's honors and emoluments. 
Mr. Allen was jiostmaster at Butler from 1893 to 1897, the 
third in succession of newsjiaper men to hold that position. 
He also stands very high in the councils of his party, and 
has been honoivd by ap]x>iutmeuts to other high stations. 
Tlie Times i.s a model county pa]>er, and enjoys good support. 

The Local News was established at Butler, in 1888, by R. 
J. TricketU who .sold out to B. R. L. Poston, and the name 
of the pajK^r was changed to Weekly Union. In May, 1890, 
the plant was purchased by the Weekly Union Company, an 
inc3ri>jrat«Hl concern, and M. V. Carroll was employed by 
the board as tnlitor. He continued with the ]>aper till July 
]hDX when he was succeedcKl by G. P. Garland. He edited 
the Union until March Jst, 1894, when W. O. Atkeson was 
employed as editor, and has conthiuifd with it to tiie present 
^ * time. In November, 1893 the concern was incorporated uu- 

^ der the law with a capital stock of ^,000. On June, 1, 1895, 

the name of tho Union was changed to The Butler Free Press, 
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its j>ri»s(nit naiuo. It is a vigorous, ft^arlf^ss. |)oo|))«^ purty 
l>ai>er, ably odiUnl, aiul eujoys a wide circulatioD and larjure 
inllneiice iii local affairs. "" 

The Bsites County Republican^ estsibli.ihed at the county 
seat, July, l.^Hi, by Ctiambers & Cuhenour, soon afterwards 
p:issed under control of J. F. Cnambers, is a recent appli- 
cant for the sup|M>il of Bates County's citizens. It Is an out- 
spoken advocate t>f Republicanism, and under tlie manage- 
ment of its energetic young publisher, is making substantial 
progress and- has gained a wide circulation. 

The Mining Review, at Rich Hill, is now published by 
Walters & Carr. It is a Democratic paper, ably edited and 
well supported, its circ*ulation extending over the entire 
county, and enjoys the distinction of b3ing the largest in siae 
of any pap<*r in the county. Its publishers also issue a daily 
edition which receives merited support and is a financial suc- 
cess. 

The Rich Hill Tribune is now on its tenth year, and under 
the control of J. C. Oldham and R. E. Pichard, editors and 
publishers, it is Republican in politics and its senior editor is X 

secretary of the Republican County Committee. It, howev- 
er, devotes much space to local news and is a very popular 
paper, esi>ecially in the south part of the county. 
K The Western Enterprise, also at Rich Hill is published by 

I Col. Wiseman, is Democratic in politics, is ably edited and 

secures its full share of tlie support of its town and its party. 
Ij Tlie Critic was launched at Ricli Hill in 1898, by Warren 

\l Bros. It is edited A)y Fred D. Warren, and is an advocate of 

I Modern Socialism. Its editor is a graduate of a journalistic 

Art school,, and enlivens his articles by timely and character- 
istic cartoons.' Tlie Critic is secruring a large circulation in 
the state. 

The i)iiiH»r that made its first ssilutiitory in the city of Ad- 
rian was the Adrian Advertiser, E. T. Kirki>atrick, editor 
and proprietor. Published Saturday, Seiitember 9, 1^82. 
^ Politically the Advertiser was strictly Democ^nitic. The pa- 

< per proved profitable both to the public and publisher. In 

1885 and *86 tlie Advertiser changed hands and M. H. Sly l>e- 
came editor until 1888, when it again changed, and was pub- / 

lished on Thursday, with E. T, Kirkpatrick editor. In Jan- ( 

? uary 1869, the town company had charge of it. and changed 

^ . 
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J. FRANK CHAMBERS. 

The subject of this sketch was born in eastern Bates county, 
Mo., January 26, 1868; lived on his father's farm, assisting on 
same and going to school in the winter, until he was twenty 
years old, then he entered Butler College where he attended 
school two years. From this school he went to the Ft. Scott 
Normal College which he attended one year. He then taught 
school two years and afterwards farmed and taught school, and 
was also engaged in the mercantile business at Spruce, and at 
Butler. In 1894 he was married to Miss Callie M. Patrick. 
To them have been born four children. 

Mr. Chambers has always taken great interest in politics, 
being a Republican. In 1898 the Republicans of Bates honored 
him with the nomination for Circuit Clerk and h\ came nearest 
to election of any one on the county ticket. June 30, 1899, Mr. 
Chambers, together with W. C. Cohenour, edited, published and 
sent out the first copy of the Bates County Republican, which 
Mr. Chambers is now editing and publishing, he having pur- 
chased the interest of Mr. Cohenour. By good management 
and hard work he has built up one of the leading Republican 
papers of Southwest Missouri. While Mr. Chambers is yet a 
young man he is quite well known in and outside of Bates 
county. He has a bright future before him. 
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the uame to Tho Journal. The company put M. O. Smith 
in charge. !u a short time it was sold to McBride & Hutdi- 
insoo. In 189^ wais sold to Hogan A Co. In • 1891 it went 
to Hogan & Dowell. At tlie expiration of two mouths Dow- 
oil bought Hogan out. J. E. Dowel! was then editor and 
proprietor until 1892. when he sold a half interefit to L. R. 
Purkey. It is now published b^* Dowell & Parkey, is an ex- 
cc^Ilent local paper and enjo^^s a good patronage. 

The R<K*kviIle Keflex was established in 1893 by Santford 
Hardy, wlio is still its editor aud publisher. It has ''enjoyed^ 
some opposition in the local field, but has f^teadfastly sup- 
p3rt4*d its t4HVi] and locality, and In turn earned the hearty 
support of the citizens of that localil*y. 

Tiie Border Telephone, established at Hume in 1890, is 
])ublished by Moore & Son, and edited by Liewis Moore, one 
of the bright young n<?wspaper men of the state. It is "A 
live, progressive, independent local paper, devoted to spread- 
ing the news, and earning a few dollars in cash," as its head- 
line announces, all of which it certainly accomplishes. 

The Boi-der Breezes has been published at Amsterdam 
since 1h94, by S. L. Tathwell, and has received the loyal sop- 
port of its town and community. 

The Merwiu Mirror was also established in 1894, and is 
owned by A. J. Oaks, an experienced publisher. It is a 
good local paper and enjoj'S the hearty support of its^ pa- 
trons. 

The Amoret Beacon has recently been launched by H. 
Cline & Son, Eli J. Cline, the youngest editor in the county, 
at the helm. 
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CRIMES AND CASUALTIES. 

<l*rr|iiinNl l»tr K«l. s. AwKtin } 

To dc^il tlie erimeK irhich hnve been committed in Bat«s 
C<»Qiity siiiccf the war is an undertsikiu^ tliut is limited by 
tlie ability to 84H*iire facts. There were inany, aye too many, 
to give details in fact. Bates County is not i^reater In crime 
tluin other eoontles in the state. In fact, takinis: the |x>pnla- 
tion in proportiou to the otl>er eoontles in tiie state, we have 
bei*n partieolarly fortunate in this respect. We have had 
bad crimes committed here. We have made a record that 
would be a credit to any law-abiding communis. There are 
not a lO'eat naany evidences of n vicious community. Wliat 
has happened to mar the pa^jres of the county's history were 
mincHr crimes, wlien compared to the bloody record<s of oth«- 
communities. 

Bates County ha^ led in the ^?ood wcnrk rather tlian tlie 
bad. A history of her churches — her people — her iustitu- 
tio!is of all kinds would prove more attractive and tlie sub- 
ject would be productive of j?re:iter results. We are a law- 
abiding ominunity in all definitions of the term. We have 
^rown from a wilderness to a community of prospenms peo- 
ple without any really |p-eat crime to point Ymvk to with 
shame. People have had their difference and they have set- 
tled them with the knife and pistol, but this method lias not 
been popular. A study of the ctourt records will sliow that 
most of them have been arUtrat4*d by a third person or left 
to twelve good men in tlie jury box. Tliis fashion was es- 
tablished early in the county's history and it se<Hns to have 
hung on like an octopus. This« of course, has settled many 
disputes that might have otherwise b(*eu settled with the aid 
of some deadly weapon. 

There are no '"middle^ or *'dark ages** In the history of 
Bates County. Each year the county has added something 
to its advantage in education or wealth. The few crimes 
that have been committed are the results of llei^ tempers or 
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•*tior.v watiTs.'' Prolmbly the lattt^r as an example of edn- 
(*atiou i*auiiot beextollod to the skies. It is what the white 
man hn)u;rht witii him and it seems to stick. Minrally the 
county has a splendid record. 

In the ])ioueer days Bates County peo|de experienced con- 
sidemble trouble with bandits of a character produced as 
a result of border war- fare. Horse thieves were plentiful 
until an '^aoti^ or<*anization played sad haroc in tbeir ranks. 

There were some of the old copper-beadism still to be 
fonnd within the confines of the county at the close of the- 
war and it was some time before the tronUes were adjusted, 
or eradicated entirely. 

There were few crimen that are worthy of record as being 
anything out of the ordinary. On Auinist 3, 18C7, Aug. Peip- 
niier of Hudson township, shot himself. He was insane and 
had just been returned from the asylum at Fnltoo. Novem- 
l)er the 2ud, sheriff John Atkinson was robbed of $13*031 
This money beIon<re«1 to the county and was a part of the 
taxes> which he had collected. Jail birds found out where be 
kept it and one ni«;ht one of them by the name of John Walt 
escaped with the money. He was. captured and showed 
where he had hidden the money, or most of it near the jaiL 

Jost^ph Wix and Judsre Meyers came near being assassinat- 
ed at Pleasant Gap iu March, 1868. Neither was hurt but 
a number of shots were fired. This bushwhacker warfare 
broke out in several portions of the coonty, but there W4sre 
ran^ly any serious results. 

In 1877 Adam Giles (c*o1ored) found a dead body on Mound 
Rranch. Tlie remains were not identified. The store of 
Brooke & Mains, at Pleasant Gap was entered by burglars 
and iroods stolen. 

One of the peculiar shooting escapades that occurred in the 
county was that of Adam Howald, sbot by Mrs. Kdhrbackin 
Charlotte township, in October, 1878. Mrs. Rohrba^ beard 
a noise in her chicken coop and proceeded to tiiat point, 
stuck the muzzel of the gun through the door and fired. 
Uowald was a neighbor. 

Road a;;ents held up the Loi Qygne stage a mile west of 
Butler in 1879. The Greenwade brothers were convicted of 
the crime and sent to the pen. They have both served out 
their sentences. * 
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In l:^:i John F. 8taiilt\\% «1tt>nioy iu Butlor, vms shot aimI 
kilk^l by Murslml MoiTraii. wbo Iisid arrosled Stanley earlier 
iu tho •evcnlu^r on t lie rhar;^ of draukonuess. He sou^jriit 
the marshal •and jnilled a {nsIoI anil after tirin^^ two nliotis, 
which were* returned by llie mars!iaK sank U>.the unround. 
He died a few days lator and tlie city uiarslial was exhouer- 
ated. 

Wluit probably was one of the most noted crimes ever 
committed in the county was tiie muntt^r of his wife by John 
T. Leboin December 1:!<H3. Lel>o residtnl at PtKter. One 
morninjT his wife was found in a well near the Imuse. deail. 
At first it was thou^rht she had ciNuuiitted suii-ide. LuUr. 
sus|Ncion fastemnl itself t>n IIk' huslKind. He was arn.^te<l 
and after a longer trial conrk-ted. He was sent4«nced by 
Jud^e Gantt to be han^ired Au^. ±L 

His SM^itence was commuted to life impriscmment. I saw 
him in 1H!H in the (Missouri) ])enitentiary. He was fmil and 
emaciated. He was a model prisoner and has n<n*er given 
up hoi>e of bein^ rele«ised. . He has probably served as ionjr 
a senteiK-e as anyone in the •*|ii»n*' at this lime, ltMi\ in all 
aUmt seventeen 3*ears. 

Tlie year 1Hh9 seems to have Imh^u a most depl«>rable one 
for Bates County. In that year J. W. McVei;irh, a lumber- 
man at Butler, was kilhnl by Harlan Turner: the famous 
double killin^JT of C^ity Marshal Mt^nmin ami John P. Willis 
4H-curred then: D. D. Quackenbnsh committed suicide in EUk-' 
hart townshiii, and Fnink Wright, a farmer living near 
Adrian, killed Jesse Christoleer. 

Tlie killin«; of Mc Vei^h was a iKirticularly sad one. The 
two quarrele<l while under the influem^e of liquor. Turner 
pulled a pistol and kili<^ him. This occurred in a saloon 
conducted by John P. Willis. Turner was prosecuted, but 
eventually he was released and Is now residing in Kentucky. 

The murder of City Marslial Morgan by J. P. Willis, and 
Willis* death will always remain the capital crime in Bates 
County affairs. Mor^in had arrested Willis, who was at 
that time actinic as a Deputy U. S. Marshal. He (Willis) was 
a hard drinker and it was Ixnrause of l.is offensivenesson the 
streets that he was arrested. He was releaised a short time / 

after but he swore he would be reveu^ered. He proceeded to . ( 

Kansas City and secured a United States warrant for the ar- 
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rest of \]or«^:m. He came to Butler ou the ui^ht tmiu lu 
ooiopany with a trHveliiin; uiau, PrktH, who he had deputixedL 
The two weDt to Morgan's liouse aud ealiod to Iilm to come 
oat. He stepped to the door and as he did so Willis fired 
twice at him. The marshal had his pistol and be fired at 
Willis. The balls from both pistols took effect and both 
men dii*d within a few hours. Price was arrested and thrown 
111 jail. At that time I was sent to the jail with a special de-. 
livery letter for him. Ou going into the jail I w^as astound- 
vd to fi:id ait lest a dozen men with Winchesters goardiog him. 
It was on!y with the ;^reatest exertion tliat cool headed citi-« 
z:mis pivvaileil on the people to allow the law to take its* 
course. Price afterward was released. 

Mr. Morgan was one of the ablest officers tlie town ever 
ha4l. 

The muriler of Jesse Christoleer by Frank TTriglit occa- 
sioned much comment. Wright's daughter had been married . 
and a party of neigh lM>r boys gave them a chaivori. "Wright, 
who had btH^n angered by their actions, shot into the crow*d 
kiljing Christoleer. Wright was released after a short trial . 
and a few months later was mysteriously assas^nated. His 
murderer was never apprehended. 

Aliout the year '^10 Ed Boldin, a negro, killed his wife at 
Kicli Hill. He escaped and was never captured. 

Tliomas Vaugiin, a farmer residing near Cornland, was 
s!iot and killed by highwaymen in 189C. The murderers es; 
caped. 

Ijut!ier Park, son of Jefferson Park, in the Virginia neigh- 
borhocxl, shot his brother. He was afterward declared in- 
sane. In February 1H95 G. A. Heath, a saloon man at Bnt- 
ler, was killed by lien Fee, his bartender. Fee was acquitted. 

Sumner Holcomb and night-w*ateh Aleshire had a difficulty 
and the former killed the latter. After several trials Mr. 
Holcomb was acquitted and he is now a resident of Kansas. 
It was not long after that Aleshire^s eldest son had a dispute 
with Philip Mensinger, Gern^m baker, at Butler and he was 
stabl>ed with a bread knife. Mensinger was acquitted. 

D. C. Edwards. jr. is now charged with the killing of Mar- 
tin S. Shafer and his trial remains to be heard. Buck Mc- 
Oinness is now in jail charged with Burcherding*s murder. 
The outcome is uncertain. E. S. Austin. 
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Oue bot, dry suinioer* a quarter of a centurr ajro. when 
tlie witlieriii>r vrlnds swee|>iti^ over the fpnpmt western plaliiH 
had literally burnt up all vegetation and left only boamllertK 
ex])anse of «^Iitterinx sand: a. host of hungry, disgusted in- 
s<»cts, oouiui«Hily known as Colorado hx'usts or ;rrussliop|x*rK. 
rose up hi a uiii^hty cloud and, ^uidinl by instinct cham*<^ or 
providence^ took an eastward cn>urse. Herein Biites County 
we had also suffered quite severely from tlie drouth, but 
there was still jiastuni^ for our stock and tlu* corn fields 
were yet jrreen. Late one Hfterno<m the sun, which had 
been shining out of an almost cloudk»ss sky for weeks, grad* 
ually be<.*ame dimnuHl by what ap])eanHl to lie a cloud rising 
from the west. The cloud mounted high«»r and higlier, but 
instead of completely obscuring the sun as all ex|>ected« it 
t>nly dimmed its light, leaving it still visible, but of a strange 
and wildly wienl ap])earan(*e which attract4Hl tlio attention 
and caused much apprehension. All seemed to feel tliat 
some great tnmble or cat^istropliy was si^ttling down over us 
but no one had the slightest idea of the nature of the visita- 
tion. Presently an oceasicm'al insect would hit one in tlie 
face, and socm the unusual nnmlier of gnisshopjiers attractr 
ed attention, but most i>eoph^ w<M*e too troubltHl to note that 
they were different f)*om the native ^'hopper.** 

Soon the sprinkle increas«Ml to a shower, and tlien it liter- 
al ly rained grasshoppers. They kept • igh ting for se vend days, 
and it is simply imiK>ssibIe to convey to those who were not 
here at the time any conception of the innumerable throng 
of these hungry pests which dropped down upon us. Pniirles 
and meadows were soon as clear of grass as if thc^y had 
l)een swept with a fierce conflagration. Some sought to 
save their corn by cutting and shocking It, but they covered 
the shocks and ate in and through them. They ate the 
leaves from the trees ^nd hedges. They appeared to have 
unappeasable appetites and digestive organs equal to any e- 
mergen<*y. In the spring we planted and then sowed and 
the hoppers they hatched out and ate and ate. Tlie last days 
of Maj' found scarcely a green thing in the county. The 
Governor set a day on M'hich all were to pray for deliverance 
from the plague. The iK^>ple gathered in churches and 
school houses, and pi*ayed, and the hoppers gathered on 
fence.s, logs, etc. and started for their native plains. * 
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E. D. KIPP. 

The subject of this sketch is the secoiid child and only son of Wesley 
and Margarette Kipp, and was born in LaFayette, Ind., January i6, i86e). 
Wesley Kipp was born in Schaghticoke, N. Y., January ii, 1832. Moved to 
LaFayette, Ind., in 1848, and was there connected with the Toledo, 
Wabash & Western Railway until 1868 when he moved to Sedalia, Mo. 
During his residence in Sedalia he ran several hack lines south and one 
through Bates County to Fort Scott, Kan., when Bates County was in her 
infancy and prior to the building of the M., K. & T. railway. He is now a 
resident of Butler. Elmer D. was educated in the Sedalia public schools, 
at Hooper Institute and Holden College. His business career began as an 
employe in the general offices of the Missouri Pacific railway at Sedalia in 
1880. He came to Butler, July 20, 1883, and engaged in the furniture 
business. In 1884 he sold out and accepted a clerkship in the Butler 
National Bank. After a few months service there he accepted a position 
in the Bates County National Bank and remained with that institution 
until the Farmers' Bank was established in 1888. He was elected cashier 
of the Farmers' Bank, and has been continuously re-elected every year 
since. He has seen this bank grow from a small beginning to a place in 
the front rank among banking institutions in Southwest Missouri. He is a 
methodical tireless worker, and takes pardonable pride in the ^reat success 
and businness standing of the Farmers' Bank. Always a re^ubjican in 
politics, he does not allow that fact to affect or influence his business re- 
lations. As a citizen he is progressive and liberal, always Veady with 
energy and means to further any public enterprise for the general welfare. 
He is a 32nd degree Mason, Oddfellow, M. W. of A. and is Past Em. Com., 
Past High Priest and the present W. M. of Butler Lodge No. 254, hence 
his wide influence for goo'd. He was married in 1891 to Mary Myrtle 
McBride of Butler, to which union one child was born, it dying in infancy. 
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OLD SETTLERS' SOCIETY OF BATES COUNTY. 

OmSAMZATlOX. 

For som<> years it lisul been tliou^lit that an orgauization 
of tlie Old Si»tllors of Bates County into a society, would be 
a «?ood and enjoyable thing. Theivfore a call was prepared 
and uiade for a meeting of Old Settlers, to be held iu the 
court nx>ui at Butler, on Saturday afternoon. May 22nd, 
iJ^iC. at which time a large number of Old Settlers met for 
ori;":iuizntion. 



PIIOCEEDINCS OF MEETIXG. 

L. B. Allison was calUnl to the cliair. and Calvin F. Box- 
ley chosen sin^retary. The pn*sident .stated the object of 
the meetiiiir bi'i<*lly. and on niotitin by A. H. Lamb, it was 
ordennl that all ]>i^rsons who had resided in Bates County 
continuously for twenty-live ^-eirs last jKist. be requested to 
rt'gister as charter uieml>ei's of The Old Settlers' Society of 
I^iti»s County, Missouri, with a view to permanent organiza- 
tion. Tellers w«^n* ai>iKHnted by the Chair and the names of . 
Old Settlers present w«»j^ signed to the roll as charter mem- 
bers. 

On uiotion of William Page the following committee on 
]K»rmaM<*nt organi2;ition was appointed by the Chair, to-wit: 
John B. Newberry. Clark Wix, O. D. Austin, Henry Mondy 
and Caivin F. Boxley. The meeting then'adjourned subject 
t4> the call of th^ alx>ve committee.. 
Cauvix F. Boxley, L. B. Alj^isox, 

Secretary. Chairman. 



On tho ITtii day of July, 1^*!C tlie above named committee 
met at the *-Bates County Record^ <iilice and organized by 
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seloftin^r John B. Ntfwberry ch;nriu;<iK and O, D. Anstiu st»c- 

retaiy, wlion, and wliei'e llie fi>llo\viii;r prociHHliu«?s were had, x 

to-wH: 

We, the undorsi^riied citiz(»ns whose ii«iuu*s apix^ar uinm 
the roll of meiubershlp, havin«i: the •p-oatest resjKX't for the 
memories of the pjist, as well for the participinU iii the va- 
rious processes, and stirrin;^ events wliereby the mi;?h1j 
chaD<?es have been wroujrht in V.iU lx?aiitiful and fertile 
connty of ours, manifest l>y comjxiriMni of saiue surround- 
ing a quarter of u century a.iro, with the immediate present: 
and believing tliat it is oaly hy cultivatiu*^ inquiry coacTj- 
iog the numerous inciileiils of n^al life yet stored in tho 
minds of the few remainiiiJi ones of the pione.^r pi*rio.l, tint 
those valuable mementoes of tlio \r\^i can b^? prv»served fn;m 
oblivion and furlhet d.'sirin:^ to culli\-ate more friendly and- 
fraternal relations b.'»twcH»n thos<» who have <»ndured tlie 
hardships, and enjoyed tlie pleasures incident to pioneir life 
and early citizensliip in our b;»love<l county, to the end that 
we may enjoy mutual bt»nelil.4 therefroui: Do hereby org.in- ^ 

ize and establish a fraternal so^^iety to be known as tlie Old • '. 

Settlers* Society of Butes County. iIi5L>oari. 

1st, The only qnaliliwitlon n(*cvs--;<iry for membership is 
that the applicant siiail have resided in Bates Connty lor a 
period of twenty-five year; next l>:»fore makin;; aii»plic;at!o.i 
to become a member. 

2nd. Nomemlx^rship fvH» sliall h:^ c!iar;rc'd. i>ut all monies 
necessary te conduct t!io businei;^ of t!:e Ass.'x-iation shall ijo 
raised by donation at its annual meetinirs, and by subsirj])- 
tion. 

3rd. Any person, mrile or female, qualified as alx>ve, may 
b(X?ome membi*rs of tlie Society, by subseribinjx tliereto and 
having their names placxnl ujion t!ie i*oll of membership .by 
the S4?cretary. 

4th. Th<5 officers of tlie Association .sliall cjmsist of a 
Pn^sident. two Vice Presidi»nts. S^-cn^tai-y and Marshall, 
wlio sliall be eltVted from its uunnlx^rs at each annual nxjet- 
ing, and shall hold their n»s2>(H-tive oftici^s until th«ir suc*es- 
sors are elected: S:nd officers when elect<*d sliiill constitute 
a Board of Directors and Management, with full jwwer to / 

act for said ScK-iety in all things pertaining to its welfare. V 

5th. Said Society shall- UKvt once ev<»ry year for the trans- 
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ui-tioii of its lii\YluI bu.sint'ss. at snrh J)1ji<v in Bati»s County 
as shall Ik» dot<»rminc»d on, iiv vutt* at eacli annual meotinjr. 
Providnl. l:€)wcv«'r, tiiat the Mrst annual moHiu;^ shall bo 
held at Butler oii tin* -.'•!!! day of Sc»i>t*/mi>t?r, 1h*.»7. 

0th. It shall be the duty ci Xliv Fresident to preside at 
eaeli annual m;»etin;Lr. and in ease of his absence it shall be 
the duty of one of 4he Vice Presidents to preside. 

7th. It shall b<» the duty of tin* Scvretary to keep accu- 
rate minutes of tiie pnx*e< din^:.'s i>f each annual meeting, to re* 
ctMve all ujonie ; d;)uateil or suoscriiKHl for t!*e benefit of the 
Society', and account t::erefor, at « acli annual uieeting, to 
ke4^]> a nxord of the dc ath of each member re]>orted to him, 
and je]>ort same at th<^ lirst annual imn^tini: thereaifter. 

Nth. It sliall Uv» t?ie duty of the mars!iall to attend at each 
annual mei»tin<r. and to use all !e;ral means to maint^iin good 
order, to t))e end that said UKvlings may \te harmonious and 
friH.» from distinbance ;!nd violaticn of the rules of the So- 
ciety. 

l»lh. Tlie obji'ct c»f the anuiiiil mi^i'tinir of this Society is 
to bring its members to.iretlier once eacii year, for social con- 
ViTse and ixTsonal rn} )ym»Mil. r.i.d to establisli, cultivate and 
maintain that fraternal f.fhiiL: o:»e ttnrard another, that 
.sliould ever exist amoair l:i»?s^* who have IivikI neighbors for 
so many years. Tlierefor » no meml>er of this Society shall 
b;» permitted at sucli annual meetings to publicly discuss ^ny 
political, religious, or other subject in manner calculated toiu- 
jurw» the feelings or uiar the enjoyment of other members 
t!iere present. Ti)e name of any member violating this rule 
sliall be stricken from the roil of mt^mbership. 

l:»tii. It sliall bv* the duty of etch member to conform to 
tiie rules of the Sv)ciety iierri:i si»t out. and tv) use every rea- 
sonabU* elTort to make its ani.ual mec»iings sncci»ssful and eu- 
j jyable, and \ve its membv^'rs p]i»dge oursidves so to do. 

lltli. Tlie above rul<»s may by change! or amended by a 
maj:n'ity vole of the ujeaih m-s present at any ai;nual meeting. 

On motion the foregoing rules and regulations were adopt- 
ed witliout oi)position. 

Cn n.otion it was oidend tluit a call be made by the com- 
mittee for the tirst annual minuting of tlie Smiety to be held 
at Ihitler, on Saturday. SejiteudxT l*r»th, 1n*J7. 

By unajiimons c<2i.*-<nt CVj4. Jno. A. Devinny was select- 
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ed amd appoiuUnl Msirshnll for XUi* tir>t siiiouiil uK-i*tiii^ ;nid 
earueslly solicit^ to accept tlic. trust- 
On iDOtion the chair ap])oiutiHl tl|e followiu^ €-t>iijiiiitti-t» on 
arraugeineuts aud order of business, \nthfull |K>wer to make 
all necessary arrhugemeuts for the fi»^>t annual uieeiiii«r of 
the Society on September Jr>th, 1KI7, to- wit: Calvin F. Bt«- 
ley, O. D. Austin, Aaron Hart, R. S. Catron and Char]t>i R. 
Radford. Thereu|K)n the eoniniittiH^ adjourned. 
O, D. Austin, Joux B. Xewbekuy, 

Secretary. Cliainnan. 



CALL FOR FIRST AXXrAL MEETING. 

To the members of the Old St*ttlers* Society of Bates 
County, Missouri, and all others wlio have n*sided in said 
county for twenty-live years last pjist who de>ire to be en- 
rolled as members of said society: You are most cordially 
invited to meet with us at Butler, on Saturday, the -Mh day 
of September, 1897, at 10 o'clock in the forenoon of >aid day, 
in our first annual mi^tinir, for the purjjose of electing ofii- 
cers, and selecting the place where, aud th? tlm.* when, the 
secand annual meetin<? of said society shall lx» held. AfttT 
whicli, the meeting will eugjigre in a social picnic govorninl 
by the rul3s of the Society. 

All are requested to bring l>askets well filled with goixl 
things necessary for the sustenance of life: as welL bring 
any r^lic of the pioneer period you may iiave in your jx^s- 
seision, and all jokes aud reminisceuces of early timi*s in 
old Bates, that you may have stored in your minds, and turn 
them loose on that day. Let joy be nnci>nfiued to the end 
that we may have tlie most enjoyable meeting ever held in 
the West; one long to be remembered and refered to. 
John B. Newbeury, Clauk Wix, O. D. Acstix, 
Henry Moudy, Calvix F. Boxley, 

Committee. 
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PHINEAS H. HOLCOMB 

was born near Vinton, Gallia County, Ohio, on April 26, 1841. His father 
was John E. Holcomb and his mother Mary, a daughter of Capt. Phineas 
Matthews, after whom the subject of this sketch was named. Phineas en- 
joyed the advantages of the good public schools of Ohio and was 
a student of a neighboring academy until he entered the Ohio 
University at Athens in 1861, where he remained until 1863, only 
excepting the time he served as private soldier in the 60th Ohio Infantry 
in 1S62. This regiment was a part of the command that surrendered to 
the confederate army under Jackson at the battle of Harper*s Ferry 
September, 1862, and was disbanded the following December at Camp 
Douglas, Chicago, owing to the termination of its enlistment. He then 
resumed his studies in the Ohio University, where he remained during the 
year 1863, when he commenced the study uf law under the the direction 
of his uncle, A. T. Holcomb. He taught at intervals in the public schools 
and the academy where he had formerly been a student. He also engaged 
in teaching for nearly a year near Carlisle, Ky. This was in 1864 and 1865. 
The following winter of '65 and '66 he spent in the Ann. Arbor Law School. 
In 1867 he was admitted to the Ohio bar at Jackson and shortly after 
moved to Missouri. He arrived in St. Louis in April, 1867, where he was 
adnritted to practice law by the Supreme Court then in session. Hon. 
David Wagner, presiding judge, gave him his certificate of admission. He 
went to Greenfield, Mo., and remained there a year practicing law, coming 
to Butler in June, 1868, where he has ever since resided, engaged in the 
practice of his profession. He served as county attorney from the year 
1869 to 1873, and was appointed postmaster by President Grant, which 
position he held from 1876 to 1880. 

He was elected prosecuting attorney in 1894 on the Populist ticket, but 
was largely supported by both Republicans and Democrats. This position 
he filled acceptably for two years. Always taking a deep interest in public 
instruction and in the general advancement of learning and morality, he 
has done the public good service in that direction. He served the city 
upon the school board, and as alderman for a number of years; also was 
one of the Board of Regents of the Warrensburg Normal School for over 
six years. He has been a member of the Presbyterian church since 1878, 
and is now an elder in that church. Married to Miss Mary L. Henry in 
1876, and he and his wife enjoy a comfortable and pleasant home in Butler. 
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FIKST ANNUAL MEETING OF OLD SETTLERS' SO- 
CIETY OF BATES COUNTY, MISSOURI 

Porsuant to call on Saturday, the twentj -fiftli day of Sep- 
touioifr, 1M>7. the Old Settlei-s' Society met at the court 
house square iii tlie city of Butler, in their first annual meet- 
iug. The weather could not have been more propitious bad 
it biH*u siMK*ially ordered by the committee of arrangement. 
There was a slight shower the evening before, just enough 
to lay tlie dust and cool the atmosphere, but during the 
night it had cleared, and on the morning of the meeting old 
Sol aros4? in all his majesty, casting mild rays of sunshine 
over all things, animate and inanimate. By 9 o'clock the 
multitude began i>ouring in from all jioints of the compass; 
\ and l>efore 11 o'clock there were not less than 51100 i)eople 

presi^nt. At 10 o'clock, after music and song the meeting 
was called to order by CajH. John B. Newberry, president of 
the Society. Rev. Galbreath; by request, invoked the Di- 
vine blessing upon the proceedings of the meeting, and the 
lxH>ple assembled. 

An address of welcome was made by G. W. Clardy, mayor 
of Butler, and was liappily respondinl to by Rev, William 
Jones on behalf of the Society. 

The constitution and by-laws of tlie Society were read by 
the secretary and adojjted without change or amendment by 
a unamous vote. 

In the afternoon, short but interesting speeches were 
made by the folh>wing citizens of the county, to- wit: 
U<m. David A. De Armond, A. H. Lsimli, I. N. Lamon, Clark 
Wis, Henry Si>e3r, \Vm. Page, H. B. Francis and P. H. Hol- 

comb. 

All proceedings of the meeting were intersperced with 

music and song. The Butler Cornet Band out-did itself in 

the way of music chosen, and tlie rendition of the same. 

\ Too iKiuch praise cannot be rendered to the Butler Glee 

Club for the beautiful songs it sung, both sentimental and 
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comic *^Joe Boweris" as rendered by the Club \va> siiuply 
immense, and certainly was a feature of tlie eutortainiuent, 
enjoyed by alL May the sliadows ,of ihe members of the 
Club never jpt>vr less and muy the hair of t2ie Ualcli«*r, ami 
Sallie's baby never under;^o the Blondin^ Proceed;. 

During the whole day the secretary and assisUint were 
kept busy registering the Old Settlers and at the close of tlie 
exercises, there api^eared on tlie roil of membership aST 
nsimes. Many of our Old Settlers who had nc*t m?t for years 
met on this i>leas;int occasion, and dasped their hands in 
friendship, spending the d.iy in social coaverse coiicoming 
events long past and forgotten but for tliis meeting. Many 
old acquaintances were nniewed, and miny new ones madi\ 
Nothing of a )K>litic^l nature wais pi^rmitted to be discussed, 
ami not a single ofTv^usive or dise«>urteoos word was s)K>ken 
daring the day. 

The display of oKl rolic? was an interacting feature of thi» 
meeting. Especial interest ceiiter^^d in tlie hammer used by 
Mr. Noah in building the ^^ark.** The liatchet with wiiicli 
63Drgo Washington cut down his father's clu^rry tree: the 
inditin club, rsiised by **Big Bnive Indian Me** to cut short 
the breathing apparatus of Capt-aiu John Sjiitli. and from 
which he was rescued by tlie kind intercession <»f the boaiuti- 
ful Miss Pocahontas, and many others of less historical iiit4*r- 
est among whicli may be mentioned tlie following: A latin 
book, 334 yimrs old, exhibitc^l by RolM^rt J. Smith: a William 
Henry Harrison badge worn in thecamiKiignof JMit Williaiii 
Crawford; a hand-made gun, 75 years old. A. B. McFarlaiid: 
Dictionary of IHlo, pocket-book made in 1KS7 and smootliing- 
nron 01 years old. Mrs. Amanda Browning Durst; cap, Hfty 
years old, M. J. Ueaman; a bible made in IH12 and a copy- 
book HO years old, S. F. Rodg«?rs; an arithmetic made in 17-I5, 
M. S. Clay; lK>me>spun counterpane, W years old. Mrs. J. 
North; a "little brown jug," having been in use for 5H years. 
J. H. Tliomas; bullet moulds made in IKfi), J. S. WocMltin; 
book bound in skin of a deer, which was killed in Bates 
County 5i> \'ears ago, Austin Bequa; siiectiicles worn by Dr. 
Colby, of Harmony Mission, (H) years ago. J. S. WiM)dlin; 
tea-kettle 115 years old, C. LRobards; pepjier-box, lit! years 
Old, candle^stick, 1(K> years old, common gourd, in use and 
lf5 years old, snuif-box found on battle field during Revoln- 
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tMwary w;ir, J. S. M<-Cnitr: ftf.; elc. 

It is to iM' liopet) timt the ineiiiberK of th«» society will fpith- 
vv hD tlH» oM relics obt^insiUe and ])l«oe them on exhibition 
at our annual 1 UH^etin^TR. 

At four 0%-lock the ]niaps jriven by tJi4» society were award- 
ed as follows: 

The lliriH* ]irizi»s to tlu* thr^*«* men jH-esent who have con- 
tinuously r^^idfHl in Bates Goonly the lon^^est ]M^riod of time; 

1st priai». A rockiu;^ chair to J. S. Woodfin. 

:!nd priz«\ An ele^nt cane to Austin Bequa. 

:-rd prizi^ A itane to SpenciY Sells. 

Prizes t4> tlu» three women wIm> have continuously ref»ded 
in llsites C<»uuty tlie hNi;;^^ period of time. 

1st prize. Dress to Mrs. S. Jacki^on. 

:!nd ]>nzi\ A dn^s ])attem to Mrs: Jane Bains. 

:!rd priz«\ A dress ))attem to Mj-s. Edmond BartletL 

Prize to tirst white male child bom in Bates County. A 
hat to William Bequa. 

Prize to first white female child bom in Bates County. A 
V silk umbn^lla to Mrs. Sarah J. Bequa. fnd prize. A silver 

cii]> to Mrs. James B. Simpson. 

Prize to tirst cou)>le marn«Hl in Bsites County, present and 
-liviii*r tojrether. Two liiM» nickin;:: chairs, awarded :o Mr. 
and Mrs. John Evans of Shawn«H* t^wnship, who were mar- 
ries! Kov<MulM^r :;7, 1H47, and have lived there ev^" since. 

A lin<' riK-kiu;; chair was aw^irded to William Hedrick, 
pn'st^nt at the meeting, and bi»m December 13, 1H(I3, being 
the oldest man. 

A silk shawl was awarded to Sarah Wilcox White, pres- 
ent, and bom June 11, I^UI, bi^in^ tlie oldest woman. 

A sack of bc-st flour was awarded to Alfred White, as be- 
in;r the old«^t colore<l person pres4*nt, and born as above. 

There l><*in^ such a rush at tlie secretary's office during 
the day it is tlHiU^ht tlie dates ^iven by some contestants for 
. ]>riz*^ were somewhat mixed, i>at all were satisfied that if 
any ujist:ikes were made it was iMit intentionally done, and 
will \h* c^>rnH*ted at the next annual meeting, when other and 
more valuable prizes will be jriven and greater 'pains taken 
to siH-ui-e correct dates, but in the main, the awards were 
most satisfwtory to those present. 

A vote.bein;r taiken it was determined that the next annual 
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SECOXD ANXUAL MEETING. 

AT BUTLER, MISSOURI, OCTOBER 1, 18U8. 

The Society met in the court house square, in tlie City of 
Butler, pursuant to adjournment. The weather, thou«^h 
cloudy, was favorable as a promoter of solid comfort, and 
the liberal advertisement given us by the newsiiiiper frater- 
nity brought to our place of me<*ting the largest number of 
people ever assembled there. It was boliev<*d that, had the 
heavens shown clear in the early morning at about the 
time our 'Old People'' abandoned their iK*acoful slumbers 
and cast their weather-eye upwards, it would Jia ve been dilH. 
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meeting of the S<K-iety slitiuM b(^ h«>ld at Butler, nt soui4,» 
. date lobe set by the Boanl of Managi^rs. 

The following named <ift1iH»rs W4»re then clio><»n to servo 
one year and until tlieir snccvs^^r?* were duly selected, to- wit; 

Capt. John B. Newix^rry, D»H»pwaler Tvvp., PrL*sident. 

Judge Clark Wix, ** ** 1st V. Pres. 

C. J. Requa, Lione Oak Tt>wnshi|n. ind Vice President. 

Calvin F. Boxley, Mt. Pleasant Township, Secretary. 

John A. Devinny, ** *• *« Marshal. 

The thanks of the Society aredue and here tendered to the 
Press of Bates County for th«» free usi» of their columns, and 
to all our citizens w1k> hav#» in any manner contnbuted to aid 
ns in the success of this meeting. T%>o much praise cannot 
be awarded by us to Siieriff E. C. Mudd, for putting the 
court house square in such splendid condition, and for the 
use of the grand jury room for headquai-ters for the Society 
during the day. 

At 6 o'clock the meeting was adjDcnu*d by President New- 
berry, and all repaired to their liomes. feeling that tliey inid 
the most thoroughly enjoyable day of their lives. Not a '^ I 

drunken person was seen on the ground, and nothing ha})- 
pened to mar the complete enjayment of the day. All hojx* 
for many happy returns of our annual meeting. 

Calttn p. Boxley, Seci-etary. 
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cult to have proiierly csired for all who woiild liave eomo to 
our beautiful cit^*. The Queen of the Prairies, and lent the 
charm of their presence to our suoce&s. To those who mi 
Iib4»rall3* donated their funds, and to the newspaper fraterni- 
ty throughout the county, who so liberally advertised our 
meeting, we extend our heartfelt thanks. 

Tlie museum of old relics, in the hall-way of the court 
house, was an interesting feature. So dense was the crowd 
continually suri-ounding the show-cases containing these ex- 
hibits that it was imjiossible to secure a list and discription 
of the articles, or the names of the owners. There were'book% 
kiiivf^ bugles and clothing more than 100 years old. The* 
old English ])archments exhibited by Dr. Everingham, wex^ 
indeed interesting, as were two coverlets on exhibition, which 
were woven by Henry Prance, an old settler of Bates Goonty, 
in 1H16, and which have been in use ever since. 

The program was fully and faithfully carried out. After 
some beautiful music by the band. Divine blessing was in- 
voked, in a very impressive manner, by Rev. W. F. Jones, 
of the M. K Church. Bro. Jones has a happy faculty of 
saying beautiful and impressive things in prayer, as well as 
in sermons and lectures. We are thankful for God's blesang 
on our Society, which he so e;imestly asked. Mayor Fran- 
cisco's address of welcome was in warm, hearty words and 
eloquent terms, but he would persist in a<1dressing our Old 
Settlers as. '"Gentlemen of the Jury.** It is tlK>ught by some 
of his friends that, when he arose to deliver his address, he 
discovered in tl)e audience a beautiful face, and two Inigfat 
eyes fastened u)x>n him, and that the vision reminded him of 
something done, in commission, or left undone, in omission, 
whereupon our Mayor became ^^rattled." However, we also 
thank you, John, for your kind words to our •*01d People." 
Hon. Clark Wix. Vice President of our Society, responded 
to the Mayor's address, in his. usual happy manner, and his 
remarks were appropriate and appreciated by all present. 
The Butler Glee Club sang some beautiful and sentimental 
songs, which were highly appreciated and received by the 
audience with applause. The Rich Hill and Adrian Glee 
Clubs were on the program for songs, but both failed to ma- 
teralize. Miss Stella Christy's reading of ''The Chant of the 
New Union," was much.appreciated, containing as it does, m 
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beautiful sentiment. 

In the afternoDii quitt^ a unmbor of the Old Settlors of our 
Society made sliort, auiusin<r and interesting^ spiHHjhes. Your 
Sectretary cannot give the names of all who participaU?d as 
s))eakcrs, as he w«is kept busy n'gristering new mem bet s and 
tagging relics. 

After the speech-making came the awarding of prizes, and 
there were many close contests. Some were disapix>iuted, 
in a good natun^l way, but the beauty of this branch of man- 
agement is, that those who failed on this occasion will come 
in for a prize at our next annual meeting, as no member can 
draw a prize a second time until the good fortune has l>een 
l>assed around. Prizes were awardetl as follows: 

For men present who have continuously resided in Bsites 
County the longest period of time. 

1st prize. A walking cane, to GcK)rge Sears, who came to 
Bates County October 20, 1K38. 

2nd prize. A walking cane, to D. C. Edwards, who c^me 
to Bates County in March. 1H39. 

3rd prize. A walking C4ine, to J. V. Snodgrass. who came 
to Bates County April 1, 1839. 

For women present who have resided in Bates County con- 
tinuously the longest period of time. 

Ist prize. A dress pattern, toXaoma Shuster, who came 
to Bates County October 1, 1841. 

2nd prize. A dress pattt»rn. to Mrs. M. C. Miller, who 
came to Bates County May 8, 1842. 

3rd prize. A dress pattern, to Mrs. Rebewja Steele, who 
c;ime to Bates County March 1, 1843. 

Prize for first whitt; male child, present and bom in Bates 
. County. Fine umbrella, to John H. Thomas, horn Novem.- 
berll, 1839. 

Prize for first female child bom in Bates County and pres- 
ent. An umbrella, to Mrs. S. E. Craven, born October 7, 
1«J9. 

A large rocking chair, to Geo. W. Rains, as the oldest 
white man present, an actu«il settler and resident of the 
County. Uncle George was bom in Tennessee, October 24, 
1812. 

A rocking chair, to Mrs. Sarah Blankenbecker, as being 
theoldest white woman present. Mother Blankenb<H;ker was 
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born iu Virginia, May iri. 1812. 

Two Jiaiidsoiue rocking chairs, to Mr. and Mrs. John S. 
McCraw, as being the first couple married in Bates Gonntj, 
now living and present, and who have not heretofore reeriv- 
chI si prize from the Sot'iety. Mr. and Mrs. McCraw wef« 
married in Baites County on November 16, 1848. 

A sack of flour, to Fannie Harris, being the oldest colored 
])ei*son in Bates County, and bom a slave. 

As a result of the election of officers of the Sodely to 
serve until the third annual meeting of the Society; the fol- 
lowing were duly elected, to-wit; 

John B. Newberry, President. 

W. O. Hi.*dden, First Vice President. 

C J. Requa, Second Vice President. 

Calvin F. Boxley, Secretary. 

John A. Deviuny, Mai*shaL 

Calvin F. Boxuetv, Secretaty. 



THIRD ANNUAL MEETING. % 

The thii'd annual mtx^ting of the Old Settlers' Society of 
Biites County was held iu Butler, October 5, 1899, with a 
large attendance. Everything p:issed off plea.Siintly and all 
enjoyed themselves. The assemblage was called to order 
by tiie President, Hon. John R Newberry, witli a few wrfl 
chosen remarks. 

Speeches were delivered by Hon. D. A. DeArmond, Judge 
W. W. Graves, Judge Clark TTix and others. There was 
singing by "the Colored Glee Club and music by the band. 

The following ofticers were elected: 

Hon. John B. Newberry, President. 

Pi4M-c<? Ha(!kett. First ^^ce President. 

W. C. Hedden, Second Vice President, 

C. F. Boxley, Secretary. 

James Dry sdale. Treasurer. 
* J. A. Deviuny, Marshal. 

Butler was selected for the fourth reunion in 1900. 

TlircM? i>rizes were given to the three men who have con- 
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tiQUoiisly resided in Bates CoQDty tbo longest period of 

time, time of war uot computed. 

• list prize. Carving set» to L N. Layman. 

2nd prise. Cane, to R. 6. West 

3rd prize. Cane, to WiUiamsou Eeetou. 

Tiiree prizes given to tliree women present who have re- 
sided in the County the longest period of time, time of war 
not computed. 

1st prize. Dress pattern, to Mrs. Jane Melton. 

2nd prize. Dress pattern, to Mrs. Johanna B. McHenry. 

3rd prize. Dress pattern, to Mrs. A. Durst. 

To the first white male child present, bom in Bates County, 
one hat, to C. H. Rains. 

To first female child present, bom in Bates County, one 
carving set, to Sarab J. Smith. 

. The oldest white man present now an actual settler of 
Bates County, rocking chair, to J. M. Franklin. 

To the oldest white woman present now an actual settler 
of Bates County, rocking chair, to Mrs. Washington Park. 

To the oldest married couple who were born and raised in 
Bates County, and have resided here continuously since, 
carving set, to G. N. Requa and Wife. 

To the oldest married couple wIk> were present and have 
resided in the County continuously, family bible, to John L. 
Ludwick and wife. 

To the oldest colored person present, bom a slave, sack of 
flour, to Craig Mills. 
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JUDGE SAMUEL LEVY. 

Samuel Levy was born in Germany in 1846, and emigrated 
to America in September, 1S63. He started in business in New 
Madrid, Mo., in 1868, and came to Butler, Bates County, Mo., 
in 1876. He has been continuously in business there ever since 
under the firm name of Samuel Levy & Co., and his dry goods 
house has always been one of the leading establishments of the 
kind in this section of the state. He has won and retained the 
confidence of the general public to a marked degree. He is a 
conservative citizen and a successful business man. 

As an evidence of the high esteem in which he is held, in 
i888, when Associate Judge Boswell was killed by lightning, 
a numerously signed petition went to Gov. A. P. Morehouse 
praying for the appointment of Mr. Levy as successor. The 
governor appointed him and Judge Levy served out the unex- 
pired term with credit to himself and satisfaction to the general 
public. 
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ROLL OF MEMBERSHIP 

OF TNK 

OLD SETTLERS' SOCIET\' OF BATES COUNTY, MO. 



9AMWCmorumMmmm». yKmrnmrnmomm, mmlx. couictv. r. o. Amwr w, 

AtkisoD, John — Virginia 1815.1855 Butler, Mo 

Atkison, Hannah Ohio 1822.1855 " *« 

Allison, Luther B ^ ..New York 1835-1867 «« «« 

Allison, MrsL. B niinois i8>f.i869 •« " 

Austin, O. D Ohio ; 1841.1867 ._ <* •« 

Austin, Mrs. Florence.IlliQ9is 1850.1867 «« *« 

Alexander, William .1863 Burdett, •• 

Allen, G. W. .1867 Elkhart, •• 

Andrews, R. G - -1868 Ballard, *« 

Alexander, Wro. M -1S58 Adrian, *« 

Adams, Wiley , .1868 Butler, " 

Allen, David F ^1869 «* •« 

Allen, William .... .1866 . ** 

Agee, Mrs. Nancy J. ..Missouri 1841.1856 Altona, ** 

Allman, \Ym. Nelson.. Ohio 1862.1868 Amoret, " 

Brown, John W Maryland i8i3-i866.Ap'le'n City" 

Boxley, Calvin F. Indiana 1841.1866 Butler, ** 

Boxicy, Mrs. Maty E.. «• 1844 1S66 •« 

Brown, Judge David V.Ohio 1835 1870.. . " •• 

Brown, Mrs. D. .V *' 18391870 '* «* 

Brannock, J. R.. ....Illinois 18441867 •* " 

Berryhill, Thomas S , 1867 Butler, Mo 

Bartlett, James E Missouri -1858 " «« 

Baker, Jeremiah i85S,.Prst Gap, «* 

Besket, James H- Virginia 1S22.1866 Butler, " 

Burrows, William H ...... _. -1868 

Bentley, John T Missouri 1842.1872 '• 

Bosma, John Holland ....1840.1870 

Bell, Aaron H Kentucky 1S41.1869 Ballard, - 

Barmock, William H ...Indiana. 1841. 1 866 ... Butler, ** 

Bailey, Daniel J .. _.... 1840^^ Rich Hill, «* 

Boyd, John F ..... .1870* Butler, «* 

Black, Carter F. ... ..... _. .1866.^ ... 
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Name of Member. 

Bowles, Z. H... 

Bartlett,Judge Edmbnd 
Bartlett, Mrs. Edmond 

BradeD, J. T 

Ballew, Mrs. Ada 

Bellamy, R. Y 

Bellamy, Mrs. R. Y 

Braden, Henry 

Boyd, Ben P 

Bomar, Mrs. Ruth 

Blankenbaker, C. C 

Borron, J. A 

Black, W. H. H 
Black, Mrs.W. H. H 

Biirkleo, Mrs> 

Biirkleo, Miss E. L 
Burch, Mrs. Mar)'. 

** Monroe 

Braden, R. L 

Berry, John 

Beaty, Fann}' 

Bailey, Mrs. Caroline F 

Barron, E. B 

Bracken, Mrs. Ellen ... 

Barton, J. R 

Brown, C. W 

1. N . . . . . 

Bowling, Ben F 

Black, W. P 
Berry, Mrs, Lucy 
Bos we] I, George Vest 
Burkhart, Owen M 
Brown, Benard. 

Bracken, Jacob 

Beaman, John H. . 

Mrs. Eliza. _ 
Blankenbaker, Sarah .... 

Brown, Emma .^ 

Bomar, Joseph L 
IJlack, William G. 



Ycur 



^tiere Rom. 



Kentucky 

X. Carolina. 



1817. 
1815 



Missouri 



1S40 



Virginia 18 16 



Missouri 



1823 



Missouri 

Canada 

Illinois .. 

N. Carolina. 
Missouri - ... 

Virginia 

Missouri — 



1870 

1842 
183S. 
1825 
i857„ 
1812 
.1855 



Kentucky 1830 



Came to 

Coniity. Ad<lrewi. 

1858 Butler, Mo 

.1843 > «* *' 

.1843 .:. .. •* -' 

1870 Mulberry, " 

.1S49 •* 

i866..„Prst Gap, " 
1S66... 

1866 Amoret, *' 
1869 ..Prst Gap, •' 
1 869. Lone Oak, * 
1859 Pern, Mo 

1868 Rich Hill, " 
1S69 " 

1869 " " 

1867 Butler, ^* 

1867 - " 
1847 . Peru, •* 

1847 " *' 

i860 Mulberry, " 

1853 Butler, '• 

1840 y *i . *4 

1850 y Rich Hill, «* 

1868 ** *' 
1853 Butler, •' 
1868 Amoret, ** 
1868 

1856 

1852 Burdett, '* 

1S56 ** 

1868 Butler, " 

1870 Amsterdam, •• 
1S52 PleasantGap,** 

1869 Reynard, ** 

i867_ ... Butler, ** 
1850. vjohnston, " 

Peru, '* 

1859 '* •' 

i866PleasantGap,*' 

1869 ....• 

1870 Bnrdctt, '' 
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Name of Mcmlicr. "Where Bom. 

Biirnham, John H- .New York-. 

Beeman, Adaline Illinois. 

Buxner, Adam Germany-.. 

Bell, J. T Kentucky... 

Bearce, Rebecca E Missouri 

Burton, Taylor Tennessee .. 

Black, Miss Minnie \V Illinois 



Year. 
Horn. 

.1837.. 

1855. 

.1824. 

1842. 
1838. 
1856. 



Came to 
Counter. 

1869 

1S59.. 
1866 . 
1869 .. 
1844 .^ 
1S72 
1866 



Addr 

Mulberry, Mo 

...Spruce, " 

. Butler, " 

Ballard, - 

^^aynard, " 

Peru, «* 

. Adrain, ** 



Cothrin, Daniel 

Catron, Rol>ert S 

Mrs. R. S 

Crooks, Peter 

Mrs. Peipr .,. 

" James 

Cloud, Dan W 

" Mrs. D. W. . 
Cole, Judge C. D 

•• Mrs. C. D._ -.„-. 

Carpenter, Abe 

Cavin, Mrs John 

Crigler. Bert 

Conklin, I.^saac 

Cameron, John J 

Crabtree, James 

Caldwell, Wm. H. 

Crouch, Stephen (col.) 

Cresap, Daniel 

Cresap, Mrs. Daniel,.... 
Cowan, William T . . 

Mrs. W. T 

Cantrell, John G 

Crouch. Craig (col.)- . 

J. T. (col.) 

Cole, T. P 

Catron, Thomas W .. . 

Craig, Miss S. J« 

Choate, Dr. John \V 
Clark, J. C 

*' Mrs. J. C 

" Harvey C 



Missouri ... 



.1839 
1849 



.Kentucky 
Missouri • 



-1832 
.1838 



Maine 

Missouri .. 

Ohio _ 

Tennesse . 



1829 

.1867 

1839 

1853 



Georgia. 



1850. 



Illinois . 
Missouri .. 

Missouri 
Kentucky 

Missouri 



1852 

1 868. 

185S. 
1843. 

i«45- 
1S69 



.1857.. Burdett, " 

1870 .Butler, " 

.1870 ...... . •• • ** 

..1867 Virginia, •* 

.1S67 " ^' 

.1S66 

.1858 Altona, •« 

.1856 " 

1869 ... Ballard, ** 

.1R69-. '' " 

.1S67 Butler, " 

.1867...... '• 

.1867 Spruce, ** 

1865 .„ ... Butler, ** 

1870 

1871 •* ** 

*t ** 

i860 ** 

1866 .Rich Hill '' 

1866... ** ** 

1871 ... Virginia, •* 
1 868... 

1868 Altona, ** 

1855 Butler, •* 

1856 .: '* " 
iS6o_ Amsterdam *• 
1868. 

1868 ._ Virginia, " 
1858. Johnstown, *' 
J 869 Butler, ** 

1869 -. ** 
1869. •* 
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Name of Member. Where Bor», 

CatterliD, John M. Ohio ._ 

Mrs. Lucy 

Mrs. Sid Missouri „ 

Cassity, Allen Kentucky 

Cannon, H. M Tennessee 

Mrs. O. L Kentucky 

Clark, Thomas England 

'• Mrs. Sarah M Tennessee 
Carpenter, Friend Illinois 

Coleman, Nancy Kentuck>* „ 

•' Judge J. M Missouri 

Samuel L 

Campbelle, W. Mort .., '« 

Cobb, Fred England 

" Mrs. Harriett Indiana. 
Cravens, Mrs. S. E Missouri 
Cole, Mrs. Serena 
Cantrell, Mrs. C J 
Courtney, John C. 



Year Camelo 

. Connty. Addi 

.1870 Butler, 

.i860..- " 



Mo 



1817 
1827 
1840 
.1845 
.1859 
1862 
1S25 
1S51 
1855 

1837 
1842 

1839 

1814 

186]. 

.1839 

Courtney, Mrs. J. C Illinois. 1849 

Crowell, Mrs. Kate " 1871 

Compton, Mrs. A. E.. Indiana 183S 

Corgile, Mary^ Tennessee. ..^1830 

Cantrell, Stephen C. -..S. Carolina^ .1820 

Church, Jesse. New York. 1825. 

Church, Carrie.^ *« ... 1835. 

Climer, Mary. Pennsylvania 1833. 

Climer, Margaret " 1831. 

Compton, Dudley M Missouri 1S53. 



Tennessee 
Missouri . 
Ohio 



1869 - 

1870 - " 

-1870 " 

.1868 Nyhart, 

.1871 

.1867 Butler* 

1 854.Johnstown9 
1854- " 

1855^ Spruce, 

1835 .;^„ -Foster, 
.1S68 .Butler, 

-1858 .* *- 

-1839 .^. - 

.1865 - Shobe, 

.1861 Altona, 

1872.. ..Cor nland, 

1872 " 

1S75 Butler, 

1846 .Spruce, 
1866. Johnstown, 

1868 .Altona, 

i874_ Passaic, 

1874 

1867 ..Adrian, 

1867 •• 

1853 _ Spruce, 



Davis, C G. ..— 1868 

Duncan, T. J ...^ Virginia.. . . 1833.1868 

Duncan, Mrs. T. J Ohio 1847 1868 

Durand, John B Penns>']vaniai843 1S50 

Drysdale, James. . Indiana. 1843.1863 

Deffenbaugh, L. P -1S68 

Dorn, Fred W Indiana. 1845.1868 

Dorn, Mrs. Mary J... Missouri 1846 1866. 

Denney, Charles — Ohio. 1829 1856 

Donovan, Henry ....Canada. 1842.1868 



Butler, '* 



t ti 
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Year Came to 
Name of Member. Where Borv. Bora. County. Addi 

Donovan, Mrs. Maiy Illinois > 1848. 1855 -Butler, 

Duff, John New Jcrscj' 1831 -1869- •« 

Dillon, M. I Ireland 1838 1868 ^ *' 

. " Mrs. M. L Penn$>'lvaniaiS36-iS68- /. " 

Douglas, John H i847.;_Maysburg, 

Dalton, Wm. M ^1872 .Butlcfr, 

" Mrs. Wm. M. Virginia. i837_i872. *' 

Deems, Clark A^ . 1866 ^ *• 

John. 1812.1866.. " 



Mo 



Al A. 

Durst, Mrs. Amanda 

Doan, Wm. J 

Duvall, Wm. F_ Illinois 

Decker, Lewis H 

DooHttle, John . 

'* Mrs. John . .. 

Duncan, John W 

Devinny, John A Ohio . 

Darby, Mrs. Jennie Missouri 

Davis, Geo. W 

Dejamett, James K Missouri 

Dudley, Mrs. Adelia Illinois _ 

Dibble, Ed-- 

Dudley, Carr Kentucky- 
Dent, Sylvester 

" Mrs. Julia A 

Deffenbaugh, Mrs. A. N .- 



1866 ^ •• 

.1844 - Virginia, 

^. -1869- Butler, 

1866. 1869 . *« 

-1872 Culver, 

-1857- Poster, 

-1849- v^l " 

-1868 Adrain, 

-1857 - Butler, 

1846 . 1846 j^L -Foster, 

1853 - " 
1853 186S Rich Hill, 
i845.i872_.... Virginia, 

.1870.. Butler, 

. 1834 1870 _ Virginia, 






Mrs. L. P 

Dobbins, Mrs. Ann 

*' Sam C .. „-^ 

Dent, C A - 

Duff, Mrs. Sallie Ohio^ 

Duvall, W. P - _. " 

'' Mrs. Sarah J. Illinois.. 
Drysdale, Mrs. £. M .. Iowa.. . 

Deer wester, John Germany 1842. 1868. ** 

Mrs. Mahala. Illinois. 1842.1868 «< 

Dalton, Mrs. Sarah A Missouri 1856. 1S56. .. . ** 

Dewese, Wm. H «« 1859.1859. «« 

Dejarnett. Mrs. J. K Kentucky... 1854. kS68 Rich Hill. 



1S67 

1867 

- 1S67- 

1867. 

.1840 
-1851. 

.. 1S72 

1839.1869.... 
.1837.1869- 
1839. 1869 _ 
1852.1S53 .. 



Butler, 



Digitized by 
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Year Oi'nie to 
Xamr of MeMlicr. Wlwtr Bnts. Bom. Coiratr. 

Dillon, John A Tennessee. -.1826 1852^. Lone Oak, Mo 

Dixon, Alonzo L Illinois . * 1855.1837.. .... Butler, •* 

Deems, Abigail Penns^'lvania 1822.1 866 . ** 

Doke, C C .Kentncky. 1844 1866. Hume, '« 

Edwards, J. P Missoori 1839.1850 ..,^/' Butler, Mo 

Eichler, G. W _ ^ ^ 1 839.1 857l_.. ** 

Edwards, Judge D. C^ •« 1838 1839 Ahona, ** 

Edwards, Mrs. D. C •• -~ 1835.1860 - ** 

Ehart,JobnS. Virginia. 18331858 Nyhart, *« 

Evans, Jobn . . Missonii 1820.1835 v .Altona, '« 

Evans, Mrs. Jobn «« .1846 Ballard, «« 

Elledge, William .1846 ..Rich Hill, «< 

Earson, R. Missouri 1850. 1870. Pleas. Gap, *« 

Earson, Mrs. R •« 1846. 1870. •* 

Edwards. Mrs. Anna L •* 1846 Butler, •« 

Everingbam, Dr. Jos. Enfrland 183 1.1873 ^' ^^ 

*• Mrs. M. R. Iowa . 1839 1873 *• 

Eldridge, Wm. W Conneticut ...^ 1 83 1 . 1 870 *• •* 

Mrs. E. A New York 18371870 •• 

Earbart, Mrs. J. S \lrginia 1838.1S58 Nyhart, " 

Ellis, I. H Tennessee. .. 1 850- 1 870 _ Butler, ** 

** Mrs. Kate Illinois . "1849 1870 . " 

Enlinger, Fred . . Pennsylvaniai8i5 . 1868 Adrian *« 

Ellidge, WUliam Illinois. 1839 1856 Ricb HUl, -\ 

Elledge, Fannie ..Indiana 1S39 1858 «« 

Erwin, W. H Missouri 1847 1847... Burdett, ^ 

Eicbler, Lewis C Missoori 1836.1856.. Passaic, ** 

Ferguson, John Kentucky 1827.1843 Burdett, Mo 

Franklin, Jobn M •* 1816. 1S70 Butler, «« 

Frost, Jed H -i^35 .Spruce, •* 

Forbs, Sam G . -1856 Amsterdam, ** 

Fulkerson, John ^ ...... ..1871 

Fowler, George W Missouri 1857- 1857 Butler, Mo 

Frcy, Rhoda C ^ .1866 " 

Foster, Robert M . Ohio . 1 845 . 1 868 *« 

Ficklin^G. W 1870 Passaic" . 

Fisher, Sam H -1865 . . .. *« " 

Fulkerson J. F.... ...... 1872 
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Xamc of Mc«i1«r. 

Francis^ Heoij B. 
Fry, AlbertQS. 



FrankliD, Mr& J. M. 
Flickingeft Mrs. E... 
Ford, John A 

Foster, Eoslcy P 

Frazee, G. A— ... — 

Frost, V. D. ^^ 

Fulkerson« John F. .. 
Forbes, D. C 



- Pennsy 1 vaDia i S4 1 . 
^Virgmia. 1^30. 
. Pennsylvania 

, 1846. 

1858. 

1844. 
.1842- 
.1830 



Year Came !• 



Missouri 



Graves, James F 

Griggs, Wm. M . 
Gilbreatb, Whl 
Graves, Marsh L 

" Robert I 

Qriggs, Mrs. Wm 

Green, J. M 

Giles, Adam icoL) 

Green, J- M - 

Gander, Grant 

Gerkin, Mrs. Mary £ . 
Gilmore, E. E(M.D.) 
Mrs.E.El, 

Gander, H. D-. 

Graves, E, E 

Ilackett, Pierce. 
Harriman, J. R 
Hart, Aaron 
Hayes, John C 
Holcomb, P. H 
Henry, R. D .. 

Harper, J. B 
Hutchison, John 
Henderson, A. B. 
Hardinger, \V. N 
Heath, D. B 
Henry, Gea G 
HenrVt Edward . ~ 



-Ohio 

Ohio 

. Missouri 
. Kentucky 

Kentucky* 

4« 

Illinois 

.Missouri 



Comrtjr. 

1856 Amsterdam Mo 
J 870. Butler, ** 

1S70 «« *• 

1871 «« •* 

i«>l Reynaid, •* 

1870 Adriaa, *« 

1867 Butler, " 

i867^Ridi HUI, •« 

1872 Adrian, •* 

i854AmsterdaBa, ^ 



. Missouri 
Kentucky. 

.Missouri .. 
Illinois 

England 

Germany* 
Missouri 
.Ohio 

Missouri 
Ohio 

fowa 

N. Ham p. 



-1835^1866 
1815.1867 
1S15 -1847 

1867 

1 859. 1 866. 



1854 

1865 
1S54 
1869 
1854 ,854 
1837 1K67 
1846 1867 
1871 1S71- 
1841 1S66 



Butler, Mo 

Altoiia, •* 

ApFn. City, •* 

Butler, ^ 

^^^ «< •« 

Altona, •* 

.... Butler, Mo 
«« «« 

Lone Oak, ^ 

Pem, ** 

Adrian, ** 

Lone Oak, «« 
Butler, ** 



1834 1853 ....Virginia^ Mo 

1S68 Butler, ^ 

1838.1869.^-^ •• ^ 

1556.1869 •« •« 
1844. 1868 «« •* 

1866 •« 

1870.1870 - " 

1844.1870.. ^r •• 

18^9 ..^_ 

1866 1867 Butler, •« 

1815 iS66P]easantGap '< 



1866 
.1866 



•4 «< «< 

•i « «« 



23«78:m 
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XamcoTSIeabcr. Wlme Bora. 


Year dime to 
Boni. CMmty. 


AddrcM. 


1 


Hedrickr Wm 


..-i837„ 




Mo 


! 


Harsbaw, John W . 


1857 


Spruce, 


44 




Hickman, G. B — New Jersey.. 


.1829 1868. 


Butler, 


44 


1 


Hickman, Mrs. G. B Pennsylvani 


iai83i.i86S. 


«< 


44 




Heath, Thomas. Tennessee.. 


.. 1S19 1857.. 


4< 


44 




Heath, Mrs. Jane.. Kentucky 


.1825.1857. 


<< 


44 




Hirnt, Chris 


«i86q- 


Papinville, 


44 




Hart, Robert A . ... . Mtssonri . 


1852-1857 


.Butler, 


44 




Hurt, Mrs. R. A. Illinois . 


1856^1868 


tt 


44 




Hancock, Faj*ette 


1867 


44 


44 




Hartwell, Rufus G. -New York . 


1828. 1866 


«« 


44 




Hartwell, Mrs. R. G-. Canada 


1840.1866.. 


44 


44 




Hill, Pleasant C. 


'1867.. 


«« 


44 




Hupp, Wm. H ^ .Ohia-^ 


.1852 1S72 


44 


44 




Hupp, Mrs. Julia . Illinois. 


1855.1862 


«4 


«4 


' • 


HukeL, R. J 


1866 .. 


4« 


44 




Hollowa}', Wash, H- Tennesee.... 


..1840. 186H.. 


4& 


44 




Holloway, Mrs. W. H.Missouri L.- 


.1845.1868.. 


4* 


44 


„ 


Hannah, John W Illinois . 


.1839.1866 


44 


44 




Hedden, William C -Kentucky. .. 


.1844 1871 


Rich Hill 


44 




Heath, Mrs. D. B .Vermont ... 


.1819 1866 


. .Butler 


••• 




Herrell, T. A_ . Missouri 


1851 -. 


.~.. ** 


44 




Harper, Mrs. P. C Iowa 


-1850.1867 


44 


44 




Hardinger, Mrs. M. E 


...1867.. 


44 


44 




Hannah, E. E 


...1871J. 


4* 


• 4 




Havelin, Ed. .„. . . 


.:l86:> . 


.... .Passaic 


44 




Havelin, Mrs Nancy E. 


.1865 


44 


44 




H«!kadon, Philip. 


.-1867... 


... .Butler 


44 




Howe, Ben F. 


^1869 . 


... . Adrian 


44 




Hawkins, C 


.1866 


Rich Hill 


44 




Hawkins, Mrs. C...... - 


i866.„ 


44 


44 




Hedrick, C D .. „. . 


1S45... 


• v - 


44 




Harper, James E 


1867.. 


.. .Butler 


44 




Harper, Mrs. J. E 


. 


44 


44 




Harris, Mrs. Fannie (col) 


...1856 . 


. *« 

" • **■ 


44 




Hill, Pleisant 


...1871 ... 


.... . " 


44 




Hill, Mrs Pleasant 


1871 .. 


44 


44 




Hamilton, Mrs. Mary 


««57 




44 




Hughes, Mrs. Jane 


1856. 


Adrian 


44 




H err ell, W. M Missouri .. : 


1851. 


. Butler 


44 
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Herrell, Geo. B .Missouri 1857 Boiler, Mo 

Hamilton, W. B 1 _ 1868 •« 

Hamilton, Mrs. M. E 1847 " 

Hust, James Missouri 1857 Butler, •« 

Hudelson, Wm. T Indiana. 1854.1869 .^ Rich Hill, «• 

Hughart, Mrs. W. F_ Kentucky' 1836-1859 Butler, *« 

Herrell, Mrs. Lucina 1 1845..^^.. " *^. 

Herrell, John L 1867 '*« 

Hulse, P. K.- ^.~ Kentucky . 1829.1872 *• " 

Hulsc, Mrs. P. K • 1872- -. " " 

Hurt, Mrs. Charlotte -Kentucky >.i820-i857 •* ** 

Hickman, Irwin Illinois 1860^1868 *- *• 

Holcomb, Mrs. Mary ^...Ohio 1853.1836 «« <« 

Herrell, John F Missouri „ 1856.1856. .....Adrian, «« 

Hensley, W. Cole.... .Kentucky 1845.1869 Virginia, «« 

Herrell, A. H Missouri ...'... 1850 1850 :.j:l.. Butler, •• 

Mrs. Mar>' N... Illinois.... 1863.1S66 «« *• 

Henry, Mrs. E. P Wisconsin ...1852.1867 «• «* 

Hart, Stephen.... L Missouri 1852 i852-.Plea*t Gap, «* 

Hill, Mrs. B Pennsylvania! 816 1855 ** 

Harper, Roderick F.... Ohio 1841.1868- ... Virginia^ *« 

«« Mrs. Olive .. . - 1843 i868_._ " " 

Horner, Louisa 0_ Missouri ... .1838.1856. Butler, *« 

Hutton, Daniel .Pennsylvania 1846.1873 ....Rich Hill, «« 

Hardin, Geo. M Kentucky .... 1844. 1870 Butler, *« 

" Mrs. Susan C.^ •* .1848.1870- •• ** 

Hancock, Green T Missouri ...... iS46.i85o.Plea't Gap, «« - 

Hughes, Geo. M _ Missouri 1842 1854 Virginia, *« 

Hardinger, W. N Pennsylvania 1837. 1867 Butler, «• 

Harris, T.J Kentucky... .1868 Burdett, *• 

Hill, Emilia A Illinois. .1853.1869. ..Butler, ** 

Hurt, R. B Missouri 1861.1861 " " 

Hedricks, Jane Indiana 1830.1852 Ballard, «' 

Hedricks, G. Y Kentucky . 1827.1852 ** " 

Hemstreet, Fannie A Ohio 1846.1868. .... Butler, " 

Hall, Mrs. J. W... Missouri 1862.1862. Lone Oak, •« 

Henderson, A. B Missouri 1849.1849 ./«ich Hill, «« 

Hall, Lizzie J. Missouri 1S48 1848 IT^ockville, ** 

Hand, Ellis Indiana -1830 1871 Burdett, " 

Housten, N. | Missouri 1842.1842 Butler, " 
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Heddeo, Mary E Kentucky. 

Herrell, MaiyN Jllioois 



Johnson, Henry 

Jackson, WUliam L 

" Andrew 

Mrs. A 

Jenkins, George 

" Ben F 

Johnson, Roth.. 



Jackson, Mrs. M. J -^ . - 

Jewett, P. I ^ Kentucky. 1839 

Judy, R. T . ... Kentucky. 1839 

«« Mrs. S. E. ..Kentucky 1839 

Jeter, Mrs. Florence M^Missouri 1850. 

'* Nicholas B Missouri 1844 

Jenkins, J. Rue Virginia 1839. 

Jennings, Philena. Missouri .^....1842 

** John^ •* ^™. 1847. 

Jackson, Johnathan N. C -1837. 

" Mrs. M. J Illinois „ .^1834 



Kimley, W 

" B. T 

Kelley, Issac ..~ . 

Kersey, john..» 

King, Newton ^ 

** E. W.... 



Year Came to 

Boni. County. Addreai^ 

.1847. 187 1.. .Rich Hill, Mo 
.1863.1866 Butler, " 



1869 ...^ Butler, Mo 

.i836..Johnstown, " 
.1869. Papinville, •« 
.1869- *« «« 

.1870 ~ Virginia, ** 

18^1 J^oster, * 

1858 " 

1870 " 

1B68. Butler, «* 
1872 Virginia, *• 



1872 



Kentucky 1843. 

.Missouri 1859. 



Kinney, Millard F 

«« Mrs. Mary 

Kegerreis, Mrs. M.J Missouri 1853- 

Kemper, Judge Wm — Kentucky .1843. 

Keeton, Williamson Kentcky 1819. 

" Willard Missouri ...... 1871- 

Kauffmin, Adolph Sr. «« -.... 1863 

Kretzinger, I. M Iowa 1864. 

*• Susan L Missouri 1860- 

Keeton, M. B. - *' 1S56. 

Mrs. M. B ** 1856. 

Kipp, Mrs. Mertie M.^Ohio 1S66. 



.1858 Butler, 

1842..^ Montrose, 

1870 *« 

.1872 Spruce, 

.1S70 .Butler, 

1870 ^ 

1868 .- 

1869 Cornland, 

1871 .Butler, 

1870 - «• 

.1868^ „ 

1869 ..Butler, 

.iS56-Plea't Gap, 
1854. Prairie Cit}* 
1 845 .„^. Elkhart, 

1871 - " 

1865 ..... ..Butler, 

1866 -. Spruce, 

i860.... ** 

1856 Vinton, 

1856 «* 

1871 ..Butler, 
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Kiinble, Joseph -Pcnnslyviniax825-i857 Spruce, Mo 

Ludwick, John I ^1839 .1.... Butler. Mo 

" Mrs. John I : :..... 1849 u^_ •• « 

" Wm Ohio .1824-1839. -::. Spruce, *• 

Lamb, Alex. H ....- >„..i865 Butler, " 

Lyle, A. E 1867 " 

Lockwood, E. G -1869 v " " 

Lutzenbizer, T. B Missouri 1842^1843 ..^.^, Spruce, ^ 

Lamon, Isaac N-^ 1841 „ — Adrian, ** 

-' Mrs.LN . ...- 1846 L « 

Lewis, John Jr , ...1871 Hume, '•^ 

Logan, Mrs. Harriett ~^853 ** 

Little, B. F : ..1869 ! .. " 

•* Mrs. Maiy ..1869 ' *« 

Larkey, Mrs. E. M-.-„ ,.1852.... Lone Oak, " 

Lewis, Lucy -i860 Adrian, *• 

Lyle, Marion R Ohio ^1835-1867 .Butler, *« 

" Mrs. Marion R... Wisconsin ....i845.>i867 *• *• 

Lee, Dr. David Indiana ^1835 .1867 ..Papinville, ^« 

LaFollett, Tazwell 1872 .Butler, ** 

Lockhard, E. G Ohio ......!. J 1844- 1870 ..Passaic, •** 

" Mrs. Barbara Canada 1852. 1870 *« ^* 

Long, John W-- Missouri 1862. 1866.^. Rich Hill, " 

Lee, Chas „ Kentucky 1643...1867 Adrian, *• 

LaFollette, W-Frank_Iowa ..- .i..-. 1857. 1874 Butler, ** 

Lane, J. C Ohio...- 1831.1868. Rich Hill, " 

Lane, M. E Ohio ... . 1848- 1869 „ •* «« *« 

Miller, Henderson. .Tennesse 1827...1856 Foster, Mo 

McBride, A. L Ohio 1870 Butler, *« 

McKinley, W. R i866.Plea't Gap, •« 

Mires, George W New York. 1831 ..1H69 Virginia, •♦ 

Mills, Clarence L Missouri 183S 1870 Adrain, ** 

Mires, Joseph W Missouri 1838.1869 ..Virginia, *« 

McCraw, John S Tennessee 1825.1840....... Adrian, *« 

'' Sam F .Missouri 1851.1852 Adrian, " 

McElroy, William A Illinois. 1839,1869 Virginia, " 

McClement, Wnu H Pennsylvaniai850.i870.... Butler, «« 

McClure, A. S Ohio. 1857.1871 Aidrian. " 
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Moudy, Henry Indiana 

Morgan, Asa Illinois . . 

McKee, James J . .. Ohio 

Mrs. J.J Virginia 

McCants, Wm. H- Illinois 

Mains, Isaac Newton ....New York . 

Milner, James 

Miller, Judge G. Claib 

McGaire, H. T 

Maupin, A. B .! 1 

Moore, Allran P Indiana. 

McKibben, James M Illinois 

Mass, D. O 

McDaniel, Jas. B. H Illinois 

Murphy, N. W -.. 

Morrison, Wm. R.. 

Mills, Craig (col.) 

Majors, Mrs. Martha. 

Morse, P. Y ^ .. 

•Moler, J. T 



Kentucky. 1828. 



Mrs. J. r. 

Marshal], B. B. 

** S, Q 

Wm. R 

McCraw, Mrs. Jna S.... Tennessee 

Malon}', MikeD .— -. 

McGoughey, Dorcas T 

Mudd, H. T Kentucky. 

** Wm. T..-. •' 

" Mrs. W. T Missouri 

*« Mrs. T.J Missouri. 

Marshall, Nancy Ohio 

Mudd^ Stephen T Indiana 

<' Mrs. Elizabeth A.Kentucky. 

" Wm. S «* 

" Mrs. Alice L Missouri 

McDaniel, Velma A ** 

Miller, Mrs. H Missouri 

Meloni, Calvin M Ohio 

McCowan, John B Missouri 



Year Crnne to 

Bom. County. Addr 

.1848.1856 Adrian, Mo 

1844.1877 Butler, " 

.1837.1869 Butler, «« 

.1848.1869 •* . •* 

.1835.1868 J ** 

.1848.1870 - ** ** 

1859 " y 

1855 - *« •* 

1871. «* " 

. 1869.. Johnstown, ** 

... 1844 1870... ...Butler, " 

...1849.1867 «« .*• 

1872 .. ** 

..1845 1867 *« *' 

1870 " 

1871 Butler, " 

1856 ** 

^ 1852 •* 

1869 Foster, «« 

1K69 Pupinville, •« 

-1869. *' " 

1857 Burdett, ** 

.- -1857- — 

1858 •« •« 

.1832-1846 Adrian, " 

1866..- - Virginia, ^' 

1869.^ Butler, •* 

.1848.1868 Adrian, «« 

1834.1866 " 

1866: *« 

...1870 " 

1812 1872 Butler, •• 

1823.1873 ..... Adrian, ** 

.1834.1873 " *« 

.1854,1873.. .. •• 

.1862.1862 ^« .•* 

1853 .1854 Butler, «* 

1841- 1842- .J-. Foster, *• 

. 1833.1869 ...Cornland, •• 

1841.1868 ..Rich Hill, ** 
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Kame of Jf enfWr. 

Miller, John R 

Morris, Serem 

Melton, Jane 

Melton, Benjaroine^.. 
Merchant, Mrs. Sarah.. 
Minnick, William — 
Miller. W. B- 

Miller. Charlotte 

Murphy, Silas 



McBride, Mrs. M. 
Morris, John 



B. 



McHenr>% Mrs. J. G 

Maloney, Pat — 

McComb. Walter 

«* Lewis 

Melton, Joseph F 

McRoberts, Mrs. Mary. 

MitcheU, D. I 

McFarland, Clint B^. 
Mrs. C B 

Maloney, Mrs. Lncy 

McKibben, Mrs. Etta. 
McNanawa, J. M 

Maddy, W. F 

** Mrs. Christina ... 

McFarland, A. B 

McElroy, Mrs. S. J 

Mitchell, Geo. W_ 

Mrs. M. L 

Mills, John H. 

McKibben, Joseph M_ 
C. 



..Virginia 1828. 

^Missouri 1842. 

" 1819. 

.. M issoari 1 844. 

" 1850 

Virginia 1819 

Missouri 1844. 

" 1823. 

.Indiana 1833. 

Ohio 1841. 

Missouri 1845. 

.Tennessee ....1823. 



.Tennessee 1821. 



Ciflicto 
Comly. 

.1871 Botler, 

.1842.^ " 

.1827 — Reynard, 
.1844,^^ *- 
iB5o.^Rich Hill, 
i866^Plea*t Gap, 

1844 Spragne, 

1839 New Home, 

1869 Adrian, 

1871 Botler, 

.1845 - 

\ S41 — ^Maysbnri^ 

1866 Virginia, 

1 868. Johnstown, 

1849. 

1 849 — ^Rcyoard, 

1869 — Adrian, 

1870 

1869 ...Butlci; 

1868 *« 

1 867 '. \liginia. 



.1870 
,1865- 



.Passaic, 



McClintic, Dr. H. 
McComb, J. H 
Mitchell. G.W 

M. T 

March, John J 

Alice V ... 



Ohio 

..Kentucky 
<« 

.Indiana... 

^Ohio 

..Virginia .. 

. Kentucky . 

..Kentucky . 

** 
Missouri 
. California . 



1869 Bntlec^ 

1844 1844 — Virginia, 

-1836 >i869 JBntler, 

.1847 1869 ^ 

1S37 -* 

.1841 " 

1831-1867 «' 

:.i849.i870 Altona, 

..i836_ 1869 Butler, 

.1847.1869 •• 

1861 186S Rich Hill, 

1867 1S73.- «« 



Nix, Martin V 

Nyhart, Noah 



1871 
1867 



. Butler, Mo 
Nyhart, «« 
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Year Ciraie to 
KMBeoTMcMkcr. Wlwre Bora. Bora. Comty. AddrcM. 

Ncwbcny, Hon. J. B 1 853 Spruce, Mo 

Newbeny Geou W 

Nccl, H. 'M '. iSji^Plea't Gap, " ' 

Nafns, Robert «. 1847. v" . " 

Nash, Doc ;.. 1866 .^.-.-Bailer, •• 

Nave, Jesae .. 1879 ^Merwin, " 

Nafus, W. M —^ 1855 Plea't Gap, " 

Nave, Mil. JesK^..: : _^ 1870 Merwin, " 

North, Mil. Martha 1847 .Butler^ " 

Neptone, A^ ; 1868 Rkh HiU, " 

Neal, Sarah .^ 1846 .1 ^* 

Nichols, H. H Indiana- 1842-1870 ..Butler, *• 

Mn: H. H_ New York 1843.1870 •• 

H. T Ohio 1857 1868 ^Adrian, «< 

North, Joahoa Mar>-laDd 1825.1869- Batler, •« 

Nickel, HoUyP Kentucky 1868 Vir|i:inia, •« 

Nestlewood, Isrid .Pennsylvaniai8j5.i857 — «* " 

Nichols, Stephen.^ Ohio - 1826-1868 Adrian, *« 

Owen, Mis. Crayton Kentucky 1838.1S41 .\ Adrian, Mo 

*« Andrew B..^ Missoari 1856- 1856 Botler, •• 

•* Mrs. Edna.. .- •• 18621862-^ Botler, «« 

" MartV. ._. Kentucky' 1S40..1853- .Aaron, •• 

Ogg, Wm. L Kentucky 1837 .1872 Batler, " 

Page, William.^ Illinois 1842.1865 ..Butler, Mo 

f: Pyle, Dr. EUiol Ohio. 1828.1867. - 

! i Powell, Booker Virginia 1824.1867 •« ** 



W. C- - J Missouri 1855.1868-.. 

Petere, John ^- 1870.; 



Page, Lewis T -. .1870 Adrian, *• 

Power, M. R -„. 1869^ Butler, •• 

-• Park, Washinnrtcm, Virginia ->857 Virginia, *« 

I Park, W. W^^ 1857. _ •• 

i Park, James W 1865. Butler, *• 

I Pierce, Jas. S Tennessee 1843 1853 *« 

I Page, A. E, . x. 1865 AppKn City, " 

I Pentzer, Heniy.. 1869 Butler, ** 

i Pierce, Geo W Tennessee - -1S09 . 1 853 " " ' 

j Porter, J. W 1 ....... 1870- 
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Naae of Member. 

Pettos. Mrs. E. J . — 

Padlcy, William 

Mhl MaiyE. 

Patten, Dr. M -. 

Park, J. Wesley 

Patterson, Jntk A 

Pi'l^ John 

•* Mfs^ John--. 

Perkins, A. E 

Pettos, Thos. L- 

Pettus, Mrs. MaryJ, .. 

Powel, Mrs. Booker 

Padlei-, WUIiaro. 

Park, Mrs. Martha 

Pilgrim, James A 

Potnam, N 

Patterson, John A 

Powers. J. D 

Porter, E. C 



Tear CawetD 
Borm. CovatT. 



.Missouri 1841-1841 

J 1866- 

-Penn8y]vaniai844.x845... 

Tennessee 1819.1866. 

1820-.1857 -. 



v.....Bntlery Mo 
•« «« 



1857^: 

.Pennsylvania 1868. . 

England 1830^1868— 

-.i869_^ 



Nyhart, " 

^Bntler, •« 
«« «« 



«« «« 



«« «« 



Ohio >^ ..>i84S-i868 

Missouri ~.-. 1825 

.Virginia 1S24.1867. 

England 1834^1866. 

Virginia ..1818.1859 Virginia, 

Illinois 1850-1869. 

New York „_i84i>i868 
Missouri .. . 1856.1857. 
Pennsylvaniai828^i869 
Kentucky 1839. 1856 



«« «• 

^ Adrian, •« 

^Nyhart, " 

_.,Bntler, " 

Lone Oak «« 



Radford, Chas. R Kentucky ^..1839.1854- .Butler, Mo 

Rayboum, Jas. H , 1847 Spruce, *« 

Robbins, Asa 1867 Burdett, " 

Rafter, T. D 1867 Butler. *• * 

Renick, Oscar-.. Missouri 1870 •* •• 

«• O. T - Kentucky ^' •* •* 

Robards, Chas. 1 , 1843. ^/i •• " 

Radford, R Davis Kentucky iS36_i854 

Riffle, Geo. F Pennsylvania 1838 1867 .. 

Ross Wm. W :^ Scotland ..-. 1835.1871. 

" Mrs. W. W Ohio 1S36.1871 . 

Requa, Austin -»833- 

Reynalds, James Georgia. 1848.1868. 

Ray, Hickerson . — Kentucky 1832.1867. 

Ray, Mrs. Hickerson — - — 

Rich* L. M New York... 1841.1866 

Rosser, W. T. .^Virginia 1843.1867. 

Mrs. Marion Ohio ..18501868 •• ^« 

Robinson. G. A : 1853 -.: •« 

Robinson, C B .. ..- 1869. . Butler, '• 



Spruce, *« 
..Butler, •• 



. - Pern, " 

Butler, *« 

.Culver, •* 
•« «« 

Spruce, «* 
.Butler, ** 
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Year GiiBe to ^ 

.KmmtotMtmber. Where Boni. Borm. Coaaty. AddreM. 

Ray, J. R » 1869 ^Butler, Mo x 

Rains, Caswell H..: ; 1843 — " 

" Geo. W._: L.i848.Plca*tGaii. " 

Raines, Jane..J 1817.1835' " •• 

Redmood, Squire P ^Kentucky..: 1868 - «• 

Requa, S. E...1 Missouri 1853-1870 Peru, «« 

Miss S. J : 1843 ^ •• •• 

J. E 1862 " " 

Radford, John R Kentucky i854.Jobnstown, ** 

Reeder, Oscar - i843..V- -Adrian, «* 

Rogers, James M Tennesse - i8i5.i85i-Plea*t Gap, «* 

Rains, Sarah i8:>3.- " ** 

Rayboom, Isaac N Indiana 1830. 1866 — Elkhart, •• 

Requa, G. N -.1846 Peru, ** 

Rhodes, Rebecca. ^ i853.-.Rich Hill, " 

Rogers, Mrs.Su8ie E i860 _ ^^ ..BuUer, *« 

Risley, Mrs. Dora i860 - *« " 

Requa, William . 1834 v- . Nevada, " j 

Roach, T. H 1871^ Merwin, «« 

Requa, Sims J 1847 _ Peru, •• 

** John N Missouri^.. 1841 .: Peru, " 

Ryan, J. J Illinois 1841.1872.. «_.. Butler, *« 

Riter. Wellington Pennsylvaniai845.i866 ..: «* «« 

Rains, Geo. W Missouri ^ 1848.1848 Plea't Gap, " 

Randall, Peter ... Kentucky 1837, 1869 Butler, " 

** Cornelia P_ .Missouri -. 1854 1869. ..^- , ** *• 

Redgeway, William Ohio ._. 1853 1S57. App'n City, ** 

Rogers, A. M _ Pennsylvaniai833,i87o Butler, *« 

Rain, Sarah M Missouri i848.i852-Plea't Gap, " 



Shane, Andrew : Ireland 1^39 1857 Butler, Mo 

Smadding, C W . ». 1868. Johnstown, *« 

Steele, J ohn 1 867 . Butler, *« 

Sprague, Chas Michigan • 1829.1867 ** *< 

Steele, Frank M ^.. Missouri 1833.1857.^ " " 

Snodgrass, James V. •• .1839. 1S59 Spruce, ** 

Sisson, J. H Virginia 1845.1870 Butler, *• 

Sherman, Daniel New York 1828.1867 «« «« 

Sherman, Emma ^..^ ** 1843.1867 ** *« 

Steele, Mrs.»F. M Indiana 1840.1843 ^V- . " " 
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Tear Cimet* 
KA»e«fllc«tar. Where BvnL Bora. Onrnt?. AddieM. 

Scott. B. F Kentucky — 1827.1866 Butler, Mo 

" Mrs. B. F " 1837^1866 " *« 

Simpson, Wnu M .Illinois i837»i869 «« " 

Smith, Mrs. Mary Kentucky 1828^1855 •« " 

" Joseph L Missouri 1854.1855 •« *• 

Steele, C A 1858 *« 

Settle, William Missouri -.i860 *• 

Scott, Wm. A ^.—Kentucky 1851. 1866 Butler, " 

Smith, Isaac M Alabama 1843. 1869 ...Spruce, •• 

Simpson, Francis R 1847 Adrian, *• 

" Cassandra 1 1847 •« *'. 

Speer, Henry Ohio i84i._i866 Butler " 

" Mrs. H •« 1S50.1866 *• «« 

Summers, Hardin 1- ^ - 1832 -^<^ " 

Sheely, Joseph Italy 1822^.1868. « .Butler, •« 

Straight, James 1 1870 . .... «* 

" Mrs. Flora 1869 «« 

Smith, J. T - .1867 :. " 

Snodgrass, J. V 1839 *• 

Simpson, Jas. R _ .1856 — Spruce, ** 

" Mrs, J- R 1844 

Sells, Spencer Indiana. 1828.1833. Papin\'ille, ** 

Slayback, Qement B—Ohio -.1826.1867 Spruce, " 

** Mrs. Martha. Illinois 1841...1850 *« " 

Shelton, W, H 1856 - 

Shelton, Mrs. J 1857 Adrian, ** 

Sacre, J. H— .: Kentucky 1859- 1872... Virginia, «* 

Steele, Win6eld S 1867 ......BuUer, •• 

" Mrs. W. S 1867 . •« " 

Shaw, John S Indiana. 1847 ..1850 ..1..I Altona, «« 

" Jas Kentucky ......1822- 1850 ..^. •* *• 

Shelton, A B 1856 . " 

Smith, Decator Missouri 1841. 1866 Butler, " • 

" Mfs. E. C 1856 " 

«• Mrs. Mary J j: -i860. Butler, ** 

" Edgar Di „ 1869 *• ** 

" Mrs. Laura ^ 1870- .... •« *• 

Stover, Joseph ....„ Missouri 1840. 1869 ......... *• 

Smith, Mrs. D. B New York 1817.1866- Butler* *• 

Shane, Mrs. Mary. .. Misi^ouri . 1852 '. ^. .. •* 
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Year Ciine to 
Name of Member. Where Boni. Bom. Couaty. Addrcaa. 

Sheppard, John " 1841.1841 Mo \^ 

Smith, Frank Michigan 1845...... " 

James A Ulioois i844-:i854 — ^ Spruce, •« 

Shuster, Mrs. Kaoma Indiana 1829. 1841 --.Lone Oak, •• 

Speer, JohoB Missouri -_ 1871^1871 Butler, •« 

Smiser, Daniel L Kentucky 1841-1873 " " 

Stammen, Casper German}'...! 1833-1S69 •• " 

Shurbert, Jas. I Kentucky -.^1845 -187a ** ** 

•• L. A 1852^1872 ..>. - •« " 

Sears, George Missouri 1832-1S38 Adrian, •* 

Sacre, Mrs. Mary •« 1858-1858 Virginia, ** 

Sweezy, Mrs. Ida Illinois 1 854.1 872 »Plea't Gap, ** 

Stubblefield, R. N Tennessee ^1^43 -i 868 Spruce,^* 

Smith, barah J Missouri 1837-1837^./- 

Shelt'in, Jayn " 1^35.1855 Adrian, *« 

Stoll, JohnF " 1873-1873 Prairie Cit>% ** 

Smith, Jephamiah Illinois^ >S39.i854 Spruce, •• 

Sells, Mrs. Spencer Missouri i83S_i854„ Johnstown, ** 

Shay, Alonzo Wilson^^Kentucky 1 858. 1S69.-. Corn land, *• "^ 

Schofieki; Elizabeth Illinois... 1825. 1849, ... Butler, •• . 

Tathwell, S. L Ohio 1864.1870 Amsterdam, Mo 

Mrs S. I Canada 1864.1870 " " 

Taylor, James C 1S57 Butler, " 

Tucker, Monroe M -1S59 Altoua, *• 

Mrs. M. M . 1859 «* 

Trimble Jesse A.-, Kentucky_--.iS67_i869 .. Butler, *• 

Thomas, John H i839-.._^ •« 

•* Mrs. Hannah 1840.1856 " 

«« James P . ^ 1S54 New Home, •* 

Tuttle, Mrs. O. W - - -i867_ Butler. *« 

Thomas, Aaron M 1842 ... .^. Peru, ** 

•* James W ..., i860 .Butler, ** 

" Cyrus M -.1851 Peru. " 

Tygard, Flavins J ...... ^Virgiuia 1839 ..1870 ..Butler, *•* 

" N. M . . Pennsylvania! 839. 1870 *« «* 

Trimmins, Ohio _ .. 1S27.1869 Altona, •• ' 

Tilson, Thomas H Missouri .... 1851. 185 1 ^ Rich Hill, •« / 

Geo. W ** i845.i845._> .« *. \ 

Thomas, Mrs. M. J •« .. 1856..1856- Lone Oak, *** 
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. Year Cimeto 
2Came of Member. Where Botb. Bora. Cooaly. Addreaa. 

** James M Kentucky 1840^1873 Elkhart, Mo 

«• HcDr>' G- PenDsylvaniai840.i844 Peni» *• 

Trimble, John W. Virginia. 1834.1874 Butler, «« 

Maty New York 1874 *• *• 

Vaocahip, Joho '-. ^ 1869 Butler, Ho - 

VanDyke, Van Buren .^ 1 855 •« •« 

Voris, Mrs. Zelda Illinois ^ 1865 ^ •• 

Vaughn, Thos. S Missouri ..1870- 1875 New Home, *• 

Mrs. T. H Illinois.. 1869,1872 *• *« 

Weddle, Samuel H ...>.i843 Butler, Mo 

Woodfin, Jason S ..N. Carolina. 1833.1840. ^Foster, ** 

Warderman, Ed - 1868 Bntler, " 

Wilcox, Milo Ohio-^ 1837.1869 *• " 

Wolfe, Chas. W •' 1842. 1869 Virginia. ^« 

Wix, Clark .: i858_App*n City. " 

Williams, Jas. T .Kentucky. 1834.1857 Butler, •« 

Wyatt, H. C - 1870 •« 

Wyatt, T. M Illinois . .... . 1833.^1870 ** •* 

White, James T Kentucky „ _i823^i855 •* 

Willard. Hatsell 1871 " 

Wyard, A. F . .1868 •• 

Wade, N. A ...1868 *« 

Whipple, Nathaniel L. 1 866. Plea' t Gap, " 

Wilson, Geo \V 1867 Butler. *« 

Whinnery, Joseph T. ...Kentucky .... 1848. 1868.- _ Virginia, •' 

Mrs.J. T_. " ...1848 1868 

Wix, Robert B i84S.PIea't Gap, •« 

Wilcox, Mrs. Milo Kentucky _ 1847,1858 I Butler, ** 

Weaver, Felix A 1867 .Adrian, " 

Wix, Louis L . ... Missouri ^857..! 857 Spruce^ •• . 

White, Alfred (col) 1840 v : Butler, «• 

Woods, Walter R . 1856 Adrian, *« 

Wilcox, Mrs. Mollic 1843. ./ Butler, *« 

Woodfin, Mrs. J. S . .1848 ..y .Foster, •• 

Wolfe, Marshall ...^ 1866.. Passaic, •* 

Webb, Louis 1867 Butler, " 

Watters, Cbas. H. 1871 . . Adrian. •• 

White, Mrs. Mary E. Missouri 1841.1866. . Butler, *« 
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Missouri. 



Walters, J. Roberta 

Whipple, Mrs. N. L 

Wyse, Mrs. I 

Wcddic James H ..^ 

Wyse, Henry.H 

Walker, E. W u 

Wolfe, Mrs. C W 

Wright, Dr. L. M 

White, Zib A z ^ 

Wilson, Mrs. G. W ... 

Wells, James M 

" Mrs. S. E 

Williams, Mrs. J. T Kentucky 

Wbeaten, G. Lafe New York^... 

Williams, J. Ed Missouri 

While, Wm. Martin Illinois 

Walley, Alvin G •* 

West, Chas. E *« 

Wright, Mrs. Ciira Missouri.^. 

Woodfin, A. H N. Carolina- 

•* Mrs. A. H Missouri . - . 

Walters, Mrs. Margaret.Indiana. 

Wolfe, C W Ohio 

Williams, Mary J .- Missouri .-.— 

West, R. G " 

*• AngetineA ** 

Woods, A. B Mrginia 

«* Mrs. S. C «* 

Walters, Belli Illinois^ 

Wilson, Jas. L Missouri 

" Louisa F •• 

Wix, A. L *« 

*« Rosa " _-. 

White, M. S..:^ Kansas -_.^.u 



Year Cinie t» 
Boni. CoMBty. 

.1846 



1833- 

1865. 
1850- 
i848._ 

1854- 
1873. 
1831.- 
1846^ 
1819. 
1844- 
1851^ 
1842. 
1844- 
1842. 
1842. 
i860. 
1841. 
1848... 
1855.. 
1844. 

1855- 



Young, James C M Illinois 1831. 

«* Mrs. Sarah C Tennessee .^1844. 



Zim, Geo. M 
•* John -. 



Illinois ... 



J839 



857 Mo 

869.^Plea*tUap, ** 
846.-^ Aitona, *• 

847 Butler, " 

867.^.^. Altona, •• 

868 Butler, •• 

869 Virginia, " 

869 Altona, " 

856 **. ^* 

872 Butler, ** 

870 «* 

870 *• 

857. •* 

866.^:..- •* 

865 •• *• 

855 . Spruce, *• 

856 Amsterdam, " 

868 Foster, •* 

873 ........ Adrian, «« 

S39^Plea't Gap, •• 
870- *« •« 

852_LoneOik, ** 

869 Virginia, ^« 

851... .Reynard, ** 

842 Foster, *• 

850 *« •* 

866 •« •* 

866 " 

868 Peru, ** 

852.^ Rockville, ** 
867 _ «* *< 

855 ...-Reynard, *• 
844..Plea't Gap, " 
856 Butler, •« 

854 ....:.... spruce. Mo 
869 «« *• 

853 — Virginia, Mo 
855-:.. 
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LIST OF OUR HONORED DEAD. 



Bvrch, Mrs. Mary . 

Berry, John 

CalviDy Mrs. John. 

Cassity, Allan _ 

Deems, John.. 

Evans, John . 



Gilhreath, William. 
Hannah, John W_ 
Holse, P. K 
Ludwick, William ... 

Lee, Dr. David P 

Pyle, Dr. Elliott 

Parks, J. Wesley 

Rains, Jane 

Reqoa, John N 

Ry»»J- J ~-~ 
Thomas, Mrs. Hannah. 
White, Mrs. Mary E 



July 8, 1898 

August 20y 1898 

..February 13, 1898 

May 9, 1888 

Jannaty 5, 1898 

May 13. 1898 

March 1898 

March 6, 1898 

Juiy^s. 189S 

..^pril 25, 1898 

January 9, 1S98 

--, March 25, 1S98 

December 12, 1897 

July 18,1898 

Februaiy 22, 1898 

Jttl> a. 1898 

Januaiy 28 1898 

April 1898 



niF.U SINCE OCTOlliSR I, 1898. 



Mrs. Mary E. Boxley. 
Adam Bri.xner. 
Judge Wm. Dalton. 
G. W. Eichler. 
Pleasant Hill. 
Mrs. Nancy Marshall. 
Mrs. M. J. Patten. 
MrSw Mary Shane. 



Judge Edmond Bartlett 
Judge C D. Cole. 
Ed Dibble. 
Jed. H. Frost 
Fann^' Harris, (Colored.) 
Israel Nestlerode. 
Henry Speec 
Jason S. Woodfin. 



iy£ AMR PASSING A Wa Y. 
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OUR OWN BOYS. 
0*mpany <*i?/' 2»J Missouri Voiunirfr Jnfauiry. 



X 



Vernon L. Johnson 

James A. DeArmond. ... 

Benjamin R. Wade 

Robert P. Colger 

William A. Person 

Jachin E. Harper 

WiHuniW. Cannon 

Alvin T- Keller 

Milford T. Orear 

Charles M. Cameron . ^ 

John Bosma -^ . 

John W. Hartsock 

Charles W. Clardy 
Frederick A. Bozley.. 

William E. Jackson 

Charles E. Henry 

James M. Graves-^. 

Albert A. LaFollette 

Clarence E. Smith 

William. A. Cohbs. 

Thomas R. Canithers_ 

Henry E. Nims 

Benjamin P. Easley 

William L. Kelley 

Arthur D. Morgan 

Aldridge, John P 

Bolin. Albert 

Bolan, Preston J .-.. 

Bain, I>onald T . ... 

Brandenburg, John C 

Butler, Elijah A „.. 

Brannock, Newton 

Brummett, William C ~. 

Biyant, Isaac M 

' Brown, Tobias H.. 

Campbell, Prank 

Callies, William J ^■^.. . 



Rank. 

..Captain . .. 

ist Lt.. 

-2nd Lt — 

I St Sergt. 

QMSergt 

.Sergt 

-Sergt 

Sergt 

Sergt 

..^Corporal . 
..Corporal .. 
. Corporal .: 

Corporal . 

Corporal . 
. Corporal . 

Corporal . 

Corporal . 

Corporal ^ 

Corporal .. 

Corporal „ 
.. Corporal . 

Musician . 

Musician . 
. Artificer .... 
.. Wagoner 
.. Private 

Private 

Private 

Private 

Private 

. Private 

Private 

. Private 

. Privaie-^.... 

Private.-.. 
. Private 

Private 



Uate. 

May 12, 
May 12, 
May 12, 

May 4, 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 4, 
May 4, 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 

June 16, 
May 4, 
May 4, 
June 20, 
May 18, 
June 17, 
May 4, 
June 15, 
May 4. 
May 18, 
May 4, 
May 4, 
July I, 
May 4, 
May 4, 



Wlaerc 

*98..^Butler, Mo 

•98- 

•98 

•98- 

•98. 

•98- 

•98- 

•98- 

•98. 

•98. 

'98. 

•98- 

'98..- 

•98. 

•98- 

•98. 

•98. 

•98. 

•98. 

*98- 

•98.. 

•98- 

'98- Joplin, 

•98. Butler, 

'98 

•9S-. " 

•98^ *' 

'98 Sedalia, 

•98 Butler, 

*98Springiield 

•98 Butler, 

'98 Butler, 

•98 " 

'98- " 

*98 Sedalia, 

'98^ Butler, 

•98. Butler, 



/ 
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. Namcii. 


Mcnk. 


Date. 


Wlicre. 




Caruthers, Geori^e L 


-Private..- 


Mmy 4.'98^ 


Butler, 


Mo 


Castor, Charles E .. 


. Private . 


...May ih-98- 


«< 


«« 


Cook, Lawrence R 


Private.... 


..May 4- •98. 


«« 


44 


Conklin, Washiogton W. 


...Private- 


May 18, '98. 


«« 


44 


Craig, Elmer L 


Private ... 


May 4- -98. 


4< 


• 4 


Davis, Preston 


Private-. 


...May 4.'98- 


€4 


44 


Davis, Raymond A 


Private.. 


..May 4. '98. 


€* 


• 4 


Depne, David R. 


. Private . 


...June 23, '98 Willows." 


Easley, Thomas J 


...Private .. 


. ]une 16, '98, jopliB, 


44 


Fleming, Aurelius C . ^ .. 


Private . 


June 16, *98.SedaIia, 


44- 


Foster, Lee R 


. Private... 


..May 4-'98- 


Butler, 


44 


Fuller, Carl S... ^. .. 


Private . 


June 17. *98 Sedalia, 


44 


Ganger, Amos A 


.. Private.... 


May 4,'9B- 


Butler, 


«4 


Garrison, Cull C 


. Private 


..May 4- -98. 




44 


Hargrave, George K 


Private... 


-May 4.'98 




44 


Harper, Charles C 


Private 


May 4-'98- 




44 


Hart, Nathan . 


Private..- 


June 21, •98- 




44 


Hartwell, George F 


.. Private- 


May 4,'98- 




44 


Heinlien, Rex 1 . 


Private.- 


^May 4-'98- 




44 


Hensley, Harley P 


..Private. 


May 4-'9«. 




44 


Hnckeby, William 


Private... 


May 4.'98^ 




• 4 


Hudson, Charles A 


-Private.. 


June 20. '98. 




44 


Harris, Thomas B ..- 


.. Private... 


May 4, •98..Sedalia. 


44 


James, Howard P 


.. Private- 


June 20, '98- 


Butler, 


44 


Jones, Joshua L. 


Private. 


June 16, '9SSpringfield" 


Kaune, Quintus A -... 


Private. 


May 4, '98 


Butler, 




Kiefhaber, Andy 


. Private 


May 4, '98. 


«c 




Lamb, John J 


.. Private- 


May 4»'98^ 


«< 




Leeper, William - 


- Private... 


.May 4. '98 


«• 




Lockman, Benjamin B 


Private .. 


June 23, '98 Willow S. 




Lotspeich, Robert N„ 


Private- 


..June 20, '98. 


Butler. 




LnkenbilK Benjamin H 


Private.. 


May 4. '98 


4€ 




McClure, William R 


.. Private.. 


...May 4 -98. 


4* 




McCoy, Charles E. 


Private ... 


-May 4»'98- 


44 




McKissick, John W 


Private- 


.. June 20, '98 


44 




Matthews, Lee W 


Private.. 


May 4, •98- 


• 4 




Mayes, William E 


. Private .. 


May 4. '98. 


<< 




Meyn, O'HomaA 


Private.. 


-May 4. '98 


«< 




Miller, Frank H> 


.. Private ... 


...June 20, '98. 


«« 




Missiemer, Chas. S- 


Private. 


May 4, '98^ 


4< 
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OLD SETTLERS* HISTORY 



Kaaci. Itaak. Date 

Mitchell, Highland Private May 4, 

Morgan, John I Private May 4, 

Mock, Arthur L Pnvate May 4, 

Morgan, HanyC —Private May 4* 

Moorci, Herbert H Private June 14^ 

Madd, Charles E Private June 20, 

NickeU, WadeH Private^ June 20, 

Orr, Charles H Private May 4, 

Porch, John W : Private -May 4^ 

Poland, George Private July 2, 

Razey, Ferris W_ .-: Priva te_ M ay 4, 

Ritner, HarvcjA Private May 4, 

Robinson, John A Private .May 4, 

Rogers, Claude R Private. May 4, 

Schooley, Charles G. Private^ . May 4, 

Scbooley, QarenceJ . .Private —May 4^ 

Shafer, Joseph F- -.Private^ June 20, 

Sisson, Oscar P. Private..... May 4^ 

Smith, Conlcj L Private June 20, 

Standifl, James S ^.-Private May 4, 

Stover, WilfiamT Private .May 4^ 

Swadley, Walter Private —June 13, 

Titsworth, Isaac A ..- Private... . May 4, 

Titsworth, Harrison J Private .May 4, 

Troup, WadeH Private May 4^ 

Wainright, John W Private —May 4, 

Walters, Charles A Private May 4, 

Wheeler, Robert M Private May 4, 

White, Frank T Private ... May 4, 

Wilraoth, Homer J .Private- May 4, 

Wolfe, Frederick _ —Private. May 4, 

Zinn, Merritt W Private-... May 4, 



'98. Butler, 


Mo 


•98. •« 


«• 


•98. •« 


«« 


•98. " 


•« 


'9SSpringfidd«« 


•98. Buder. 


«« 


•98- *• 


«< 


•98. " 


«c 


•98- •• 


•« . 


*98 Sedalia, 


«« 


'98. Buder. 


• « 


*98. •• 


«4 


•98. •• 


«« 


•98. •* • 


«« 


'98. " 


«« 


•98. •« 


«« 


*98.PierceC 


. «« 


*98. Buder. 


«« 


•98 •• 


«« 


•98- «• 


«C 


•98 " 


«c 


'98.Sedalia. 


«« 


*9S Buder. 


44 


•98. •• 


C« 


•98. *« 


44 


•98. • 


44 


•98- •• 


44 


•98. " 


44 


•98. « 


«4 


•98. V 


«4 


•98. •• 


44 


•98- " 


44 
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QEN. H. C. CLARK. 



Harvey C. Clark, now serving his second term as prosecuting attorney, is a native 
Missourian, born in 1S69; and raised in Bates county, where he has lived during the thirty 
years of his life. He enjoyed exceptional educational advantages. After completing the 
courseof study in the public schools of Butler and the Butler Academy, he attended 
Wentworth Male Academy at Lexington and then the Scarritt Collegiate Institute at 
Neosho, from which latter institution he graduated in 1S91 as valedictorian of his class, 
receiving the degree of A. B. Upon leaving college he entered the law office of Judge 
DeArmond and Hon. T. J. Smith, who were then partners, and in 1893 was admitted to 
the bar by Judge Lay, passing an examination upon which he received the highest com- 
pliment of the court. Upon being admitted to the practice of the law, he entered into 
partnership with W. W. Graves, now circuit judge of this judicial district, under the firm 
name of Graves & Clark. This firm was recognized as one of the strongest in Southwest 
Missouri and was engaged in some of the most important cases, both civil and criminal, 
in the jurisdiction ofthe state. This partnership continued until January i, 1900. when 
Judge Graves assumed the duties of Circuit Judge. In i><96 Mr. Clark was elected Prose- 
cuting attorney by one of the largest majorities ever given a candidate for a county office. 
During the memorable campaign of that year he established his reputation as a public 
speaker, spending some two months upon the stump in advocating the cause of his party. 
When war was declared against Spain and the president called for volunteers, he ten- 
dered his services to the governor and was appointed lieutenant colonel of the Sixth 
Missouri Volunteers, which regiment he organized and commanded during the Spanish- 
American war. His regiment was attached to the 7th Army Corps commanded by 
General Fitzhugh Lee. and assigned to the same division with the Third Nebraska, 
commanded by W. J. Brvan. Col. Clark's unassuming mode.sty, fairness and ability 
made him popular with his men, and upon his return home Governor Stephens com- 
missioned nim Brigadier General of the National Guards of the state in recognition of 
his services and ability. While serving with his regiment in the field he was renomi- 
nated for a second term as prosecuting allornej', and was re-elected by a majority which 
again attested his popularity. Colonel Clark was married to Miss Hattie DeArmond, 
only daughter of Congressman DeArmond, in June, 1897, and their mode.st little cottage 
in tne suburbs of the county seat is an ideal home. In politics the subject of this sketch 
is a democrat, and takes an active interest in public affairs, and his wide acquaintance, 
recognized ability and reputation as a public speaker have given him a prominence 
throug[hout the state attained by few men of his years. As a lawyer, his unswerving 
integrity and fidelity to the interests of his clients, together with his legal acumen and 
oratorical ability have given him a place in the front rank of his profession. As prose- 
cuting attorney of the county he has been unusually successful, and his record 01 con- 
victions stands unsurpassed. 
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SPANISHAMKUICAX WAR. 

lu tlie spring of 1898, when it became appiireut that tbia 
<*(>uutry was about to be drawn into war with the Kingdom 
of Spain, the citizens of i3atos County were found willing and 
anxious to dp their whole duty in the battle for liuin'anityand 
freedom. Co. B. of the !!nd Mo. State Militia, organiaed In 
|H!IOat Uutler, i*eeruited up to tlie limit, and wlien the call 
for troops came they were impatiently awaiting the summomi. 
They left Butler for Jefferson Barracks, to be mustered into 
U. 8. service. May, 5th. Before they left Butler they were 
tendered a banquet and fai^well reception. From Jefferson 
Barhicks they went to the camp at Cliickamanga, 6a.; tb'^ 
throu«rh the hard tniining which was to fit tiiem for servioie' 
at the front. There many of them suffered from the oonta- ' 
jirion of typhoid fever which swept through that great camjp; ' 
losing one member, young Conklln, who gave hislife to hi6 ' 
ct>untiy*s service. There, also, their Captain was strick^ 
with a stubborn disease which for months kept him at death*s 
door, and brought to his liodside his heroic fiance, who kqr- 
ally c:ist her lot with his, and ais his wife assumed the right 
to care for him whom she loved. From Chickamauga they 
were sent Uy Liexin^ton. Ky., and then to Albany, Ga. They • 
w«*re musteriHl oat of the U. S. ser\-ice in March, 1899," aiid 
^Iadl3* returu4Ml to toe pursuits of peace. 

Besides the boys of Co. B, a considerable number of our 
patriotic young men ibund ser\'ice in other organixataona. 
One, Walter Shields, went through the battles before Santi- 
ago, Cuba, survived an attack of the dreUd ^'yellow jack,** 
and then in his weakened condition, battled for weeks again^ 
a lingering siege of ty]>hoid fever. 

Har\-ey C. Clark was ap))oii)ted Lieut. Col. of 0th R^. Mo. 
Vol., which was stationed at Jacksonville, Fla.,'ana a con- 
.sidenible number of Bates County boys were with him. Af- 
ter tlie close of the war Cok Clark was^ appointed Brigadier- 
ISeneral Commanding, 1st Brigade, National Guard.' 

There an» a number of Bates County boys with the 82d n« 
S. Vol. Int. Ri^g., iM»W on duty in the Philippinea. 
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COUXT\^ DIRBCTOUY. 



Goo^. repreM<^uiaitive, Ctli dist ]>:«vld A. DeAniKMid. 

State senator, 16th district Jolio C. Whitley. 

Judge circoit coart tUnh diKtrict Waller W. Graves. 

Bepre$«entetive to state aKst^mbly George B. Ellis. 

Pmesidiiig judge county court Siimuel Wertt. 

Judge oouoty court, N. dist LorenxoD. WimaatL 

Judge county court, 8. district. ..... .George W. Stitli. 

Judge of probate J. Fletclier Suiith. 

Clerk county court John P. Thuriuan. 

Beoorder of deeds Perry K. Wil«>u. 

Clerk county court Sauiuel T. Broaddua. 

Ptaaecuting attorney Harvey C. Clark. 

Sheriff Elijah C. Mudd. 

Treasurer Andrew B. Owt*ii. 

Coroner Ciiarles A. Lusk. 

Public administrator Ihivid B. Brown. 

Surveyor ..Koin*rl E. Joliusou. 

School commissioner. C. B.Jiiiyburn. 



TOWNSHIPS. 



Mingo 

East Boone 

lOkhart 

Spruce 

Mt. Pleasant 

Walnut 

Pleasant Gap 

Prmine 



Grand River Deer ('reek 

West Boone W<»st Pcant 

Mound ShawiHH^ 

Deepwater Sum mil 

Charlotte Honier 

New Home Lone Oak 

Hudson Roc'la-ille 

Osage Howanl 

1^ eboiee of her voters Bailes County lias t4>wn.<;hi|M>rgan- 
isatlon— each township administers its hical affairs. Tlie 
the township officers are, trustee, * who is also chairman of 
the township board; two memlxsrs of the t4>wnship luisirvl: 
two or more justices of the peace; cleric; assessor; c«>lleetor: 
eoBStaUe; also an overseer for each road district. 
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SANTFORD HARDY. 

The subject of this sketch was born in Barton county, Mo., October 
13, 1868. Later moved with his parents to St. Clair county, Mo., from 
there to Henry county, Mo., where he grew to manhood. He received his 
education in the public schools of Montrose. At about the age of 15 he 
began his apprenticeship in the Montrose Monitor office. He is a typical 
practical prii.ter, having worked in Missouri, Illinois. Iowa, Kansas, Indian 
Territory and Arkansas. On December 25th, 1892, he was married to Miss 
Laura DeLung, of Rockville, Mo. 

On May 11, 1893, he established the Rockville Reflex, of which paper 
he is now editor and proprietor. The Reflex is one of Bates County's 
brightest papers, and has done much for the city of Rockville with its 
everlasting admonition to the people to *'keep your eye on Rockville." 
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FINANCIAL. 

• Bat4*s CouQt3* hus uo boiici«^ iudebtcdDess. Tlie followiui^ 
reujioders of the old bdiid Issuing days stand a^iust the 
territory iDcIoded in old Mt. Pleasant township, which was 
uiiio inil«^ square. 170 bonds of ^liKH) each, issued in 1885, 
in croiiiprouiise of the old mil road bonds which, with the in- 
terest a4-crued during tlft<*en yeairs of litigation, anioontedto 
about :5£44»,i»ik». The ui?w bonds drew interest at the rate of " 
() |x^r :*ent. |)er aunuui. Ten were i>aid and ](Ht refunded In 
lH*i|, at Ti per wnt. IVenty of tiiese were paid, and tiie re- 
niainiuj? ]44> refuiidtn'. June, 1. }^^7. at 4^ per cenL to run 
twenty years, but luaiy im* nnleouied as follows: ;!30,0ll0 on 
June. I, VMtt: «.V».i)iKi June, 1, l!h>7; x44^(iiiO, June. 1, 1912. 

There an» also Ti of tJre old Prairie City township, (includ- 
ing what is now Pniirit* and Itoekville townships,) railroad 
bonds outstanding, but they will be i>aid in the near future. 



ASSESSED VALUATION. 



Tiie assessed valuation of taixable property in Uates County 
for ISSIH. as fixed by tiie state and county boards ot equaliza- 
tion is: 

Lands and iiersonal : 9,16:!,192.00 

Railroad and telegraph 1,1128,095.58 

Merchants and Manufacturers 284,756.00 

Total «ilO, 475,613.58 
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SURl^LUS PKODUCIS. 

We give below a partial list of surplos products skipped 
OBt of Bates Coilnty durinjir the year ISSH as ^veo in the re- 
port of State La)H>r GooiiiiisftioDer. 

CaUle 14,072 head. Ho^ 07,418 bead. 



Slieep 2,72i> ** 

Wheat 41,778 bush. 

Com 12i285 ** 

Haj 14,814,4n(Ubs. 

Coroiiieal..2,t>96,8H0 *• 
Clover seed . . .46,»4(> " 

Lumber 82,4(HI feet 

WalDQt]o^...l5t.VH)i) '' 

Pbaltry IKW^CKk) lbs. 

Butter 98,432 ** 

Dressed meat.. 22,351 *' 

Tallow 12.951) ** 

Dried fruits. . ..tHK 135 " 

Nuts 24,570 *• 

Furs.. 5,201 *• 

Petroleum 3.(H)i) gal. 



Hor^^es A mnltfs. 1.595 ^* 

Oats 2K.144»busli. 

Flax itC4"f« ** 

Flour 9,!ia9.H»5 lbs. 

Ship stuff. 15,7ltfL4¥k> " 
Timothy st^.l72!jMi> ** 

Logs. 12,0iH) feet. 

Coal iilU,254 tous. 

Eggs 413,n70duE. 

Cheese 34.29iilbs. 

Game A fish . . ..3».iKi|S ** 
Hides & lielts..KiL44«t 

Vegeta iiles 32.823 1 tis. 

Nursc'iy stor-k..lin.7i^> ** 

FeatlM^rs 13,527 ** 

Castor beaus l.Oi m bush. 



Note. — Since the article ou Ha rmouy Mission was written, 
Mrs. Jane Austin, daughter of Rev. Jones, mentioned astlie 
first white child born within the limits of Bates Ci>unty. died 
at the home of her daughter, in Nevada, Mo. 
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; V JUDGE SAiVl WEST 

; was born March 26, 1844, in Woodford county, Illinois. Re- 

ceived a common school education. At the age of 17 he learned 
the trade of sign and ornamental painting, at which he con- 
tinued until 1862, when he enlisted in the 108th Regiment Illi- 
nois Infantry Volunteers. Was wounded at Spanish Ft., near 
Mobile, Alabama, March 27, 1865, and was discharged August 
17, 1865. Returned home and engaged one year in teaching 
school. Served two years as township assessor, and one year 
as collector. He was married to Miss Agnes McLaughlin April 
23, 1868, and moved to Bates county. Mo., March, 1870, and 
located in Walnut township. Taught school for several terms, 
and served as collector two years, assessor for nine years, and 
Justice of the Peace for two years. He moved to Butler in the 
spring of 1895. Was elected Presiding Judge of Bates county 
Court in the fall of 1898 and took charge of the office January 
I, 1899, and his term will expire December 3, 1902. He is a 
quiet, conservative, honorable man, and has the confidence of 
all who know him. He has always been a Democrat. 
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HCMINISCCNCES. 

\Vnllcmff*rfhr Ohi Set Hers* JJfshpryhf/ ih-^i. J. n.Wewberry, 
Prrifhlrnl 9»fihe OI0I Srtii^rM* S^priety. 

To THE READEli. — The UMiKwing ]iersonal roc«UeetKMii5 
fiavo boon written wlioly from luemoiyt ^nd as I havo not 
attoinptod to writ<? amy tiling like a histoiy of Bates Goonty, 
many incidents of intere^ have b<*en left ont which are mat- 
t Ts of ret-ord. The eflFort to recall and record some of the 
incidents connected witli my esirly residence in Bates County 
h:^s awakened ni'.iu^^ i>leii>nnt memories of the past, for truly 
I can look iKick t4> those early times with the very pleassint 
4-ouviction th:it they wero amtin": the mo$t happy of my life 
and, if I liave succ*eeded in writing^ aui3^hinj^ which will in- 
terest CM" amuse the road:*rs of the history of Bates County, 
I shall feel amply rei>;iid for the effort. While I <un well 
aware that the recollections are of a somewhat iramblinf? and 
disconne<*ted character. I think I can safely claim the in- 
dul«end* of the n^adif^r to overlook the faults and shortcom*. 
in^ of the writer in his efforts to contribute, however idight- 
ly. to tlie hist4>ry of Bsites County iirevipus to the war of 
iWiltolHia. 

Y4>urs truly, 

Jno. R Newbeiuiy. 



Bates CorNTV as I saw it ix !<>$.— I came to Bates 
County in the si>rinjcr of Jh:*:;, and located at PapinsviUe. 
There wer*» seven families living there at this time; S. H. , 
I>»ring. F. P. EAly, P. H. Eddins, Geo. L. Duke, S. S. 
Duke, D. B. M<*Donald and James McCool. S. H. Loring 
was eng«i;;i'd* in merchandising, as was the firm of Eddy & 
Eddins. Jaimes McCool kept a dram shop. Geo. L. Duke 
«»l)er;ited a wool carding mai*hine, -tlie motive power of whn^ 
was an inclined wheel. S. S. Duke worked at the carpenter 
trade. D. B. McDonald wais clerk in Eddy A Eddin's store. 
There were several others employed at work of various kinds: 
about town. Papinville* was at this time the county iseat of 
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liikXes Count J, ivlikrh at tliat lime ctHupristnl tI)o territory 
out of which Vernon County wais erected. I shall not at- 
tempt to give a history of the changes in the c*ounty lines or 
the causes which led up to the same. An old log building 
was serving as a court house at tliis time. In 1H54 a new 
brick court house was erected, which enlivened and greatly 
added to the business of the town. Newcomers began to ar- 
rive, new buildings were erei-ted and the population contin- 
ued to increase until the c*ounty seat was removed in IH'AI. 
During the year l.sr»8 Ri««hards4m d Onay 1uni>ught in and o]>- 
erated a saw kaiiU for whii*h eight €>r t«^ hc»rsos fumislKHl 
the motive poxer. Oiiay was atH-idi^ntally tlinnvn against 
the .saw in tlie summer of lHri4, r«Hviving injuries fn>m whi4*h 
i he died in a few days. Ri«*Iiardsoii, assisttnl by K«1dy d: Kd- 

I dins, soon changed the motive ]>:>wer U^ stt^m and o]M»rat4*d 

it untfl his denth, when it was taken cliai^» of by other.-;. 
! In the season of 1854 or 55 a bridge was built :icross €lie 

j river, which was a great convenience to tlM» traveling pub- 

lic as well as to the community. 
I In 185f--^-4 and 5 there wsis considerable emigration to 

Califomia and thousands of c^ittle were Ixmght to bo driven 
across the plains, leaving tlK>u.s:iuds i»f dollars of gold coin 
! in the hands of the poo]>le, wliich made pnisperou •» times for 

the country. In fact it was .sometimes boastingly said tliat 
the people all had their pockets full of twt«nty dollar golc 
IMec«& 

The Immediate vicinity of PajMnsville was si>:ircely siHtUnl 
at this time. Freeman Burrows lived alK>ut one and ono- 
half or two miles southeast of t4>wn: P«»ter Colin, (]>roiH>umv 
ed CoUee,) lived a1x>ut one mile .south of him: J. N. Dunind 
lived about three miles due east from town. There wen^ 
quite a number of settlers living along Panther Cn^ok and 
its tributaries, among whom I remember W. H. Amier.son, 
James S. Hook, who Mill lives at tl.e ss.me place, Ja:ccb 
Housinger and several members of his family who had f am- 
ilies of thrir own, Robert Bileher and family, William Mil- 
ton, Jcdm Gilbreath and sons, William, Simeon and Stephen, 
were living in what was called Round Prairie, as did Rich- 
- ard Stratton, Peter B. Stratton, who was afterwards elected 
Circuit and County Clerk, lived farther west and on the . 
north 5dde of the creek. William Heilrick, wh.-) is still living 
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and bus ikis.s«m1 tJio ninty-lifth luih* sUvoe im lifeV Jounu^y/ 
and is halo and lioarty. John D. Myres, also afterwards 
<'hH-ted Circuit and County Clork. Col. George Doq|?1ckk, 
C*«'«>i>ro R:iins Widow Blovins and family, UKYther of Judg<i* 
C. 1. Rohards: hc^rs was the first house I saw the inside <if 
in Bat4»s c-ounty, and I have greatly held in rememberaiK^ 
their kindness, and also the cup of cold eolfee tliey j^ve me, 
for I was xory thirsty as well as weury, and was grreatly r«- 
f n^h«*d by it. The next settlement north of Panther Creek 
wa> on D<*<'])waterf annrng whom I might mention Hiram 
SuiMl.irrass and his sous Isaac, Kichard« William and James 
v.. till* latter of whom and two sisters, Mrs. White and Mrs. 
.lonniugs. are still living in l>;ites widow LutsenhizerV fam- 
ily, tW4> of wlicm, T. B. Luts4^nliizer and Mrs. Simjison, wife 
of J. U. Sim]iscm. arc still living here, George Ludwick and 
family of whom John L. and Mrs. Vanboj* are living hi this 
county, and William is temjionirily .staying in Colorsido, Oliv- 
er Drake, Peter Gutridpre, W. B. Pric-e, S;imuel SiH>tt and 
Joseph Beatty. 

On Nortli De<*iiwjter at Johnstown and vicinity, were liv- 
ing J4>hu Harbi'rt and family: Jolin Hull lived in the tow*n; 
11. L Pottus, J. B. Pettu s Samuel Pylo, James McCool and 
€>ther.s. . 

In the north part of t!ie <• )unty oa Peter Creek, Elk Fork 
and Grand River thor.^ wen? settlements, among others wlumi 
I remember, Martin Hackler, J. L?akey, Alexander Erhart, 
Austin R:H*dL»r. Jo^v^j)!! Ri^cnler, J. C. Gnigg, Joseph Highly, 
(;i«orgt» Sears, William Crawford, Martin Owens Hinim EJd- 
wards, William Pmiice, R. Di^Jamott, Lewis C. Haggur«l, 
John ParJi\% Jo!iu Evaas John S. MfCraw. the last two of 
whom are still living at tlie s:ime plac-e they were then, 
EntKrh Rolling, George L. Smith, Barton Holdenmin, Alex- 
andi*r Ptn^ly, Frank R. Berry, Joseph Clymer, Vincent Johu- 
.Non and John Green. 

On the Miami, Mulbf»n-y and Mairies des Cygnes there 
were a number of .setters, among whom were Ssimuel Dob- 
bins Clark Vermillion, Oliver Elswit k, H. B. Franci.s Bluf- 
4>rd Meri'hant, Messi-s. Ramsy, Jm-kson and J. Rogers. 

On Mound Branch lived Major Glass and widow Hc*rs4»Il 
and family* and iirobsibly others. 

Al>out Plr*as:nit Gap and Double Branches the following 
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naiuos aro romombered; James Rid^, Josi^ph Wix, WiHiani 
Dewccrc and sons Jesse, Evan and Elijali, Livy Bethol, 
Peter Trimble, Dr. McXeil, Cornelius Xafus, Hu«^h Campbell, 
JohnDillion, Dr. William Requa, William, Geor^ and Aaron 
Thomas, John, Lindsey and Thomas Wine, James Coe, Enoch 
Humphrey, George Requa and family including Austin, 
James, George and Cyrus, Jesse Rinehart, J O. Starr and 
Jolin Hartman. 

Oa Mission Branch and Sycamore I remember George Wed- 
dle, Abraham Goodwin, Widow Zimmerman and family, Mrs. 
Charette and family, also an Osage Indian half breed named 
Gesso Chateau, who had been educated at Harmony Mission, 
but who still retained the Indian characteristics of shiftless- 
ness and laziness and was fond of whisky, and while ])csses8- 
ing a fairly good education, gave little evidence of it except 
when his tongue got limbered up with liquor. 

Of those who were living on the south side of tlie Maries 
des Cygnes river I remember M. Parks, Jeremiah Burnett, 
William, Thomas and B. P. Jennmgs, O. H. P. MiUer, Wid- 
ow West and family, Ekimund Bartlett, Jason and A. H. 
WoodihA. 

In the foregoing list of names I have intended to include 
only those who were living in the county at the time of my 
coming to the county, but as it is written from memory it is 
possible it may contain names of some few who carao to the 
county after 1833. 

There are many left off for the reason that their names 
have escaped my memory at the time of writing, but whom 
I formerly was well acquainted with. 



GROWTH OP THE COUNTY PROM l>Ci3 TO IftCl. 

Prom this time (1853) on the county settled up very fast 
Many immigrants came from otlier states every year, aside 
from those who came from other counties within the state. 
New farms were opened up, new houses built and improve-' 
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LORENZO D. WIMSATT. 

The subject of this sketch was born in Wilson county, 
Kentuckyi in 1847, and moved with his parents to Indiana in 
1854. He was raised on a farm and educated in the common 
schools. He came to Missouri in 1H78 and engaged in farmmg 
and stock raising in Jackson county. The following year he 
was married to Miss Lemora B. Goe. He moved his family to 
Bates county in 1890 and engaged in the mercantile business in 
Adrian. After conducting this business successfully for several 
years he sold out and moved on his farm near that town, in 
Mound township, where he now resides. He was a member of 
the Adrian School Board when the High School building was 
• erected and was re-elected by unanimous vote of the district. 
Served two terms as city councilman. Elected associate Judge 
of the Bates County Court, for the north district in 1898. He 
is a member of the Baptist church, and is a member of the 
Masonic Fraternity. He was nominated and elected as a 
Democrat. 
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uionts of all kinds were added. New tM^tlleuK^nts wen» iniMle 
out on the pntirie, miles away from timber, which was a sur- 
prise to some of the old setth^rs most of wliom csime frmn 
sei*tions of i*ountry heavily timbt^red. and I have heard more 
than om^ of them safely assert that the wide open prairies 
of B:ites Cciunty would always remain so. as people oouM not 
senile them u)> and liye n)ian them so far away from timber: 
and furthermore there was not enough to supjiort more than 
a small an^n ne:ir tlie streams. How ^n^eatly those first set* 
tl«*r.s w«»re mistaken in the capability of t!ie <nMinty for the 
sup|K>rt and maintenance of a lar;re po|mlation we can miw 
n^ulize when we see samc^ of tiie fine^ and best improved 
farms miles awny fn>m limber and the owiK*rs not cstrin^ to 
]iossess any timber hind. It lias been abundantly demon- 
stratiHl tlint much less timber is neech^d than tlie early set- 
tler supiK>sed was the casts Hed^res and barbed wire sup- 
)i)y t!ie ]>lace of mils for f<m(*es, ami tlie rail rtiads bring In 
buildin;r mnterial for other imi>rovements. thereby lessening 
tlie demand for native timb(»r. 

From l^^^:] to isiil tlie county continued to incrotase rapid- 
ly in piipulation and wealth. Ify the end of l>Ci7 pmctically 
all ^rovemment land hml be<«n ei'itenHi, and mostly by actual f 

si^ttlcni. 

The B.>i\h*r Troubles botw^-s^n Missouri and Kansas which 
commenced in ls.*»(» 4>ver the question of slavery in KansaK, 
r.HurJtHl the .arr»>wt!i of the country .somewhat but probably 
not to a «rreat extent, but when the war commenctMl in ]H}i« 
the jii-ople be^irsin to move away frcmi the border on tlie west, 
s(imt« ?iun«r south and some m^rtli. while others further away j 

f n»m Kaiis:is into the interior of the ^ate: tlie mot^ement ' 

«r:iiniii.ur impetus as the war pr.)$rressed, until the ]nromulga- t 

tion t>f i;«>iierjl Thouias Ewinsr s celebrat4'd -Order No. ll** ' 

which was on Au<rust :?.*>. ly^ul. then all went, and stood not \ 

on tin* €>rder t>f t)N»ir ^oinf?. Such pr^>lK^rty as tliey were not [ 

able to take with them was left bi^hind. and the amount »o I 

li*ft was neither sm;ill in bulk or insi«milicant in value and i 

most of which w.-is an utter loss to the owners, it afterwards 
Ijeinjr either stolen or destroyctl. In the fall of 1?*63 there 
was ntJt a single family left within the <'onfines of Bates 
(.\>uuly wliich thn^e short years before c*<mtaiiH*d tliousands 
tif <*out«mted, prosjx^rous and Imppy iwHifde.. As a proof <rf 
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tlRV nuiulicr of c*itiz«'ns In the county nt that tiuK\ I will men.- 
I tion that UM>re than 1:>H» vot€« were 4*aKt at the ^em^nil elau4> 

tion in l^nX 

Having in tlie Sor^going hastily written a xn^ry imperfect 
sketch of my reeollectious of the earlier y«nir>4 of uiy resiileiK-e 
f in Bates county, I shall not attempt to write alM>ut tlie .re- 

turn to-and re-settlement of thecounty after the war waHOV€% 
by those who had been compelled to leave their homes by 
reason of the war, to find in a majority of cases that their 
houises were burned or destroyed togetlier with tlie other im- 
provements oa tlieir places, findinxr « wasle and d(*solatioj 
in place of any of tlie comforts or conveniences of the horn^ 
jUtey had left behind them when they were compelled to 
abandon the county: nor do I propose to mention tlie naoiei 
of the many hundreds of worthy, industrious anl valuable 
citizens who had settled in our county since tlie war: this is 
within the recollection of many otliers as well as myselt 



CHARACTER, HABITS AND AMUSEMENTS OP TI:E 
EARLY SETTLERS. 

They were <?onerally honest, industrious, fru^sral and con- 
tented. They were also very free hearted, charitable and 
always willing and ready to assist their nei«rhbors or others 
needing assistsince $>uch as they were aUe to give. Tliere 
were very few of great wealth but nearly all in circumstances 
to live comfortably according to the customs of the country. 
Nearly all had some education, there being some highly ed- 
ucated, while tliere were others whose educational advantag- 
es barely enabled them to read and write. 

Newspsiper.4 were not so plentiful or cheap as at pr.^.^nt. 
Neither wen mail facilities equal to tiMise we now enjoy. 
The mails were carri<Hl on liorseback and onci» ea<*li W4H*k 
only, but quite a numb;»r of p.ipc^rs were taken, and t!iose 
who received none got tlie news from their neighbors, and 
tiie people were generally w.»ll informed abaut tlie world's 
doings. Generally a goodly number of the people wont to 
town on Saturday, for the pnrpo.^ of trading at the stores. 
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GEO. W. STITH 

was born near Mt. Sterling, Montgomery county, Kentucky, 
February 27, 1843. Received a common school education. 
Removed to Johnson county, Mo., in 1868, thence to Bates 
county in 1881. He has held the office of Treasurer and Justice 
of the Peace in Deepwater township, Bates county. Mo. He 
enlisted in the Confederate army in September, 1861, and served 
three and a half years, in the First Kentucky, mounted, and in 
the £ig:hth Kentucky Cavalry, under General John Morgan, and 
captured during his raid into Ohio in July, 1863. 

He was married in Johnson county. Mo., in 1870, and has 
two children. In 1898 he was nominated by the democrats and 
elected Associate Judge of the County Court, and is now serv- 
ing the people acceptably in that capacity. He is a consistent 
member of the Christian church. 
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OF BATKS €TIH"XTV. - , Hi 

Ui ^ot tlieir luait havo tlieir |^>ws sharp^-^ntMl or work done, 
lK«ar tht* news. ui^H^t their neighbors and some went on ^en- 
enil princiiKils and to have a ^pood time. 

As tliere wei*e no m«nins of trans]K>rtin;; ' farm products 
to market ther«^ was no induc^^ment to ^ijien np lar^e faniis 
41 .id nnse large ei*ops as there is at jwesent. In consequence 
of which, the iMH>)))e had more leisure for visithijr and hunt- 
ing: and irame, sucli as di^en tnrkej and waterfowl, was 
abundant, and tisl) were plentiful in the streams and lakes. 
Vishing was indu];r<Hl in as If it was a duty as well as a pleas* 
ure. Neighbors living ten <»r tiftet^n mil«*s apart would oft* 
en exchange visits, while tliose who lived from thn*e to five 
mih*s from each other would g«> still more often, frequently 
s|iendiug'a i'ay and night or a longer time with their neigh- 
bor. Hous4« raisings, com shuckings and such like oeeas* 
ions called out the neighbcirs for miles anrand, and after the 
M'ork was done, ususilly a dance would follow, when all, both 
young ami old, particiiKitinl if they <*lHise to do so, and usu* 
ally kept it up all night. 

Sh<N>ting matches w«^re fre(|uently arranged when the peo- 
ple f >r miles around would meet and <^ontest for the eham* 
pioaship. sometimes a •b?ef would bo contested for, with first* 
siH*and, third, fourtli and fifth clioice, the hide being fifili. 
0<«C4isionally one i>orsou would win all five )Kirts and could 
drive his animal home if he chose to «lo so. 



EDUCATIOX. 



I 

I 



Elducation for their chihlren st^ms to have bemi ear- ' 

ly looked after and 2>r^vided for by the early settlers. \ 

Scliools were est;iblish<*d in each district, where from three I 

to six months school was lield each year. Subscription 
schools won* fr<H|U(»ntly providtnl for wh«*n the public funds 
were inadequaUs Whih* tin* jniblic s<'hools of tllilt day wefi! 
l)rob:ibly not up lo the high standard of the present, yet 
they were suftictiont t>o furnish a nnilly good and useful com* 
mon scho(»] education, quite as lielpful and practicral as that 
obtained In our nion» modem scliof»tss and very few €*hildreu 
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were permitted to grow up without having at least tlio rudi- 
ments of an education. 

The interest taken by the early settlers in cnlutMition has 
continued to grow and increase with those Vlio cauM' after 
ihem until at the present time I think it no exageration to 
say that no county in the state has better public schools, or 
where the people more liberally and earnestly supjx^rt tliem, 
materially and otherwise, than in Bates county, ami her citi- 
zens all feel proud of them and the exceUont public school 
system of the state, and no fears need be felt but t!iat t!i3y 
will be kept at their present high standard. 



MIRTHFUL OR AMUSING. 

There was among the i>oople a delightfully free and easy 
abandon when it came to joking or fun making, yet it was 
seldom that exception was taken or anger sIm>wu by the vic- 
tim, who usually joined in the mirtli and sought an ojipor- 
tunit^r to return the compliment in kind. I might remark 
here that while it was customary for the pcH>plo to drink, 
there being very few tse-totalers, there was no great numbor 
of drunkards, but when neighbors met in town treating was 
common and an offer to do so was seldom declined by the 
recipient. It would be impossible for me to enumeriito tlio 
number of jokes perpetrated or pranks played, to wliich I 
\\ M ; witness, many of which have long since i>assed out of 
inv memory, but a few of which I still remembc^r, and some 
ni ^•liich I relate here for the entertainment or amusement 
.'^ :bc reader according as he may view them. I am well 
; . ..re that most jokes and amusing incidents lose much by 
u llin.^. and in relating the following I cannot hope to cx>n- 
vey to the underst;inding of the reader all the conditions and 
peculiarities which attended and surrounded them at the time. 

Myself and a number of others were sitting in one of tlie 
business houses at Papinville one day soon after I came here. 
Among the number was Stephen D— , a cari>enter by tr^ule. 
A man who lived in the country, whose name we will call 
Mr. Hook for short; stepped into the store and inquired if 
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* OK ItATKS OH NTV, I'J*^ 

lh«* budtllfi* wais iu: (IIhto wus ik»1 ;i iisii*ij<*ss sliop in th«* 
<- <-<>unty at that tiino.) Sam L— . wIioIovihI a juiko. iMnnioA to J 

St«»i>)i«»ii. siiyiii^. ••yt's, tli»*iv h«» is." Mr. H4N>k Mi')»)M*d up 
to liiiu and aiskt^l if ho t*ouh1 A?**t souio n»|Kiirs for hiKKiiddh*. 
Sl4*phou t4>ld him Im* was not a s;idd]or, ami 4*v«*ry ono in thi* 
r«Mmi Yx*A?an to )>in;fh. Mr. H. at imm'o |x»nHMv«*d that ho was 
the victim of a jokf. I^Nikin^ at Stejihon. wIki by the waiy 
was a \'i*ry sl<H»p sliouhhM*<Kl man. not to say <Took«Ht ho. af- 
tor a momtmt. tiirntHl to tlu' omwd wliii'li had btHni )au^hin;r 
a1 )iim and sai<l: Ho hNikod so mm*h likt; a s:idd)o-troo him- 
si'lf lliat I thou^iit lio oujrht to )^^ a s;Hldl«'r.'' At this ssilly 
ovory ono hni^hoil moro imuKNh^niloly than iN^fon^and, somo- 
what to my snrpriso, Slopht^n joinod in as lioartily as any of 
tho othors. Ho ovidonlly did not ajqwiivi* u1 s)N>i]in;r a jiiko 
by siiowin^r r«»sontm«»nt wh«'n» no offonso was intondod. 

Ono idoasant Sunday ovonin;r s«»voral iH4*sons, myself 
amcmp: tlio nnm)x*r. y^on* sittin;r in tlio s)io)t4>r of h shade 
wiion wo noti<HNl a man. riding on a horsi*. 4Hmdn;r into town. 
^ Ho iikIc* up to a litth» ;fr«nip i>f persiuis, but vory slmrtlj* left 

and ramo ridin;r towanl us. WJien ho stop))ed in front of 
our ])aiiy lie was not iu a jdoasant fram«* <»f mind. Without 
!iddros«iin>r any ono i^n jmrtioular, or makin;r any preliminai^* • 
ivmarks ho. with <»vi«h»nt lieat. Idurted out. ^'Tliat man up 
then*.'* iKMUtinjr toward tho ^rnmp ho had just left, **must 
tiiink I am a d- fool!** None of us had the least idea of I 

what iiad trauspinnl to put him in ill humor, but one of tin* | 

ortiwd answerod ]>rom2>tly, ••Yos, .ves, that is what he thiukK. ** 
This was almost Un} mueh for the |fnivity of some <if us and J 

wt* lau;rhiHl at the evident di^sin* of the |Mirty who answi^red J 

to a^rtN* with tho stran^ror. The man looked at us with a 
sort of )iuzz1<h1 4*xi>ression on his <*ountonauee and then in • 

evid<^nt distrust turned his hoi-so and i*ode out of town in tin* 
op)M>sito din^'tion froui which he oajne. I am lAmorant t<» J 

this day as to what he ^ot offended at. > 

I ha)>]x'mHl one day to stepup t4> where a ;rrf>upof several 
]M'rsons wore listening to a man who was usmilly 4-all«*d ]{ob 
Me. Ho was talkin^r alxiut s«Hue onewhiihad faiKnl to do 
somotliin^r. whirli ho thtiu^ht was the )>r«»]>or thin;r to do 
i and ou^rlit tt» havo Imh'u dimo under tlie <^irf*umstane<^. Af- 

ter dwollin^f cm the suhjoet at «'«Misidorahle h»n;rth and hav- 
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iii;r t»x])ivss4Hl hisojiinion fully, as if in )ml)iatk>aof the)K«rty 8 
K]M»rtyoiirm^.S intidf* t)H» remurk that lu* was a d — {^niI and 
would ;fHt drunk liki» all Vir^niaus: (Mc. was from one of 
tlio eastern states:) About this time he hapi^ened to look 

around and saw stamdin^ in the crowd Frank , a native 

of Vir^nia. and sit on<*e asked his pardon for the remark. 
Pi-ank assured him that no aix>lo;j:y was iMM-essary. as every- 
one knew that a Virginian would ;ret drunk, and that a d — 
Yankee would steal! At this s:illy everybody lau;^hed, in- 
eluding the principals. Finally some one in the crowd caught 
his breath lou^ enou>rh to proiX)S4> that an adjournment be 
taken to wheiH» all could liquidate, or liquor up. or soon*- 
thin^of tl>e kind. The motion carried unanimously and I 
passedon. 

The for^foing: calls to mind another incid<»nt which alTorded 
unbcmnded amusement to those who witness4*d it, and tiH> 
more so owin^ to the peculiar habits and characti^risticj^ of 
at least one of the principals, and which of course c-an not 
be im]>sirte<l in tellin;; it. Col. H. wais a Virginian by birtli. 
SI jolly, genial kind hearted old ^^mtlemanas tlie 4^unty af- 
ford4?d, well educated aind well informed, and with whom I 
have psissed many pleasant moments and for whom I still 
cherish tlie most kindly remembrance. The Col. unfortu- 
nately ix)sessed the weakness spoken of by Bob Mc. In a 
m4xlerate de^rree. At one time the Col. and a man wliom wt^ 
will now call Haile, were o])iK>sin;? candidati^ for election to 
the ofli<*e of Representative of Rites County. Tlie C%il. fail- 
ihI to ^et votes enou^li, so was d<»featiHl. He <*har;^c>d hisdt^- 
feat larjrely to rei>oils deros^atoiy to him as a .s«>ber, orderly 
citizen, put in circulation by his o]>ponent and his friemls. 
6omi» time after the election the Col. ami his late op|K>iH?nt 
met in F. F. Eddy's store ait Papinsville. and as the former 
had l>een imbibing? somewhat liberally, the .si^lit of Hale re- 
minded him of his defeat and of the alh'^c^d can.S(» of it. Th4» 
Col. felt decidiMily belli<rerant, aind appro:ichin;r Hale char|r- 
<h1 him with tellin<? yarns on him durin;? the cam]>ai^k This 
Hale denied smd at1omi>t4Hl to rea.scm with him and qui«*t liis 
evidently excit^nl ccmdition: but the Col. had his war imint 
on aind refused to be p;icilied. Waiting his o]>iiortunlty he 
suddenly let fly with his list, but did not disable or d:im:i^«» 
his opiK>nent to am^' «rreat extent: Hale caught him. threw 
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liiui Ut t)N» iliNH- ;iih] pnN-««t*«l«^ l<» shut «>ir his wiml. Tht^Ccil. 
had scarcely tooc'bed tlH» fltNir when lie he^in to mil to the 
hystaiiMWrs t#» t«ke hiiii<y|f. Tliis was 4l<m«\ ;andthoCc>I. arcis4> 
)>nt was iHit )Ku*iti«*«l aiid agraiu be^^an tin* quarrel, ]>r<»sc»ntly 
strikin;r'at Hah^aKsiin. wiH*iith«»saiiH» ]M*rfi>ruiaiM*ewaj^^>iie 
lhnM];?h with. For tlM^ third tiuM* tlieCVri. n»iH*Wed tlM»quar- 
rel, wimlin^r up by striking at Hah» and tlH«tislM*utin^, ^'Take 
hioi off. take hiiu oflT!*" But this tloie the bystanders wen* 
iMit so )»rooi)»t tt» <k» sa bat h*f Hale choke him awhihv Xlum 
tht^y 1m»1|mh1 hiu) to his fei*t. He did not reiM*w the li|rht« but 
left lh«» Imm]; e shortl3- aft«*rwards. A few minutes afterwards 
siHiitHnM* wlio wa<( )in*s«iit at tiM* dilKenlty HN«t the Col. oh 
th<* stn*et and askiMl him why Ik* had not hit Halea^rsiin wIh*ii 
h«* ^ot up the last timi*. TIh^ Od. strai^htemHl himiielf up 
a*<^ well as hisiiMMlitiim wcmiM allow. kMdc«*d Ktrai^ht in the 
fa4-«' of his t|Ui^ti4ni4»r fiHT a iiiom«*nt, th«^ shutting one eye. 
answered. **Tliey were tiw» d — lon^ taking him off the last 
timeP It IS ]N'riiai)s n«?edlesei to add that the trouble was 
never n»nt»w«Hl. apt that Hak» had any Int^mtitm <»f doin^ the 
Col. any serious faurm. 

lioiu;? to uiy W4>rk oim^ morning I iim4 Isaac Wine, a youn^r 
msin who was «»mi^yed by F. P. Eddy, as hostler, pr^neral 
utility man and hel))i*r about the place, wImi, in cutting? sheaf 
€iats. ;r«>t his linger too far tlircHi^ and <ait about half an 
iiK'h off the fore tinx«*r of his left hancL He hunt^nl around 
anions tli«* cut osits until ht* found tlie severed ]Kirtion of his 1 

tin;;4*r. then takin«r it in his ri^flit hand lie started towards * 

tli4» hous<*. Noticing the M«iod I haltt^l and made uiquiry of 
him as to wh;it had hap]>eiied. He bath told and showed me ^ 

wliat hsid b4»falleu his Hn^r. I asktnl if it was csiusin^ him' ' 

much jKiiny Lo(»kiu^ first at the stub^ hf^ held tlie severed { 

]>it*ct« in his otlier hand and loidc«>d at that: then looking at ' 

lue ht» answ4*r4*d as he pn*si*iitHd the jiiect* of linger, ^^This y 

«'nd dot>s iKit hurt a bit« l>ut. (iMiMiti^ 4Nit the stub,) this end 
hulls like th^' devil!*^ As much as I sympatliiziHl with him 
this was toc» much ftyr my ^rnivity and I lau^hinl hcnirtily at 
the sin^rular and cjuaint r««]ily. He hNiked at me in a sort of 
jnixzhnl niaimi'i*. tlH*n lauxlt«*«) him.N«-lf, but evidently mt^n^ly 
Im*«*;ius«* I diil. not l>«*caiis«* hi* n-alixed tliat thi*!^ was any* 
thin^r in his r**}Ay to my <|iM*9^i4»n that was lau;?liyi>)i*. I 
<k»ttlit if he ever und<*rst4iud what I was laiMfhini? at. 
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[ Kliliu I — . after li;«viu^ iiiibilH*d at-ou.sMl«-nil>l«M|uaulity «>f 

I l^nmrK'ftMvt. stn>l]«Hl iulo tht^ uM hi^ c-ourt bousie at Papins* 

I vlUe-wherc Judir** B— was hoklin^ Pnihate Court, and as h«» 

1 wjs fivlln^r rather s^ilubrious liiuiself^ m-anttnl t«> aiuusi* and 

I i^nt^rtain thoso around him by joking with and talkiuxr t4i 

I them. apiKirehtlv oblivious of tho fact that c^ourt was in oes- 

[ 5«on for the purpose of transa€*tin|r business. The Judjife 

I s]K>ke to hiin asking him U^ keep qniet. but without any per- 

ceptable effect on Elihu: linally the jud^« after having 
spoken to him several time>, told him that he should fine him 
ten d hilars for c:mtempt of court. At this Elihu at first hnik- 
i*d surprised -and then ap]i:irentJy biH-ame indi^mant. Stru;;- 
^lin^ to his feet and steiulyin^ hims«^lf as well as he was able 
he looked at the Court as he reidied. -Wt-ll-hic-Judse. I 
reckon, by G— ! you will find me thi^ mont'y to iwy it witli. 
woatyou? He presently walkinl out of the liousi* with as 
much di;rnity as he could <-ommand. This episode caused 
considerable s:musemont amon^ tlu» 9qiectat«»rs and tliere was 
a quiet twinkle in the eyes of the Jud^* and a {n^rc^^ptible 
relaxation of th«» muscl.^ of his mtmth. but the di^mity of 
the t-ourt was pres«»rv4Hl. As ElihuV earthly imssc^ssions 
c;msisted of the cloth«^ Ih* won« at tlH» liuK*. and as then* 
was nt» jail in which to confine any cme. the Court could not 
well enforce the payment «>f the l^n^ had he i-amestly desir- 
ed to do so. but I am of the opinion that the jndji^^ accom- 
plished his object by ^«»ttin^ rid of thf disturbing element, 
thereby restoring order in court, and i>r4>bably entered a m«^n- 
tal it'^mittal of the fine. 

Having already occnjMed more spjice than I int4'nded, and 
not wishing to weary any reader of the History of Bat(*s Co. 
or di?^'onr;i<ri* tlie publislier by unntnVssary pndixity. I taki* 
leave of the subject, feeling that if the reader derives the 
pleasure in reading that I have experienced in nH*;i]lin^ the 
pa2»t, I shall be rewardi'd for any contributions I have lieen 
' able to make to the county *s history. 

i 

\ 
I 

r 
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CHAS. A. DENTON. 

Charles A. Denton was born in Adams County, Illinois, 
Septenober 25, 1854. His father's name is E. P. Denton, a 
farmer of Hancock County, Illinois; his mother's maiden name 
was Jemima Whitney, and both were natives of Kentucky. 
Charles led the average uneventful life of a boy on a farm. 
He was educated at the Carthage Lutheran College, and the In- 
dustrial University at Champaign. He taught school ft. r several 
terms. He read law with the firm of McCrary, Hagerman & 
McCrary at Keokuk, Iowa, and was admitted to the bar Feb- 
ruary 28, 1880, and began the practice of his profession at 
Keokuk, but shortly afterwards removed his family to Rich 
Hill, Mo. In 1888 he moved to Butler where he now resides,and 
is devoted to his professional duties, being the junior member of 
the firm of Smith & Denton, one of the strongest law firms in the 
city. He has a wife and two children, lives in a commodious 
home and enjoys the confidence and respect of the people. 

Politically Mr. Denton has always affiliated with the Re- 
publican party, and has been repeatedly honored by his party 
with important offices, and although defeated he has always run 
ahead of his ticket. In 1898 he was nominated for Judge of 
the 29th Judicial Circuit, and made a creditable race against 
overwhelming odds. He is a member of the Republican St^te 
Central Committee for this congressional district, and is in the 
way of political preferment. 

He is a clean, conservative man; and in his profession 
careful, faithful and successful. 
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FIFTY YEfmS #ICO. 

Wniieii for The Ohf Sriiirm' JiMof-jf, Inj 
Jtulgf C> /. nubttrtU. 

PRAIRIES FIFTY YEARS AGO. 

No iiiai) will i»v**r b<* abK* tiiimitHtotholx^iiiity of landsc^ipe 
and varioty of s<eiiory of the natural prairit^ of the Great 
Wi»st, l>4H-4mso of their vastness and their >rreat variety of 
jMYKlucts, many of which are extinct. 

Flowers that ^ew spontaneously and cx^-upied every sea- 
son, from earliest sprinjr to hitest fall, excelled any eollee- 
titm man c*ould either in a life-time. Lilies, roses, phloxes, 
violets, wild rhrysimthomnms, single jtetunas, crimson as- 
c-lei>ias, snow drops- briUiant and gorgeous flowers for every 
season — were here to be enjoyed for their beauty as land- 
scai>e dcH'onitions. or to be jilncked at will. Tlie air was red- 
olent with their j^ei-fume: their sweets were free for the 
honey-makers. 

The jrniss that ;n*^'w everywhere was more nutritious than 
any meadow of UHMlei*n days. Fruits in ^reat variety ^rrew 
in the woodcnl districts along the water courses and ripem^ ' 

in suc<-essi(m— an abundant supply for the wants of all. 
Str;iwbeiTi<*s. raspl)erries. blackberries, dewbenies, wild 1 

aj>i>li*s. blackhaws, ^rajies of lar>ro sizt* and excellent flavor, 
]H*rsimmons, ]>siwpaws, p^H-an nuts, black walnuts so pleuti- • 

ful that tlu»y could be sc<x>i)Hd up with a shovel. * 

l)ees stonnl their Imney in hollow tnn^sso abundantly that I 

it could b<* ;r«thercMl by the barrel-full. Everywhere nature ' 

]>i-ovid<Hl so abnndiintly for man's wants that no one could 
doubt the Hible representation of "The land that flowed with 
milk and hoiM*y." 

Apple and jx^ach orchards plantinl in those primative days 
knew no iiiscna )K'sts and no failure of cro]>s. Watermelons 
and mu.skmekms planted in freshly turned prairie sod cov- 
ennl the gi*ound with the luxuriam*e of their vines, and with- 
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out cultivation produced moiistix»us melons so abundantly 
there were more than could be consumed. Water, pure and 
I fresh stood in oj>en prairies in sunken basins or pools that 

I scorned to havv? neither inlet or outlet. Fish oc-cupied these 

I natural ponds. Wild animals and fowls found food, water 

i and shelter in these ^reat natural fields. AVoodtnl .streams 

I afforded protection aind water for fish and fowls. Alon;? tlie 

! margins of these water cour.ses grew wild climbing roses: in 

' the ponds and lakes grew water lilies, and b?avers and otters 

had their homes here. 

When this immense growth of vegetation was killed by 

frosts in the fall, grand and wonderful sights wer3 present- 

ed in the burning i>rairies, for the wild grass grew in some 

I seasons to the hight of eight or ten feet. Then thes? furious 

I fires would create destruction to the lives of stock and oc^i- 

sioually a human life would be sacrificed by the intense 

beat. But as the prairies bectame more densely inhabited, 

better reguhitions were estiiblislied for protection, and whole 

neigliborhoods would form lines of men armed with different 

i weai3ons of defence against these dangers. Li the highest 

I fury of these fires the flames would leap over creeks and riv- 

I' ers, destroying houses, fences and ti-ees. Tlien the only 

means of defence was to build counter fires to advance and 
meet the oncoming fltimes until the two lines unitcHl* and 
there was nothing more to destroy. 
I But man*s pi*ogress and civilization have destroyed that 

I which can never Ix; rej^roduced. The j^low and the niilroad 

j have develojxjd a different order of things and whether bet- 

: tororwoi'se, it remains for those who loved the beautiful 

prairies to know them only in memory. 



A MODEL LOG HOUSE. 



In the eastc»rn i>:iit of Bat<^s County, in Hudson township, 
tliere st^inds a log house in u good way of presen-ation. now 
owned and occupied by Tliomas J. Pheasant, that was built 
on my father's farm almost fifty-five years ago. Air the logs 
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in this buildinsr sire <»f white cKik cir black walnut liowu 
with smooth surfaces by tin* bnmd lix and adz, leveled at top 
and bottom^ dove-tailed and matched at the ends. As the 
lojrs weiH» laid in i>lacH* each tme was bedded in mort^ir. and 
to add to the se<-urity of th4»ir ]M>sition, lM>les were bore«l 
throu.irii «»very lo^ from top to oottom of the wlK>le wall «u 
each side of every d«>or and window, on each side of eveiy 
corner and held in phice by an incli iron bolt the full height 
of the wall. This lo^ house has bei»n re-roofed f pur or live 
times, lirst witli black wabint rived boards, then with best 
.siiwe<l shingles and now with pine. The lloorin^ was all cut 
with a whij>saw, tlie lo*r bein^ i>laciHl on a strong? frame and 
ono man st^indinj? above tlK^ lo.:; tD pull the saw up while un- 
ot!ier ;to:Kl br*UL»5it!i the lo;r t3 pull it d3wn. The ujqier 
l!oi>r was cut trcmi lar^e iH«can ht^rs, the lower Hikm* larjpe 
black walnut timlx^r. Tiie reaisou my father had for having 
this house built so substantially was to rcsi.st hi^h winds. 

I do not remember that we feared cyclones in the enrly * 

settlement of tliis country, but wi* could often see the trucks ] 

of t<'rrilic tornadoes and hurricanes in the timber districts. 
Our house was built and stands on a hi^h limi-stone taUe- M 

land at tiie head of Pantln*r Crec»k. From this eminence we . ! 

could view a biMUtiful l:i«ds<-aifc» live mili^ in extent in near- j' 

ly every direction. i 

Game of nearly every kind was abundant aind fromour hill { 

we could s<»e deer every fair day in the year. Indians from 
diffen»nt trilx's came to visit us every s2>rin«r and fall to ask 
)M*rmissiou to hunt ^ime. until we IjcH-ame so a<*customed to 
si*ein^ them thait we did not fear them. 

My father s«Htle J in B.ite4 County when I was ten years of 
a^e. I had four sisters. When the indiaus came to see nsy 
sometimes a do.":«'n or more at the ssime time, we would j?o 
out and m(N»t them and exchan^re park or corn or some arti- ' 

cle that they waut^nL for their venisim. Tliey invariably ' 

had one iuterpretor or s)N>kesman, all other memb^.^-s of tlie j 

jKirty ^ivin^r us to undcTstand that they could not s)>eak <rtir ! 

lan.icua^e. When they n»tunied the next season some other .j 

member of tin* jKiity would act as interj^retor and the s|)eak- j 

er of the former s;^a>on would be sih«nt, i^retendin*? not to 
uuderstiind. But they were jovial anion;? themselves and 
much ^fjven to lan«rhter. 
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During our early lUHiuaiuUince with the fnmtier trilies of 
Indians we never heard of more than one a<*t ^of hostility. 
About the year of 1840 a band of OsaK^Iikliansobtsnnediier- 
mission from their agent, loesite^l in what is now Kansas, to 
come over the border into Missouri to hunt. While hunting 
game in the woods they killed some hogs belonging to white 
settlers. In haste, and angered at the depredations of tlie 
Indians, an armed band of whites suddenly appeared at the 
indians' camp to bring them to account for their conduct* 
The first unfortunate impulse of the indiansw^is'to fly to tlieir 
arms and resist what they supp3sed t^ be a determination 
to butcher them. The Indians opened fire on the white men 
and killed a Mr. Dodge, one of the most useful and influen- 
tial pioneers of the county. Ii^nally the Indians were indue- 
ed to surrender, and after being informed that they must not 
return, the locks were removed from their guns and they 
were sent back to their agency in disgrac3. - The Indians' 
visits were not so frequent for several years after this event, 
but finally under promise of good bshavior they began to re* 
turn in small bands and always asked permission when they 
came to hunt. 

One day a wounded deer came bounding into my father's 
cornfield. My dog gave chase and soon caught it. Just 
then a large Indian with a gun in his hand ran to me and 
gave me to understand that it was his deer, and pointing to 
its hind foot showed me it had been shot off: of course I 
could but submit. He proceeded to dress the deer in a hasty 
but neat way, and after it was all ready to pack he cut off 
one of the hind quarters and gave it to me as my portion for 
the service my dog had rendered. I thought then as I now 
think, he proved himself to be better than most whit3 men 
in manliness and gratitude. 



MY WATERMELON PATCH.- 

/ 
I planted a little watermelon patch in the center of tlie \ 

cornfield where from tb? hill-top at the hou^e I could look 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



E. C. nUDD. 

The subject of this sketch was born in Larue County, Ky., 
on March 27, 1852. Was educated in the common schools, and 
attended the Hodgensville Academy. Came to Bates County, 
Mo., in 1873 and settled near Burdette. Went to Pacific coast 
in iHS/, returned in 1S85, and went out again in 1888 and re- 
turned in 1891. While out there he was engaged in contracting 
on r; ilroad and other public works. 

Was married to Miss Amanda Stillwell in 1874. Has always 
been a democrat. In 1896 was nominated and elected sheriff 
by the democracy. Was re-elected in 1898, and is at this time 
Sheriff of Bates County. 

As a public official **Shelt" Mudd, as he is familiarly called, 
is popular with the people, and as a man and citizen he has a 
a large circle of admirers and friends. He is fearless in the 
discharge of his public duties, companionable and generous in 
the private relations of life. Faithful to his friends, respectful 
to every body, it is not remarkable that he is popular as a pub- 
lic officer. His term of office will expire January ist, 1901. 
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c1o\m into iL As I ](>ok<>d into my uiflon jiatch om> day I 
clistMVorod that a unmb?r of d<*?r and wiJd turkeys had takou | 

]K>sses.siou of it and that after they had dined on uil'lons at 
my ex]x»nso were en^i;<red in a litth^ innocc-nt dam*e amcn^ 
the vines. The turkeys would flap their vrmjps and strike 
amd jump a^.iinst the deer, while the latt€>rdau<-ed and jump- 
ed around the turkeys like lambs atiday. 

Tiiey were so intent on their amnsi»m«»nt tliat tlu^y dwl not 
notice me as I quietly cre]>t down amon^r the com to witliiit 
a few feet of the little ojx^n sc|uan^ Here I lay <|uiet a few 
moments, then niisin^r my head disc^»vered that a turkey was 
my nearest ^aime. Ltn-cliiip n y jrtn I i>ulled the tri;;;p:ier» 
but to my di >;i)>):ointaient the ^u l;ad bcH?n loaded so lon^ 
th:it it failed to disc*har^ i;nd I ft ared the eiqilosion of tlio 
jH^rfussicm <'ap would scare the ^ime away. I remained vejy . 
quiet for a little while until assunnl that there would be no 
<reueral alarm, tlien i>la<-t^ a fn«s!i cap i»n the tube, ^y this 
time 3« deer stood, broad-side, within a few feet of where I 
lay. I took stc»ady aim, but to my increas«Kl a^^rravation my : ' 
;run a^ain failetl to do s<*rv]<t\ 1 now felt sure I should loe$e *" 

aill oppjrtuuity to captun* any of the «rame. although within 1 1 

reach of it. The turkeys be«ran to be suspicious and I knew | 

by their notc^s of alarax that they wi^re warning each other 
to be on th*» look-out for danger. I determined however, 
tliat as lon«r as the game remained witliin rc^ach of a sliot I . f 

would continue to try the obstinate ^n. Tlie third time I ' : 

took more care to 2>repare my pun for si»r\-ice. Having ccMue 
prepared with ix)wJer-hom aLd slujt, I openi^d the tube with 
a pin, jKourtHl in fresh i>owder and primed it to the top, then ♦ 
placed on a new cap and niisinp my head cautiously, saw a 
fat, half ^-own deer less than twenty feet away. This time 
my pun did full execution and tlK*re immediately occurred a 
rusliinp'llipht and staniji^Kle of all the pame exc-ept the ani- 
mal at which I had aimed, and that one I drapped proudly 
home. 



TAKES TWO TO SHOOT WILD TUUKEY. 
We kei>t a Itock of tame turkeys. Oni* fall a wild turkey 
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caiuo froiu t))e u*ocm1s and. :iltlK»u^!i it always siHMuod a littlo 
shy, .st4iycHl all winter with the t:)iiie ones. In the spring he 
became discontented and be^n to evince a dis]x>sitiou to re- 
turn to his hannts in the woods. He would make frequent 
attempts to lead our whole fiock of tame ones away to the 
place of the home of his wild comjianions.' I then determin- 
ed that if he was so ungrateful as to desert us after all our 
kindness and aftc»r having sliarcd our hosi>itality a whole 
winter I would rather have his dead body than to have his 
. living memory. I carefully loaded my rifle, but to my great 
chagrin^ found that my caj) box was empty. In those days 
it was not easy to obtsiin supplies when they were exhausted 
as it was six miles to the nearotst store« 

I had determined to shoot that turkey, however. By tliis 
time the turkey had perched liimsi^lf on a fence within twenty 
feet of the house. Having nn.<«*d t!ie window quietly, I told 
my mother to take the tongs and bring a ca:il of fire from 
the fire place and when I niised tlie hammer of the gun us I 
took aim at him, to touch the live coal to the tube of the gun. 
The discharge, of course, was simultaneous with the ai>pli- 
cation of the coal. My mother was greatly frightened; but 
we shot the turkey and ate him for dinner. 



SIGN L.VNGUAGE OF BIRDS. 

I noticed a remarkable proof of the communic;ition of the 
wishes of birds. As I stood on our hill erne day at noon I 
noticed a large hawk slowly and laboriously approaching tlio 
limestone bluff to the west of the house. The direction the 
bird was flying was bringing it nearly over my head. The 
hawk was evidently carrying a heavy prey for its young and 
as it came nearer I discovered that its burden was a rabbit 
hanging down from its talons. At this moment I noticed the 
hawk's mate dart rapidly away from the cliffs and fly direct- 
ly under its mate at a distance of fiftiH^n feet or more bellow, 
then suddenly the upper hawk droj^iiodits burden, Isui>pos- 
ed accidentally, but it was caught by the mother hawk, a:4 1 
believed the lower bird to ba, Wiit> tunuHl herself feet up in 
the air and received the rabbit as dextrously as ever b:i5e 
ball catcher caught a b:ill, then turned and hurried back to 
fei«d her bi-ood, while the tired m::ster hawk flew slowly after. 
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JACOB D. ALLEN, 

bora in FraokliD County, Keotucky, September I2tb, 1859. 

Moved to Missouri in 1875 with his parents, Richard N. and 

Jannette AUeo, who located on a farm io New Home townahtpt 1 

Bates county. Served ao as apprentice in a printing office in I 

1876-79. Took an A. B. course in Kentucky Millitary Insti- j 

tate 1879 to 1882. Was Senior Captain of Corps 1881 2. 

Salutatorian '82 class. Was Deputy County Clerk from Jan* . / 

uary i, 1883, to July i, 1884, when he took charge of the Butler .' 

Weekly Times, which paper he is still conducting. Was con* | 

gressional committeeman from 1886 to 18S8. Delegate to the 

Democratic National Convention at Chicago, from 6th Missouri 

District in 1892. Was Postmaster at Butler from July i, 28959 

to October 1, 1897. Appointed b}' Govenor Lon V. Stephens, 

on October 2, 1899, a member of commission to locate and 

build State Lunatic Asylum No. 4, In Sogtheast Missouri; 

elected chairman of the commission by his conferres, in which 

capacity he is now serving the state. Was married Oct 6th, 

1 886, to Miss Ida R. Wood, to which union three sons were 

born, Hobert, William and Jacob. 

Mr. Allen has made the Times one of the leading and in- 
fluential Democratic weeklies of the state; and he is recognized 
as among the prominent politicians of his party, and his friends 
hope to see him suitably honored by his party in the future. 
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PIONEER UPE IN BATES COUNTY. 
irritieu fiMT Jlie Ohl Seiilerm' JJUIary, 

I was bom in Monroe county. MissonrL October. 14, 1840. 
My family left there September, i!H, 1855, for Linn county, 
Kansas, passing? through Butler on October, 7. At that time 
it was a small viUage with ^srrass ^rrowiu^ in the streets. 
Wo arrived at our destination, October, 9th, and remained 
tlH're until the spring of 1>^59, moving to Lone Oak townsiiip 
on the t!9th day of March. 

While this township was sparcely settled, and what settle- 
ments there were confined to the creeks and rivers, yet the 
)KH>ple were kind and hospitable. Churches and schools had 
been established in most communities. Church services were 
generally held in school houses which were built of logs, 
with one end out for a lire-place, and one log out the full 
length of one side for a window and with slabs for seats. 
Such were the facilities for what education I have acquired, 
and which were cut short by that little difficulty between the 
st:ites. The first frame ciiurch building erected in the coun- 
ty that I remember, was within throe-fourths of a mile from 
when* tlie writer now sits, built by the Presbyterians. The 
lumber was haulded from the southern part of the state or 
northern Arkansas in the fall of 1859. At this time the seat 
of government had been moved to Butler; which was build- 
ing up rapidly. This was our postoffice and trading point. 

There are but few of the old settlers left that were here 
when we came. We can caU to mind only one head of a fam- 
ily that was here tlum, John Daniels. Tliere are a good 
many desc*endants of the early settlers remaining. 

Nothing of an exciting nature took place from that time 
until IHOI, when the presidential election occured. Our peo- 
ple were attending to their legitimate affairs, quietly and 
good mituredly. Once in a while a raid of freebooters from 
Kansas, or visa versa, which soon quieted down. Not until 
ISIU, as the c'lmpaign progressed did the excit^^ment reach 
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fever hi»Mt. As I was not a voter I took but little interest in 
passing events. There was one little incidf»nt after the ek»c- 
tion that I often caU to mind. As I reun»nib<»r, there were 
eleven votes cast in the rcnnty for Mr. Lincoln. The" names 
of these voters were printed on plaesirds and stuck up at ev- 
ery cross-roads. I m^ntlozi this to show whtit jMrtisanism 
will lead men to. A<-tnal h<ftstilities did not commence in 
this county until the latter part of the summer of INU. 

"My father bein<; a slave holder and the circumstances sur- 
roundings: ws left us to take sidc^ with the south. The com- 
pany of which I was a member, was made up in this vicinity 
on the 27th day of June. iJ^l. We took up our line of march 
for the south, joining the main army at Papinsvillc, com- 
manded by General Price. We were nniptormpted until n«ir 
Carthage, Missouri, when we met Genenil Sie'^el. and after 
a sharp engagement of several hours, Mith slight loss on 
both sidc^. General Siegol was forced to retire. General 
Price continued his march to Cowskin Pniirie, where we re- 
mained three weeks: thc^ took up our liiu> of march for 
Springfield. Ten miles simth-west of this <!ity on Wilson 
Crec»k, we encountered CSeneral Lyon. I am unable t-o give 
the details of this fight* as our n^giment was in advance, r«v 
ceiving the first assault. I fell vturly in the eiigsigement, 
with a minnie Vjall in the tliigli, near wlx^re General Lyou 
fell. I was taken to tin* hos]>ital at S])ringtield. In the lat- 
ter pjirt of September I was able to return home wlier<» I re- 
mained until IHO^. From the time of my arrivatl at home un* 
til my departure there wi-re many incidents, a few of which 
I will relate without lieiog exact as to datc^. 

In the fall of IHOI James Hawkins accidcntly shot and kill- 
ed himself while passing through a gsite at the Andrew 
Brown place. In less than a year Alexander Weddle and a 
Mr. McRupe were killed at and near the s;ime place. 

Some time in the fall of l.-*u2 Joe Myers c4ilhKl at the resi- 
dem*e of John Lloyd, and angry words ensued. Myei-s shot 
the latter, killing him instantly. In April or May. 1h(>;-5, 
Judge Durand, a pnmiini-nt citizen of Pniirie City, was kill- 
ed by two bushwhackersy while gv>ing from his home to Butler. 
It was not the design of these men to take his life, only his 
horse and gnn, but |ie r^^fased to surrender. Just before or 
Hl>orily aft4>r this last ncii-nm^m-e M. D. Ellinlge nnd J* W. 
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Jonos woro c^nfaiDixHl m tlit> brush iioar whoro Pli»:is5mt Val- 
• h^ st'liool house now stands. Whili» t»ach had ^one to his 
Jiouie for breakfast, boin^ only a sliort distance away ^ a com- 
pany of militia surroundinl their caujp. EIIe<1<?e returned 
tirst: Jiis tirst intimation of dan.jrer was a demand to snrren- 
dt?r. He lK^;;an to retrvSit, at tlie same time shooting at those 
in fi\)nt of him: tiiat o]K»ned a way for himtoescaipe. Many i 

siiots were finnl and the last <me hit Elh*d^ein the arm. He * 

r»»turned hom.^ called his wife out and told her where to find 
him wlien the militia lind *rone. He was soon able to be iu - J 

tlx' saddle a;;ritin. I 

On December T), 1S.U. a band of outlaM'.s came to the rosi- j1 

d(Mice of (ieor«r<* TJiomtis, a resj>ect<Hl citizen and a Union | 

man. carricKl him oil. and he was never heard of. It is sup- ' 

j);)s(».l iie was murdernl. In the fall of IHCkj a lot of South- ^ 

ern m(»n w.mv in the bi'ush in the southern part of the iown- 
shij) whcm a disi)Ute arose betw«M»n Jim Lloyd and Harry 
lluinplireys, over the n^turn of same horses t;iken from J^ick 
AVri;riit, Humphreys demandin;r their return. An;rry words I 

ensured j:ncl botJi n»achi*d for tli<'ir ;runs and fired «imulta- ; 

n<H)gsly. Lloyd reci^ivtHl a Ixill in Jiis brain and Humphreys 
one in his breast, bf>th expirin^r immediatel3\ 

In May 1n(k>. tln» order of Gt»jieral Ewin<]:, de]v>pulatin|3: tlie 
bord<»r counties, was issued. Jiein^ unable for service I re- 
mained <it home until this time. A pass was furnished me to 
}Zo into our lines. I did not reacli the lines until fall when I 
re-<»wlist4»d in the lotli Missouri Cavalry, C. S. A. Not able 
for active service I was det:iil<»d in the Commissary depart- 
ment, where I n^mained until the army reached the Missouri • 
Kiver on the Piice raid, when I re-joinc*d my company and 
l>articipati»d in all tin? en^a<rements to the close, except that 
of Mines CrcM»k in Linn county, Kansa.s. At Cane Hill, Ar- 
kansiis. we turned into the Nation, where for three weeks 
we had nothiij<? to(>at but meil without S5ilt: and our faithful 
animals, brush and jwairie ^^rass, in the month of November. , 
After reaCiiin^ Ked Rivej' we turntHl down that stream until 
we rejiched Lt»c, where we sp(.*nt the balance of the winter 
aj)d sprinir, surnmdiTin^ at 8hrevej>ort June the 1<>th, JHG5. 
After Uncle Sam had licked us he was kind enough to fur- 
nish us trjins]>ortation home jind i>lenty of j^rub Jo eat. 

I found my 2^ar(»nt.5 in Ec>nry county, Missouri, on the i!7th 
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day of Juue, 1:>G5. 1 did uot ivluni tiotbiseouuty uutil l><l»r. 
While tliere was a great deal of auimosity existing here I re- 
ceived verj^ kiud treatment at the hands of my late <^nemies, 
and lam proud to say that now my warmest friends are those 
who wore tlie Bine, some of whom I met on the battle-field. 

Now in conclusion I wish to say that the foregoing are the 
facrts as to my best ability to chronicle them, without any col- 
oring, for I see things diflferently from M'hat I did tJiirty 
years ago. Wlien I laid down my musket I considered the 
war at an end, and have adhered to that ix>licy since. 
The past is behind us, our duty is to the futuiv and as iKitri- 
otic Americans we should turn our «'yes in that dire<*tJon. 



INCIDENTS OP FRONTIER LIFE. 
la Lmjt 0.9 fc Toiritjtliip as lUhtied hy Early Sell i erg, 

John Daniels settled near the north boundry of Lone Oak 
township hi the year IhTm. The hardships of those early 
times were indeed trying to the yoeman who undertook to 
suppoit his family and improve his farm under tlie existing 
circumstances. 

Mr. Daniels relates t!iat net pork was worth but three dol- 
lars per cwt. when delivered at Tipton, Missouri, and that 
almost all goods were freighted by wagon from the same 
place. Milch cows were worth from five to seven dollars 
per head, until traders came in from Oregpn and C4iused cat- 
tle to advance. 

Mr. Daniels sensed as a soldier during the war and return- 
ed at its close to find his buildings all destroyed and the ef- 
fects of his hard toil almost wij^ed out. Not discouraged by . 
this he once more went to work and soon regained from 
w^ste his farm of two hundred acres, on which ho stiU re- 
sides. 

George W. Blakkexbeckeu settled in Lone Oak Xoyra- 
ship in 180C. Mr. Blankenbecker was a typical frontiers- 
man and enjoyed • the rough and ready life of the settler. 
His ax quickly cleared away the forest and his fruitful 
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JOHN EMERY DOWELL. 

The subject of this sketch was born in McDonough County, Ills., forty 
years ago. When he was four years old his father died, leaving a widow 
and three sons to fight the stern battles of life, which at times were such as 
to require effort and great personal sacrifice. His early educational ad- 
vantages were such as afforded by attending school two months in the winter 
and by close application to study at home during the evening hours, by de- 
nying himself the pleasuies of social life during his early manhood he ac- 
quired the foundation which enabled him to pass the examination into the 
higher institutions of learning. This he did at the earliest opportunity, 
and graduated from the Methodist School at LaHarp, Ills., in 1883, with 
the h<nors of his class. 

Immediately after his graduation he joined the mighty army of ener- 
getic people who were then going to Dakota Territory, where he was an 
active figure in the battle incident to life in anew country. 

In 1884 he was nominated as a candidate for Superintendent of Public 
Schools of Potter County, Dakota Territory, which he resigned to accept a 
good position as Teacher in another countv. 

In March, i884,he associated himself with C. N. VanHosen, now editor 
of the Springfield Republican, (this state), as editors and publishers of the 
Potter County Blizzard, (it was just what its name implies). In March, 
i886,Mr. Dowell was admitted to the bar, and located at Miller, Hand Co., 
Dakota. Here he held several positions of trust, and enjoyed the confi- 
dence of the people. In the autumn of 1890 he came to this county, locat- 
ing at Adrian, and bought the Journal at that place, with which he is still 
connected. In the spring of 1897 he was elected to the office of Justice of 
the Peace, and in the autumn of the same year was elected Mayorof Adrian 
to fill the vacancy caused by the death of A. J. Satterlee; in the spring of 
1898 he was re-elected to that office, and is still acting in that capacity. 

On October nth, 1885, the subject of this sketch was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Mollie M. Purkey; to this union have been born three 
children, viz: George B., Lucy V. and John Emery, Jr., all of whom are 
living. Mr. Dowell is a member of the Cresent Hill Lodge No. 368, A. F. 
& A. M.; of Adrian Lodge No. 13, I. O. O. F. ; he is also a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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Ii«'k1s iM-<*u)iy thi* ;m»amls wliu-li om-t^ nouiislHtl tlio;nants<^ 
tin* fon*sts. Door, irtilvt-s and wild tarkofs in ailnioi^t <'<Hiut- 
loss DQiuberR ^nive s)M»rt to the hmitsiuan, amd no one cooM 
handle a rifle more elf<*ctivelr than he. He was foremoHt in 
the chase as well as with the a«x. He yet lives on tlie farm 
which his stron^r arm wrested from the wilderness, but how 
jrreat is the chancre the years have wrought. His ax lies idle, 
and the rifle, his constant companion in those days. Is now 
only cherished as a relic of the posL 



Jt'IX;E EDMUXD n^VRTLETT. 

Edmund B:irtlott «-asl his lot with tho imhijiIo of Iiat«*s 
County in tho spring: of 1^4:;. He was bom in Cumberland 
county. Kentucky. May !». l^^l^. and was the son of Edmund 
and Sally Bartlett, both Ylr^^nlans by birth. They died I! 

when Eldmund was quite smalL On this account his <qipor- '^ 

tunitios for obt^iiuin^ an education were greatly Umited. ^ 

But by his <rreat determinaticn In late years he has obtained i 

a ^ood oduc^ition. Mr. Kirtlett was married to MIssMariah ' 

C'Ook in Kentucky. Au<nist 11. ly^lUK To this union were 
;riven seven cliildreiu four are still livin<r. one scm and three i 

daughters. ■ 

The Jud;ro ssiid: **In Km7 I procured a Idind liorse and 
an old bu<r;^t which 1 losidtnl with my «*am])in;?^ outfit and i 

what proxisions it would carry, and we started out to find \ 

our fortune. My wife drove while I trampod alon^r-side 
with my ^un on my shoulder. We first settled in Morgan *j 

county, Missouri, whore 1 bought ei«rhty acres of land, on 
time, on which ! made some improvements. After living 
there for five years I dis|iosed of it for J^M, aind in the last 
of March 1k43, I came to Bates Ciiunty. At first I rented a 
farm on D.-^epwater Crw^k. but the spring following I moved 
to Walnut t4)wnship and liought a claim, the land not yet be- 
ing in market. When I csime to Walnut townshii> there were 
only nine fsiniilios besides my own. two families of Woodfius, 
two of McHonrys, one e;ich of S^^lls. Andres, Gllliands» Pi»- 
<i»s and a bachelor named Cot^ier. 

i 

* 
4 
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••Oor neairest iiei^hb(>rs on the west were the Pota watODiics, 
a tribe of Indians that lived in Kansas and with whom we 
were on friendly terms. We would frequently exchange our 
products, such iis com meal or a piece of meat for calico, do- 
mestic or such goods as they had to dispose of. They very 
seldom showed any signs of hostility. 

**We got our mail at Little Osage until 1816, when a postol- 
fice was established at Marvel, which was the first postofficc 
established in Walnut township; J. D. Dickey being the first 
postmaster. The mail route was laid out from HarrisonvlUc 
to Pai>insville by way of West Point and Marvel; Mirk Wert 
was the mail cDatraetor. We also had our grinding done at 
a little horse mill on the Little Osage, ojxirated by a 
man named Ray. The customers frequently hitched their 
own horses or oxen on and ground out their own grists, and 
frequently had to wait quite a while for their turn. 

"Religious ser\ices were held at private houses and what 
few school houses there were scattered over tlie county. The 
'J first school district in soutli-westem part of the county was 

organized at my Instigsition, and consisted of congressional 
township 39. range 33. People would go fifteen or twenty 
miles to meetings, house-raisings and social gatherings. ** 

Judge Bartletf has borne such hardships and privations as 
only a pioae;?r meets, but by hard work and great endurance 
has overcome all obstacles and won a good liome for himself 
and family, and a character beyond reproach. He was a 
. farmer by occupation, but has served tiie public in variou > 
J capacities; as scrhool teacher, justice of the j^eaca, postmas- 

ter, township collector, was elected and re-elected coun- 
i ty judge until he had ser>-ed in that capacity for ten years, 

b?lng succeeded by Judge Pe?l?y in 181i3. He ably discharg- 
ed his official duties, with much creilit to himself. He resid- 
ed in Walnut township from 1H44 until tlie county was de- 
populated by 'Order No. 11, '^ when he went to Kansas, re- 
turning to his home In l^Gd, where he resi Jed until a f aw 
years ago when he moved to Butler, where he owns a nice 
home. 

Although Judge Bartlett is past eighty years of age hi* 
mind is as ch^r as most men's at forty. Ha was a mambar 
of the Gnind Jury that found a bill against Dr. S. Notting- 
ham for killing his wife, the only maa legally oxecutr^d in 
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tile cuanty. He n»iiieuib(*rK a ;rreait doHl of the evidence int>- 
dueed at tl>e tnal. 



XoTK.— A sliort time aifter Jud;;e Ii:trtl<»tt au^eorded our 
r«»j>r«»s<*nt;itive the ffire^roin^ interview he "Passed Oyer to 
the 8i)<'nt Majority.** Tho list of pioneers is yearly gruwin^ 
shorter. — l^blish^^ni. 



IN XORTHERX BATES. 

» 

Aiuon^r the f>Id st^ttlers of I>ei»r Ci-et* tovushi)> are S;iin- 
uel JjK-kson and wife, ajrrd resiH»etive)y sixty-five and sixty- 
four. Mrs. Jaekson is a native Missourion« having bet*n bom 
in C]ay <*ounly. Tliey <-:inie to Bsites County in November \ 

IhTkk i>5iss4h1 tlirou^rh Papin.s\ille tlinn? days before the ex- i 

rcution of Dr. Xottin^h.'rm. and Mrs. Jackson wanted to re- 1 

main to witness the han«rin^ but her husband would not stop. ^ 

Tjie old coujile apjiear to have been all over the western 
l)art of the state. They made forfy-two moves in the first / 

twenty years of their marn< d life. Mrs. Jackson ^ves some > 

vivid aw'ounts €>f *-The old times^ as they appeared to one 
wl)o went throu«rh them. She went to school three months ' 4 

and two wet^ks, so her education, as we l<x>k at it in these 
d lys, was rsither limitcMl. In the ways and works of frontier j 

life, h >wever, she was thorou^rhly educaited. She foUoms * 

many of the practi<-es of the early days and has a profound J 

contempt for much of the**fuss and foolery'Vof modem times 
and expross4Hi her sentiments as follows: *'I am |?etting a 'i 

piece of t^irpet ready for the loom now, and I will have me 
some home-sjmn dress<»s to wear by the middle of May. and 
I will ^o to <-hurch and wear them, you bet! I was raised to 
work and I like it: I like to .v:pin and hear the old wheel hum; 
1 like to make pn»t1y striiK'd cloth and like to wear it tiio. 
Some ]KM)ple are tiMi pn>ud to do anythin;r only play <m tlie 
orjj;an, or crixhc't. or .something like that. In war times I 
t-ould not ^<»t <'l«)thiD^« so I raised my <nm cotton, picked the 
setnl out with my fin^sers. carded and sjmn it and made cloib- 
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ijijLjr for myself and fainily. I WDVt* iiiaiiiy a yaiil <^f vUaU sift- 
er ni^ht. For four years I cut and haulinl all of uiy wo<n1 
and went forty miles to mill, driving theoxen mys<*lf. I 
rode a ;?ovemment mule to Kansas City and candied my ba- 
by in my lap. I could walk all over the town then in half 
an hour. I have put out two washing^s in half a day and 
then could hardly make a living for my.<elf and four Irttle 
children. Mr. Jackson was gone in the war three years and 
fourteen days, and I did not once see him dunng that time. 
I had to leave my children when I went to buy <*orn or go to 
mill. At first I was very timid and feared to tell my busi- 
ness, but I S3on found out how to do, and could get through 
with my business as quickly as any man. In 1H(>1 we got out 
of flour, we had some wheat in the shock, and had got tired 
of eating com bread so I put the wagon shc»et down on the 
ground and got sticks and beat the grain out, took it to a 
coru mill and got it ground, but we had to esit the bran, as 
the sieve would not take it out. 

**Talk about the good old times! I tell you thc»y were good • 
times for work. My .husband has made rails enough to fenc4i 
in Bates County, and I have wove enough cloth to carpc^t a 
good jjortion of it. I used to know evoryliody: now I know 
but few. 

**The first house we lived in wa^ log with a sod chimne,y 
and puncheon floor. We had one chair, and a bo.x for a tsible. 
we sat on the floor to eat. I had a pot with one leg out; I 
wrapped a rag round a com cob and .stoi>i>ed the hole: I could 
cook in it twice i>efore the cob* would bum out. My cuj>- 
bo:ird was six augur holes bored in the logs and a <'lapboard 
laid on pins. I had a scaffold Unlstead and was ha])py as a 
lark in spring-time. 

**In 180:! father and Benton McPherson were killed. I 
went after them; got there at night. TJiey hiy on the snow 
which was eighteen inches deep. I knew it would not do ta 
let them lay until morning as they would fnwze fast, so I 
took them ui> that night, watched over th<»m until morning, 
put them in a wagon and took them to wh^^r.-* botli families 
were stiiying. I saw sights during war timos that would 
well-nigh drive one cnizy.^ 
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O. D. AUSTIN. 

O. D. Austin was born iq Shelby, Richland County, Ohio, 
October 7, 1841. His father was of French extraction and was 
born in Massachusetts July 16, 1804. He was an eminent 
physician and began his professional career in Shelby, Ohio. 
His wife, whose maiden name was Flavia A. Conger, was a 
sister of Hon. O. D. Conger, United States Senator from 
Michigan. The subject of this sketch was the oldest of six 
children and was educated in the public schools of Plymouth, 
Ohio. At the age of 17 he entered the office of the Herald at 
Marshfield, Ohio. In 1862, through the influence of Hon. John 
Sherman, he obtained a clerkship in the treasury department at 
Washington. He was present at Ford's theatre on April 14, 
1865, and saw President Lincoln shot. In 1866 he came to 
Kansas City, Mo., and was foreman in the office of the Kansas 
City Advertiser for about six months. This was the first daily 
paper published there. In November of the same year he went 
to Butler and became general manager of the Bates County 
Record. In the spring of 1867 he returned to Kansas City and 
was local editor of the Advertiser until October, at which time 
returned to Butler and purchased the Record plant, and has 
continued to own and publish the Record ever since. 

In October, 1881, he was appointed postmaster at Butler by President 
Arthur. He was again appointed postmaster in 1889 by President Harrison 
and served the people acceptably. He is a member ot the Masonic order 
and a Knight Templar, and is prominent in the order, having been Deputy 
District Grand Master for the last four years. He was married May 3. 
1871, to Miss Florence M. Stobie of Butler, formerly of Pittsfield, ifl. 
They have two children, Edwin S. and Nellie B. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF IIATKS roiXTV. Wi 



IX WEST IH)IXT TOWNSHIP. 
Urhtle^l hif Mm. E. JJ Ciavk\ 

*-My father. W. Li*iu:ir. inovml to tIils<i>oiity in tlio spring 
of \Hy^^ 'wlion I was ^liirtiH^ii yisirs old, and }x>u^1it tho place 
whoro ho now livtv^ two and ono-hsrif niDi^ south of Amster- 
dam. Whon wo mov4*J ht*n* tli<»i\» w.^ro but few houses hi 
the country: tln»re was Mr. Jackson's, who lived when» L. 
P. Parrish now lives: Lci^in Mitchell lived where lie now 
resides, four and <Mi-v>-half miles south of Amsterdam: Mr. 
Adair was locatinl one milt* south of Mulberrj*: Mr. Amott, 
where Robert Bniden now lives: and John Green on what is 
now tin* Walley farm. Mr. iin^MiV hous<>bum<Hl down soon ' 
after we <-ame and two children iK*rishetl in the flames. 

•*I was marriiHl in the spring of \^:%x, to J. J. Clark. We 
mt>viHl to the jdacc* when* I ni>w live. <me and a half miles 
north-west of Am.stenlam. Mr. Clark was a democmt, nev- 
4*r-the-less a Union man andlx'iieved in each man voting his 
own s4»ntiments. 

•'The fall that Lim-idn was elec*t4^. two K^MKlemen by tlie ^ 

nauH' of Poi><». and ver>- intimate friends of Mr. Clark, were 
visiting us. Mr. Clark. p*»rsuadi»d them to ^ to the polls * 
and vote. They voted for Lim*oln, which was n^inst Mr. 
Clark's sentiments, but it made no difference to him while 
others thought it to be a jm»at fault. Mi's. Mattox, livin^fT 
just aci-oss the state line, fn^iuently told the Federal trooi^s 
that my husb;ind w«is a rebi^l and harboi'ed bushwhackers. 
This causiHl us a ^irreat deal of trouble with the Union troops^ 
a eompuny of which were .stationed at Trading Post, Kan* 
sns. One winter soldiers from this c*omi>any called upon us 
v.?ry often but we never found out what they w*anted until 
in the spring. wlu*n six men enuM* one Sunday morning. 
Thc»y had always wanttn] a meal, but on tiiis occasion tbey 
simply diatted aad smoked their pii>es. One of the* men in- 
quinnl if we cannl to kntiw their business: we told them we 
did. They then told us that Mrs. Mattox*had told them we 
were n*)M*ls and kept i>i:shwhackei's under our ixK)f. TlM*y 
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had been Nvatchiug us uud baJ fouud tlio st:itt^ui*:it t^ b:* un- 
true. We were auDoyed so uiueli by bushwhackers that wo 
were compelled to move across the state line into Kansas, 
where we remained two years. 

•*In the spring of lsr>M, a btind of bQshwacke)*s crossed into 
Kansas and killed a Mr. Dedo and another man wiiose name 
I do not know. Mrs. Mattox told the ja^'hawkers that tht» 
'^. * raid was caused by my husband, while lie at tlie time wa^ 

! sick in bed. The next day two uhmi nid«* uji to our iMNh^^ 

* } came to the door and snapiKHl their pist<»ls at him, liut *llie 

J guns failed to go off. They thon startiHl to tako him <nit, bat 

f strengtliened by fright, I comix^lled them to le«i ve. At anoth- 

er time bushwhackers carried my husb;ind away, bnt lie was 
released and came home the next day. 

^'In 185vS Hamilton and his followers murdered some men 

near the Trading Post: Metlark and Driffy from this coonlr, 

' were implicated in the affair. Driffy was caught and lianged 

J at Mound City, Kansas. Metlark escaped into Piatt coantr. 

Kansas, but was caught by Hargrove and a small liaml of 

men. They brought him horn? and hanged him. 

**In May, 1H5H, a band of jayhawkers came across tlie line 
and sent a man to AVest Point to get ]iennission to hnot 
\ for Hamilton. While waiting for a ri*ply jiart of tlie band 

came to our home and robbtnl ns of our money and stock. In 
those days goods were transfered in wagons jiulled by ox 
teams. They were c:s tried from Kansas Cit3' to West Piiint. 
The nearest mill we could get to was thirty milc^ distant. 

"When Lincoln was elected, everybody expected a wan 
and eacii, tlie North and S;iath, boasted of the Siiort WYvk* 
they would make of the opposite side. Before the war cum- 
/ meuct3d every <me wjis jHticeful, had plenty and enjoyed 

themselves, im» «>ne l:u*king the m!ci*ssities of life. Wild gns.» 
grew to such a lieiglit that a man riding a horse could scarrt^ 
ly see cattle ;is they were running free on the prairies. 
There were veo* few settlers and tliey were close to the 
timber where they c<»nld secure material for building ]ior- 
])oses and fire woixl. West Point was a great -trading ]iia«ii\ 
and was frequentinl by Ijands of Indians who did almost all 
their trading there. They were * always peaceful and roc- 
mitted no depredations. 

"The first trouble^ at the breaking oat of the war wen* 
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causiHl bjT maniiidiu^ bauds on tlie border. Tht^si* bands 
would cross the line and carry off everything they th<N^fat 
worth taking. In June, 1^H>], Mr. Egnue. living north-east 
of W^'st Point, was taken from his hous^ by a band of bosh- 
wi)a<*kers aud hanged to a tree. In August, 1HC2, Mr. Fns* 
sell was killcHl by bushwhackers, while he was on his way 
houie from a maramling tour. In December the same year 
GiH>rge Walley aci*identally killed himself. 

'The nearest regular bsittle was fought at Muddy Creek^ 
where tin* Scmtliem army under Price encountered the Un-. 
ion forces under General Lane. The conflict was short and 
but few men were killed. On November 9th, 1H6S, asPrioe^s 
men ]iassed through tliey came upon Mr. Ward as be was 
burning the grass around his farm. A i^uad rode up and 
demanded his liorse: Ik*" n^f used to give it up and they shoi 
him. They next came to where Mr. Vernon was also burn- 
ing the gniss around his field in order to save his home front 
the pniirie fires which were devastating tlie country. His 
wife and two children were in the wagon nearby. The men 
rode up and demanded the horses. Vernon told them be 
would give up his life before lie would let them take his team. 
His revolver was in the wagon, but before he could get it, 
one of the m-^n shot him in the breast. The men left with- ^ 

out taking the horses or molesting the wife and childrm. 
Mrs. Vernon managed to get the dead body of her husband 
into tlie wagon aud had almost reach<»d home when another 
band came up and took the team from the wagm, leavingthe 
poor woman and crying children without aid to bury their 
dead. Vern ja hi d been almost kiUed before by a band of 
bushwhackers wlio were ransacking his home. He protest- 
iHl, aud they struck him over the head with his own rifle, 
knocking him sensi^ess and throwing his body into the yard. 
* 'After the war then» w:ls nothing left but a few liousesseai- 
terod over the country, tin? tires having swept over both for- 
est, prairii* and field alike: iu> horses, cattle, liogs, or other . 
live stock left. Xo full crop had been raided during the war 
and food wa& S4-am\ consi*quently prices were very high. 
A common team would cost three hundred dollars.* In m 
slK>rt time men bi^ran to come home and impro^^e thrir farms, 
st4K*k was hn»ught in and iK*ople Ix^gan to be pros])erous again. 
**Sever:il nn^n were d<x*oyiMl from tlieir homes and killed by 



I 



Digitized by 



Google 



15m ^U> SKTTLKUs' lilSTOUV 

uuknown euomies. One man I i-euiomber in particular: lie 
lived not far from Bulier. Ho Jiad built new f enci*s and mside 
a number of improvements. One eveuiujr as he vras ready 
to sit down to supper he heard a i*ow bell a short distance 
from the hous3. Sappp->iag S3ja» stray cattle were trying 
to g3t through the fence to his cix>j>s, h<» went out toinv<»sti- 
gate. While waiting at the housi^ for his return the family 
became alarmed, and then started out in search of husband and 
father. When they came to the fence they found his lifeless 
body. He had been deceived aind shot by some one in am- 
bush. This is only one of a ^sr^iit many sucli incidents, a 
result of th3 bitt?rn35s c:iu^i*.l by the lou^r struggle be- 
tween tlie Nortli and tlie South. Tlu^se outrsiges tended to 
prevent the re-settlement of the county, and for several years 
the progress was slow. 

**The town of West Point remained the principle tradiig 
paint until after tlie railroad reached Lsi Cygiie, then goods 
were hauled from that i>lai*e: and West Point never recovered 
its importance. In the seventies, when the war was in a 
measure forgotten, tlie country settkHl up rapidly, but there 
were no towns of imix>rtance in tlie western i>art of the county 
until after the railroad was built through in 18S3. The towns 
of West Point and Mulberry wore thoa practically deserted 
and new towns sprang up on the railroad. Old towns, old 
times and old people are almost forgotten in the new and 
busy world. 

**But few of the first settlers n*main. Some were killed 
during war times; others were driven from their homes and 
did not return; many have' moved away, but more have iiass- 
ed away. The cemetery at old Wi^ Point is a mute witness 
to the changes from the old to the new times." 
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S. T. BROADDUS. 

Born in Madison county, Kentucky, Nov. 14, 1843. Re- 
moved to Lincoln county, Kentucky, when three years old. 
Was educated in common schools and a private school of a 
Presbyterian minister. Removed to Monroe county, Mo., in 
1866. Married at Macon City to Miss Kate Burton in 1868. 
Six children have blessed this union. Removed to Rich Hill, 
Bates county. Mo., in March, 1882. Clerked in hardware store of 
J. L. Minor 9 years. Member and Secretary of School Board 
9 years; City Collector 6 years; Township Collector 3 years; 
Secretary Rich Hill Fair Association several years, and was 
elected County Clerk in 1898, as a Democrat. He is deservedly 
popular with the people and his party. As evidence of this he 
lead his ticket by a good strong vote. Mr. Broaddus is a quiet, 
unassuming gentleman, and is making an efficient County Clerk. 
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DC DEER CREEK TOWNSHIP. J 

i 
My father eanic to Bsitos County id IHTiU. . I \ras thou oi«rh- 
teeu years old. In 1h54 I went to Harrisonville and worked 
at Winchester Paine's saw mill. In 1850 1 went to work at 
the mill known as Bill's Mill, on Grand River, four miles J 

south-west of Harrisonville. I worked at this mill until 1H57. i 

I then came back to. this county and hel]>ed set up and run 
a saw mill which was bi'OUfrht here from Jackson county by | 

David Moore and located on Mormon Pork, a boat :seven miles 
north-west of where Adrian now stands. In 1K>h I bejsran 
f arminj;^ in Deer Creek township, but in 1S0() I went back and 
worked at Paine's mill until 1801. * : 

During this ix?riod deer were very i)lent]ful on the prairies, 
as mary as thirty frequently being seen in one drove. 

When the war broke out in '01 I was a Union man. hence • 
I was comix-lled to "hide out," seeking shelter in com fields 
and bimsh patches, and doj)ending on my friends to bring my 
food after night. In Augu.^t, 1^01, the bushwhackers caught 
me at my father-in-law's house. After a few words Bud 
Cliildei^s drew his gun and swore lie would shoot me. I said. 
"Shoot and Ix* d — ! You can kill, but yon can't scare me.** 
Then Dave Majors. Childers' accomplice, interfered and told 
him to lower his gun or he would shoot him: that I had al- 
ways befriended their people and had done nothing against 
them. Childers drew his gun again and said. "If I were sure 
you was an abolitionist I would shoot your d — head off.** ' 

They finally went away and left me. unharmed. Prom that 
time until October I kept "hid out." Then my father-in-law 
and myself decided to try to get our families out of Missouri, 
if ix>s.sible. Tlie state line was cnly sixtiH»n miles distant, 
but every ro;id and cow-path leading to Kan.<as was guarded 
b3' the bushwhackers, and every man that was caught trying 
to g<'t to Kansas was sup)X)sed to be a Union man, and he j 

was robbed or killed, sometimes both. Alx>ut this time the | 

Battle of Lexington occurred and a large army of Union * 
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soldiers passed tliroujirh the east part of Cass county, which 
caused Uie bushnrliackers to lie low. This, "we thought, 
would jf^ive us a chauce to go east, and possibly get out of 
the country. Knowing we were in constant danger where 
we were, we started east. We intended to go north when 
we g:ot to Rose Hill, but it being very dark when we got 
there, and being anxious to get as far away as possible, we 
pushed on and lost our way. The next morning we came 
back to Rose Hill to get on the right ro«ad and were told that 
sixteen heavily armed men had passed through during the 
night and gone the road we had intended to go, but we missed 
it in the darkness. These men some hours afterguards had re- 
turned by the same way they went, and there was much spec- 
ulation as to what they were after. We- thought we knew 
what it meant and, in all probability, if we had not taken the 
wrong road they would have caught us near the Blackwater 
bridge, where we had intended to camp that night. We con- 
tinued our journey to Illinois, where we remained until the 
spring of 1836. I then returned to my farm in Bates County 
and found that my fence and other improvements had been 
burned. The first year I had to go to Kansas and work out, 
in order to get money to buy provisions. We went to Tid- 
ing Post, Kansas, for our fiour and meal. In the winter of 
1666 I went to Pleas;int Hill and i^aid eighteen dollars for a 
barrel of pork. 

As soon as possible I built a house and re-fence<l my farm, 
and enjoyed the blessings of ]>eace and a reasonable degree 
of prosperily. 
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R. E. PRITCHARD, 

one of the editors of the Rich Hill Tribune, was born in Cal- 
houn county, Iowa, May 31, 1877, and with his parents re- 
moved to Missouri in 1879, and^in the spring of 1881 came to 
Rich Hill where they still reside. He was educated in the 
public schools of that place and after finishing the high school 
served his apprenticeship as a printer, but on account of ill 
health was forced to leave the case. In 1897 he attended the 
Rich Hill Business College and graduated with honors in the 
class of '98. He then returned to the case but decided to teach 
school during the winter and taught a very successful term. 

In March, 1899, he purchased an half interest in the Rich 
Hill Tribune and continues as its junior editor. He is an in- 
telligent, upright and industrious young man, a staunch Re- ' 
publican and true to his party's principles. 
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EARLY SETTLEMENTS IN BATES COUNTY. 
n'riitefi by Ji^nt JUMtwan, of^dilH^n. 

My father, R H. Bowman, came to Bates County about 
the year 184ft. I was bom in Monnd township in 18&I, on 
the farm now known as the DiUon place, near Rocky Ford 
on Bones Fork. When I can first remember, there were less i 

than one half dozen houses in tlie settlement. It was several I 

miles to the next settlement on the Miami; there were no 
other houses nearer than a small settlement at Crescent ffilL 
Tlie next nearest settlement was near where Altonm now is. 

The first I rememb?r. our milling was done at Cook's miUv 
on Grand River, in Henry county near Clinton. Asfar baA * 

as 18G0 a man by the name of Medley was running a saw and j 

grist mill on Bones Fork, about four miles north^^west of 
Butler. The mill was burnt during the war, by some of 
Lane's m<m. At the same time the same party shot and kill* 
od old Johnnie Bamett. Some time in the fall of 1862, Gap- 
tain Bell and his Company came to our house and said to nqr 
father; "Why didn't you run^*' Father replied; ''Because if . 
I am to be shot I want to see the man who sbools me.^ 
The}^ asked for arms, amunition and horses. My father said; 
''If you want to know anything about me, there is Mr. Cook 
who has known me since I was a boy." Bell turned to Dave 
Cook and said; "If you know this man, what do you know | 

about him?" Cook straightened up in his saddle and said; j 

"I have known him ever since I was a boy and he has always ' 

been a straightforward and jx^iceful citizen until this rebell- | 

ion." My father said; "Well, what have I done »ncer** j. 

Cook answered; "I understand you have been in the Bebd | 

army." Bell asked him if he had been, and what he was do- [ 

ing. Father replied; "I was wagon boss." Bell asked who ; 

he was with. "General Price." father replied. Then Bell . 

said: "A man who could stand before such a crowd as this f 

and tell the truth as you have done, is too brave a man to | 

die; we knew all about where you had been and what yon ! 

had been doing, and came here to kill you." Then turning . | 



Digitized by 



Google 



154 «»f.I» SKTTI.Kirs' IIISTOUV 

.to his men ho said: ^'Tliis inau shall not be hurt nor any of 
his property molested/' But next morning some of his men 
came back and took our horses, nine head in all. They went 
from our house up the crec^k about a half mile, to the house 
of a man by the name of Tannahill. Tliey took him out in 
the road and killed him. 

Some time in the si>ring of ls(>2, :« Ixind of men, supjMisod 
to be Lane's, came to Ham Kazes house, on tlie farm known 
as the Isaac Conkling farm. Tliey surrounded tlie house 
and demanded the surrender of Lock and Woorly. They re- 
fused to come out, and the bund .set fire to the house. Lock 
fired bath barrels of his gun out at the door, then droi>p3d 
his gun and ran to the roar wlndaw and fired several shots 
with his revolver, tlien went to the front door again and ran 
out through the men. jumped off a blulT and escaped from 
them in the darkness. He ran to our house, drc^ssed only in 
his shirt and drawers. My father lot him have a suit of 
clothes. .They to.>k Woody prisoner, and next day took him 
out on the prairie and killed him. 

In the s]>ring of l^iil, a party of bushwhackers caught 
Loft Cook on the mounds near oM Parkerville. They took 
his saddle and bridle, and stripjXHl him to his shirt and 
drawers and left him a roj>e to ride his horse with and told 
him to ride for his life. He obeyinl them and came to our 
house, a distance of four mila^ He was nearly frozen when 
he got there. 'My father g;ive him clothes to wear to Butler. 

When I was a boy, we always dressed our hogs and loaded 
them in the old-fashioned Sant^i Fe wagons, hitched on three 
or four yoke of oxen and hauUxl tlK'm to Osc*cola, on the 
Osage. At that time boats came up as far as that place. 
We would sell our ix>rk and bring back flour and other gro- 
ceries. 

As soon as Bell took our horses -we began to load our 
household effects in two ox wagons, and stjirted to Henry 
county, and then went to Morgjm county and staiyed one 
year. In the fall of 18G5 we came ba.ck to our home on 
Bones Pork. At tliat time there wore only two buildings in 
Butler, and they were stables. In the sj>ring of 18CG, Ben 
White opened a store in one of them and lived in the other 
one. In 1866 we went to Pleasant Hill, Cass county and we 
paid ?^10.03 per hundred for flour. We then had flour bread 
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only on Sunday, and later, when llour cauie down . to s5.(il 

per hundred, we could have it for breakfsist every morning. 

lJt*fore the war we did much of our tradins; at West Prtnt. 



WHEN THE COUNTY WAS YOUXG. 

For Thr Olfi Seffiirrff' liijsffMi'tfpift/J.A. LttM€.'it' 

As I aui considered one of the old settlers of Bates County 
I have been recjuest*^ to write a sliort sketch of **Tlie good 
Old days'' when this country was younir, — aind so was L 

I was bom in Tennessee. In tiie spring of 1^44> my father 
concludetl to go west and jrrow up with the country — but 
that was before Greeley used those famous words of advice. 
So we boarded an old land schooner aiKl started for what 
was then considered the land of the setting sun. We crossed 
the Cumtx'rland mountains and journeyed westward over bad 
roads, fording the unbndged streams, and finally reached 
the banks of the great river that was wending its undisturb- 
<h1 way along the cast side of ijse little toxm of St. Louis. 
We drove on the ferry Uwit and were row'ed across to the t 

Missouri side. The o:ily thing I can remember about the j 

town was seeing an old darkey who was scraping the sugar . I 

from the liottom of a barrel. Oh! how I did long for a lump 
of that sugar — but I did not get it. The journey from there j 

to the south-west occupies a blank Fj^ace in my memory — ibe j 

sugsir barrel incident having completely overshadowed it. i 

^Vhen next memory comes to my aid we were lixing in a cab- j 

in which was situated on the banks of the beautiful White 
River, in Taney county. Mo. In the fall of 1K41 we again 
*-pulled up stakes" and cros.sed the Ozarks, going through 
the old town of Springfield, Green county, and then across 
t!ie beautiful prairies, and some hills, until we crossed the 
0.sage River, into what is now Bates County, near the Osage, 
or Harmony, Mission. We then followed the old Mis.souri 
trail to the Grand River. We secured a room in a log house 
which lK*long*Hl to Allen Ingle. This countiy at tliat time j 

was in Van Buren county. 
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Daring the winter of ]H41-:2 my father bought a few im- 
provements whieh had been made on land sitnated in what is 
now Deer Creek township, (The land not being in tlie market 
yet no title to it could be secured.) where he lived on Uncle 
Sam*s land nntil 1^^^ when he sold out his claim to K D. 
Snllens, and then pre-empted a half section of land in the 
same township. Here he made his home until the breaking 
out of the great dvil war. 

Could the present generation see this country as it was in 
those early days it would be the most beautiful sight thdr 
eyes ever beheld. They would look across a beautiful flower 
garden, stretching as far as the eye could reach; could travel 
for miles in any direction and it would be Uie same, with 
here and there a little farm along the edge of the timber of 
some stream. The first settlers never got away from the ^ 
timber, and if a i^erson had told them those vast plains, (they 
were sometimes caUed), would ever be covered with houses, 
farms and cities, and the beautiful natural flower gardens be 
blotted out of enstence, they would have considered him to 
be cra^ and wanted to have him restrained for fear he would 
do some one harm. Now imagine tliese vast gardens filled 
with song birds of every description, all sounding praises to 
the Great Creator — ^iicavenly music indeed! — on the different 
little organs which God had given them for tliat purpo3e and 
taught them to use. They never missed a note or made a 
dis^ordant sound! Compare that music with what we now 
hear ground out of some uistrument of man's device. Oli! 
carry me back to that garden, filled with flowers and birds, 
once more. But* alas! those days are gone, never to conH% 
again. Those were the days when the country was youu^! 
I, also, was young; we have grown old together! 

The greatest danger to the early settlements, and the one 
thing most dreaded^ was fire. When those vast stretches 
of grass began to dry the people began to devise means for 
the protection of 'their homes. Every piece of cultivated 
ground had a rail fence around it, such a thing as wire feoca 
being unkiK>wn. If a man had but one hog he would tara it 
out and fence against it. In a short time these rails breams 
very dry and the old dry grass would accumulate . in the 
fence corners and if fire once caught, it was there to stay as 
long as any rails and grass were left to stay with it. Th3 
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bi*st prot«K-tion and Iho one usually Hdoptodf was to plow 
two or three furrows on each side of a strip of land, about 
thirty feet wide, entirely around their farms; then just as 
soon as )X)ssible they would burn the grass off the strip. 
Tliey were verj' i-arof ul not to let the fire ^et out on the prai- 
rie for fear their neighbor would not have his farm similarly 
protected. Once in a frroat while a farmer would let the fire 
get the start of him, on a«*ount of a little carelc^ssness or a 
hard puff of wind, and then it took a good horse to outrun it 
if the wind was blowing like it frequently does in the fall of 
the year. Xo road that was then in the <t)untry offered any 
resi.stan<*e. and it would cross small streams and not make a 
halt. Of all the s<*nimbling of deer, rabbits birds and other 
wild animals to get out of the track of the devouring flames! 
Neighlx)i*s were few and far betwetm in those old days, but 
they wei*e usually true and faithful. If a man or some mem- 
ber of his family got .sick the neighbors would go miles to 
aid them. If anyone had a c^ bin to raise, all they had to do 
was to \?X the neighlxirs Iniow and they would always get 
there to help them. If one had a large house or barn to raise 
they would usually invite the whole neighborhood, and tiie 
liidies would make out* or two quilts while the men were 
rai.sing the building. Verj' rften the young people — and 
some of the older ones — Would have a dance at night. On 
those occasions the ladies wore their best dresses, the ma- 
t4»rial of which they had. generally, manufactured them- 
selves. I have seen as pretty and good young ladies as ev- 
er walkiKl the earth, who heli>ed raise the cotton, pick, card 
and .spin it and weave all their wearing appareL That 
made of wool was clipped from the sheep and converted into 
linsey and jean.s and nearly every family kept a few sheep 
for their own use. Thej' also usually raised a little patch of 
hemp or flax for the lint, and would first run it through 
what they called **the brake. ^ That would mash the woody 
I>art off the stalks. Then they would take it to the **shuck- 
ing board,**" which wais set in the g)*ound and stood about 
thre^ feet high. They would hold it over that board and 
strike downwards witli a wooden knife until they got all the 
woody substaince out.. It was then ready for the ••hackel,'* 
and when it went through that it was ready for the spinning . 
wheel. Tlie long, straight lint was used for the warp, and 
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the tow for filling. If wc had tliat kiml of clothing for boys 
now you would often tiud theui hanging on some bsirbed-wire 
fence; if the wire did not break and let them loose, some- 
times you might be so late in finding them that their 
clothes would have to go to their younger brothers. The 
writer has seen many a boy, from three to eight ye^irs of age, 
wear a suit of clothes made of that kind of cloth, all in one 
piece w^ith only one button on it, and that under his chin. 

The first school house in the north jwrt of the county I 
have any knowledge of, was built in a grove about a mile 
north-west of the old to^vn of Crescent Hill, about fifty-seven 
years ago. It was built by donation of work. There was 
not a dollar in money ]):iid out on it; everything was manu- 
faictured in the timix?r near the building site. The floor was 
of split logs, the seats were made of logs split ojx^n and tlio 
flat side dressed with the six and holes bored in the ends and 
legs stuck in. The legs and tlie seats were all nicely turned, 
that is they wer3 turned the other sid? up aft3r thu leqr> hai 
bsen driven in the auger holes. Th(*a th^y w^r:* rei Jy for 
the polishing: this was done by tli? schohu-s during school 
hours and it was a slow process. TJie scribe did his i>5irt of 
polishing during the summer season for a number of years, 
but did not get all the splinters oX Our writing desks were 
made the ssime way, only the pins were put in the wall, just 
below the window — one log out of the side of t!ie !iouse-^ad 
a broad slab split out and laid^on tliese pins. 

If we had to close the window, which was frequently the 
case in the spring-time, all we had to do was to turn the 
slab on edge and it formed a shutter. The house wjs cover- 
ed with Ixxirds split from large bur oak trees, laid on iK>les 
and held in place by other poles on top of them. The house 
was not complete until there was a large fire-place and chim- 
ney in one end, built of sticks and plastered over with mud. 
The spaces between the logs in the walls were also treated 
with mud. When the mud was dry tlie house was feady for 
use. 

Schools in those days were different from what they are- 
now. The teacher was emjJoyed by the month, and had to 
teach from the first of one month until the first day of the 
next — putting in every day except Saturdays and Sund*jys — 
and th^y would commence sc!iool as soon as there were 
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oiiou^h ]Hipili» pnv^^^nt t4> form a class and hokl until very 

late iu the eveuiujr. The teacher generally boarded around 

^*ith the patrons of the school. Inhere was uo escape; erery | 

one had to keep him one week nnti^he got aronnd, then he j 

would start in a^in. { 

The scliool the writer attended for a number of years was 
what was cailKHl **ojien school;** that is, the pujnls all studied 
out loud. Just imagine thirty or forty boys and j^rls tryini? 
to see wlio could re;id or s])ell tlie loudest; and the teacher 
hearln;jr a class recite at the ssime time. But it seems that 1 

4»ver>nhiu|? has to undi^rir^ a change, and when the old fash- • I 

loned sc*hool was done awny wrth and we were ushered into 
a •*silent scIiooP and kept there all day it seemed to us that i 

we were in a **dead** schooL as well as a silent one. But we 
lived over it, as we have lived over a ^rreat many changes 
that have come tD {la^^ sinc^ we walked two miles to school 
throuirh ^rrass waist hi^h and no road except where a log had 
iK'on dra«r^eJ bfick and forth until the weeds and grass were 
beaten down sufficiently to form a respectable path. But 
still the ;;;niss was wet with dew in the morning and full of 
snakes, and the children were all bare-footed; but they were 
on the alert and comparatively few suffered from snake bite. 
The bite <»f a lar^ number of these reptiles was harmless, 
but the nittler, copperhead and vijx^r were dreaded. j 

The country was just as full of ^ame of all kinds as it was | 

of snake.^. Deer could be seen irallopiug over the prairie 
any day, in ;rangs of from two or three to ten or a doien. 
Turkeys! the timber was full of them. You could hear them ' 

gobble in the spring of the ^^eair, and caill to each other from ' > 

all sides. It was no trouble for a hunter to get all the deer 
and turkey he wanted. 

Kansas was then inhabited by the indians, and they would 
<'ome over into the border counties every fall and wmter to 
hunt. Tlie .squaws would make baskets and trade them for i 

)>n>visious. Tiie ni«^n would hunt until they gotall the meat 
they could t-arry Iwck with them. They generally brought I 

a lot of ]K>nies to psick their meat and camp fixtures on. I 
have S4*en one old l>uck indian carry two deer as far as two ] 

miles to tlie campu | } 

Tile iudians along the border were a very quiet, inoffensive ! 

p<My|)le; ,s«»ldom touched anytliing without pcfinission, and if 
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any one toW them t^^et out they would **<jrcl tip and git:^ 
but the settlers seldom inteKercd with them. Agreat many 
of the Indians could converse in our language^ but if a half 
dozen came to the house you could only get one of them to 
talk. I have known them to stop and eat dinner at my fath- 
er's hoQse and leave a little child tied on a pony^s back out 
in the road, and another jmpoose tied to a board, and the 
board set up against the side t>f tiie house. No attention 
would be paid to them and tliey did not once make a sound. 
But poor Lol he has gone, as have the birds and the flowers, 
the deer and the turkeys! And the prairie chickens, I for- 
got to mention them: and tlie quails! Thoy were nearly a:; 
tliick then as the chinch bugs are now. Tlie chickens could 
be caught in traps in the winter season, hundreds of them; 
but the quails were hai-d to trap. They could be driven in- 
to nets however, and tliousands wore c.iuglit in that man- 
ner. A great many wolves, also, were c^iught in traps, or 
wolf pens, as they were sometimes culled. • Many different 
kinds of fur-bearing animals were caught in trai>s, or dead- 
falls, and their hides ixissed as rcaxlily as c^ish at the stores. 
The next subject that presents itself to my mind is our old 
time preachers and churches. The first church building was 
fashioned after the school hou^, only larger, but for many 
years meetings were held at houso? or in the shelter of the 
forest trees, **God's first Temples. " The Baptists, Method- 
ists and Cumberland Presbyterians were the only denomi- 
nations represented here then — if my memory serves me 
rightly. Our preachers in those days were old fashioned 
followers of that meek and lowly Nazarine, like Paul and 
Peter, and that disciple Jesus loved. They were all right 
in those days, but tliey would not answer the purpose in this 
enlightened day and age of the world. They were just plain 
Grod made preachers — ^they had not been to William Jewel to 
prepare for their labor, but had to dejK^nd on the Lord for 
the message they were to deliver to the peoijle. Tliey labor- 
ed on the farm during the week and 2>reached on the Sabbath; 
and about once each year, when they got their work in good 
shai>e, they put in two or three weeks preaching, and the 
people would come from miles around, to tlie house Si»lectcd 
for the services. And then we would have one of those old- 
fashioned rexnvals which we now hear about but never s«>c. 
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But those brave old volQuteerSf who were preaching for tlie 
good of the people and laboring for love of the Master — tbe^ 
are gone with the birds and flowers! If a chureh had pot 
tlie question to one of tliem as to what salary he would ez« 
peet, he would have been insulted. They looked to the Mas- 
ter, who called them to preach, for their pay;and Be never 
failed them if they performed their work according to the 
]>attom He had given tbem. 



THE NOTTINGHAM MURDER. 

I can not close this sketch without giving an account of 
the first revolting crime committed in the county, and the 
only one for which the perpetrator has paid the life i^enalty 
by legal execution. The spot where this crime was conunit- 
ted is not now iu the county limits, but is near the east line 
of Vernon county, some twelve miles from the Osage River, 
which now forms the boundry line between the counties. 
This territory was at that time, however, in Bates County, 
and Papins^ille, on the river, was the county seat. It ap- 
]>ears that the records of this case are lost, but from my own 
recollections, aided by those of a few other persons who were 
living iu the county at that time, I submit the following: — 
It was about the first day of April, 1854, late in the evening, 
that Wm. H. Nottingham killed his wife, Sarah. He after- 
wards gave the details of the crime about as follows: *^ 
had just returned home and my wife went to milk the cows. 
I went out to help her as I usually did, when at home, and 
wiien I came near enough she squirted milk on my clothes. 
I caught some of the milk in my hand and tried to rub it on 
her face, and she called for help. I did not know until then 
that she was angry. She then got up and said she would go 
to her father's. I told her she should not go. But she 
started and I followed; about one-half mile from the house I 
got fn front of her and hit her in the face with a rock and 
knocked her down. She tlien said she would go back to our- 
homo, and I would have gladly picked her up, carried her 
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back aad d5ctorc*d liv»r wounds, but was afraid sli? w.>alJ tell 
her ixvple and kaew that thoy would kill me. So I took the 
rock aud beat her to doath. I Ibcu i>ickod hor up and car- 
ried ber some distance from the road, aud hid her there, until 
the nest ni«rht; then I went back to thoroughly conceal tlic 
body. I found, to my surpriis that I could not lilt her al- 
thout^h I had carried lien easily, the night bofore; so I bad to 
cut her in two pieces. I then c^irried the body to a more se- 
cluded place, dug a hole in the ground and buried it. Then 
I c^ver^»d tla* sjxjt over witli dry leaves in order to hide all 
trace of the grave. I tlien went home aud i>laced in circula- 
tion the report that my wife had left ine, and I tlion^ht slie 
had gone to her father's home." 

After a few days Mrs. Nottingham was missed aiKt- the 
neighbors begsin to susi>ect that all was not right. A revi- 
val meeting was in progress nearby, aud Wm. Xottiaghaai 
took a very prominent i>jrt in it. At length one of the neigh- 
. bors concluded, for his own satisfaction, to investigate the 
matter, and went to 2Jrs. Nottingham's father and made in- 
quiry concemiug her. When it was found that she was not 
there, steps were taken to ascertain what had become of her. 
Her father swore out a warrant for Nottingham, and he was 
taken into custody. Then a searching i^arty, comjxised of 
neighbors of the family, was organized and began to scour 
the woods in search of the body — 51s all now believed that a 
murder had been committed. Tiiis was on April, IMh, and 
on the 16th insL her father, b^' some unseen hand, was led 
to tlie spot where the body of liis child lay concealed. Al- 
though the searchers could tind no evidence of any i-eceut 
changes there, the father insisted in Iiis belief that the grave 
must be near that sjxot. Finally one of the party, by prob- 
ing the ground wlt!i a stick, discovered the spot where the 
soil had been disturbed. The leaves were naked away and 
the father, himself, uncovered the mutilatiHl remains of his 
daughter. 

Then c:ime the tedious waiting and the excitement attend- 
ing the trial. A carefully selected jury, comjioscHl of some 
of the best citizens of the county', after hearing all the evi- 
dence in the case, pi-onounced him guilty of murder in the 
first dc^rrec, and tlie judge passed the death sentence^ which 
was duly carrieil out in the old town of Papinsville, on the 
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north bsmk of the Osajre Rivei*. Of those uow liviug: who 
took i)iirt m this trhH arc; Edmund Bartlett, wIm> was a mem* 
ber of the «jTaiid jury which found a bill a^inst Wm. H. 
Nottingham for murder id the first degree; J. S. McCraw; 
a member of die jury which found accused guilty, as charg- 
ed in the indictment; J. B. Newberry, who made the hand* 
cuffs wliich were placed on the wrists of the prisoner. Mrs. 
L. J. L:imon, wlio is still living, was a neighbor of, and friend 
to Sarah Nottingliam, the woman who was so brutally mur- 
dered. 

While not claiming that the deed was done while he was 
under the influence of liquor, Dr. Nottingham attributed the 
depraved mom! condition, .which made such conduct posa- 
ble, to the effects of sti'ong drink, and from the gallows 
warned young women ;!gainst linking their lives wiA any- 
one who partook of the pi-oduct of the stilL 



CONCLUSION. — In conclusion I will say that there are 
only a few of the old pioneers, who were here when this 
country was young, left among us. There is only one in this 
township wIk> was hei*e when I came, J. S. McCraw, whose 
father was living here when we came. We old fellows 
to be different from the balance of the community; we 
to be drawn together and have more love for each other than | 

is found in the younger generation. But we are pas^ng { 

away, one by one. and soon our children and the young peo- 
ple gro^ving up around us will be called **Tlie01d Settlers of 
Bates County." 
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EARLY HISTOEY AND INTERESTING DCCIDENTa 

Short SUiehes by Many of llie Oldest Llrui£ SelVcrn^ Vonr 
tribivted to Hie Old Settlef^" Hijfiury. . 

John H. Thomas: The founders of HariuoDy Mission 
came from New York, iu 1821, as missionaries to tlie Indians. 
There are none of them now living. The Mission was aban- 
doned in 1837, when the indiaus were moved WesL The 
Government paid ^000 for the property and the money 
went to the society wliich had sent out the Missionaries. The 
first postoffice established in the county was at the Mission, 
but was called BatesviUe. It wsis afterwards moved to Pap- 
insviUe. Harmony Mission was also the first county seat, 
so established in 1841, but moved to Papinsville in 1848. 
The first court house was at Papinsville, completed in 1855. 
TThen tlie county seat was removed, in 1857, tlie court house 
was sold to Philip Zeal. It wais burned iu 18G2. The first 
bridge across the river was built at Papinsville in 1853 or 4, 
and was burned in 1861 by General Price's men. A commis- 
sion appointed by the General Assembly located the county 
seat at Butler, in 1856, and a court house was built Uiere in 
1857. This was burned during the war, and a frame house 
was built in 1866. This was in turn replaced by the i>resent 
court house in 1870. The first voting precinct in the county 
was at HarmoYiy Mission, and the first election held there 
was in 1841. The first grist mill I remember was the Char- 
rett mill, 1833. He also run a saw mill and was succeeded 
by John Parks. William and Aaron Tl«omas had a grist 
mill in 1848; the first mill in the county run by a tread wheeL 
They worked oxen on the wheel. George Thomas had a 
carding machine, run by the same kind of power, and work- 
ed horses on it. It was erected in 1848. He also bought a 
threshing machine at West Point in 1859, which was the on- 
ly one I knew of before the war. Coal was dug out of the 
ground in several places as far back as I can remember, for 
use mostly in blacksmithing, but was not mined to any ex- 
tent before the war. 
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GEO. TEMPLETON, 



a descendant of an early family of Virginia,of Scotch descent on the side of 
Michael Templeton, his father, and of an old Pennsylvania family of 
German descent on the side of Lovina Templeton, his mother, was born in 
Champion, Trumbull County, Ohio, oi. the 26th day of May, 1850, lived 
and worked on a farm and in a mill in his native county until he reached 
the age of about twenty-two years, up to which time his opportunities for 
an education had been limited to a few months attendance at district 
school. At this age, and at his own expense, he began the task of 
educating himself, and the following nine years of his time was spent 
alternately in attending Hiram College and Medina Normal School, in 
teaching^ and working on the farm, spending part of the time 1878 to 1881 
in reading law in the office ot Senator L. C. Jones, at Warren, Ohio, 
and in the office of the Hon. T. VV. Whiteman at Carrollton, Mo., 
at which last named place he was admitted to the bar in January of the 
year last named, and in the same month located at Rich Hill where he has 
ever since resided and practiced his profession. He was married on 
December 15, 1881, to Emma J. Streator, a resident of his native neghbor- 
hood in Ohio and a member of one of the well known families in the 
northern part of said stale; from this union two sons were born, George S. 
and Frank H. 

Judge Templeton, as he is familiarly snown, is a republican, conserva- 
tive but strong in the faith of his party. He was nominated in 1881 for 
prosecuting attortiey and in 1898 for state representative and in both 
campaigns developed a strength beyond that of his party vote. Aft a lawyer 
he has enjoyed a lucrative practice, is regarded strictly upright and noted 
for his fidelity to his clients. The judge's early farm attachments still 
cling to him as is evidenced by his ample and commodious home surround- 
ings, he being noted for his love for fine stock, of which he is regarded an 
excellent judge. 
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Uns. A. C. Baukows, Pnpinsvillo: As I have livod lier^ 
fdnce 1841, I am able to ^ve some events of early history 
from memory. What little I try to i^re prim* to that date, 
is what I have beard from older settlers. Before tlie whites 
settled here, this section was set apart by the Government 
as a reservation for the Osage Indians. They were an ex- 
ceptionally docile and quiet tribe, and the Go\*emment Agent 
reported thai they wanted the Missionaries to come and 
tead) and civilize them. They had been familiar witli white 
men, as traders often came among them to boy their fars 
etc Missionaries came from the East and built hoo.ses 
and a school and church house. They came in 18j!l, but 
they were not settlers in the true sense, as tliey did not 
come to make homes for themselves. They all went away 
when the Mission was disbsinded in 1^37. But by tliat time 
a number of persons had settled along bath sides of tlie riv- 
er. In 1847, a man namcnl Papin gave the c<»unty forty acres 
<yf the land he had entered, situat^^ on the north bank of the 
Osage, for a location for a county seat, so the town was call- 
ed PaiMnsvtlle. It is, therefore, the oldest town in Bates 
County. The first court house was buiit <yf logs, in 1H45; 
but a brick court house was built in 1853. Also a bridge was 
built across the river about the same time. The bridge was 
burned in 1861 by Missouri troops, and the court house by 
Kansas soldiers, December 13, l^^lil. In 18:^ the «iunty 
seat was located whore Butler now is, <m land entered by a 
Mr. Morgan, and a court house built soon afterwards. On 
aceount of the bittem*>ss existing betwt*en the ]>eople of tliis 
se(*tion and the Kansas ]>eo|)]e, and to stop the raiding bush- 
whackers. General Ewing ordered all inhabitants to leave 
the county on September 9, 1863, and we did not see our 
houses again until after the* war closed in 1865. 



Washington Pakk. Virginia: I i-:ime to Usites County in 
the spring of 1858. There were, at that.time, twelve or fif- 
teen houses in Butler, but it improved fast untU the com- 
mem-ement of the war. Tliere was a grist mill about three 
mile» east of Butler; also one at West Point; and a saw mill 
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near BuUer; all run by horse power. When war coiuo^eiiced 
there was a battalion of about five hundi*od southern s^-mpa- 
thijers formed, and those who would not aid tliem had to 
leave the county, or be subject to innumerable i^ersecutions, 
and in danger of their lives. A regiment of Home Guards 
was organized to protect the i)eopie. The soutlierp men 
then eitlier entered the regular senice or joined the busli- 
whacking bands, and kept the country terrorized. For this 
reason General Ewing ordered all to leave the county. From 
then until the close of the war the county was deserted. 



Jason S. Woodfin: Yes, I ;nioss I am an old settler! 
I have lived in this county longer than any other man. I re- 
member a great many things about the settlement of the 
country — some is too good to tell, and some too bad. When 
I settled here this country was full of vrild turkey, deer, buf- 
falo, elk and wild Indians. If you want to know anything 
back of that you must hunt up some old Osage squaw. Indian 
Agent, William Waldo, came here in 1816; then the Mission- 
aries came up from St. Louis on a flatboat, loaded with gro- 
ceries, dry goods, beads, etc., and, if the truth were known, 
I expect a little w*hisky, or sod-corn juice, which was brought 
along for the purpose of civilizing the Indians. They say 
that those Indians were a pretty decant sort of people before 
the whites came and sold them whisky. But after they gat 
to living on government rations and drinking whisky they got 
too mean and lazy to live. The Missionary preacher was 
Dr. Jones. The Missionaries stayed here until the Indians 
went farther west. Then they left and all the buildings rot- 
ted down. There is no sign of the settlement or Missionaries 
left; no, not one! A town was then started on the river, 
where a Frenchman had a cabin and tnided with the Indians, 
and white men also. This was named Papinsville and was 
the first town in the county. Along about 1850 to 55 it wa? 
quite a large town. Then Butler was started and the county 
seat moved there. Papinsville did not quite follow the old 
Mission, but there is not much of it left. Butler was a good 
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DR. J. T HULL. 

The subject of this sketch v^as born in Johnson county^ 
Mo., April 23, 1868, near Knob Noster. He was^educaled at 
the Warrensburg Normal, and graduated from^the Dental Col- 
lege of the Central University, at Lousisville, Kentucky, in the 
cfass of '90. Began the practice of his profession at Knob 
Noster in 1890, and came to Butler in 1893, established an 
office and has enjoyed a lucrative practice ever since. He is 
recognized as one of the leading dentists of the state; and is a 
cultured and progressive citizen. 
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sized towQ when the war broke oat^ and there were several 
tivHisaud people in the county. When they commenoed 
fighting, a grvat many left Then the Army men ordered 
them all oat. There was one man who wooldn*t go and tb^ 
shot him. After the war there wern only a few honses lefl 
in the county; there were three in Walnut township. Tlie 
first mill near here was on Jerry Jackson"^ farm, in 18I7. 
Before the war our threshing was all done by "Armstrong^ 
machines — main-force and awkwardness^ like the negro 
got the Len off the roost! The first steam engine got here in 
IS^s. Coal was first mined in the county by Daniel Woodfin 
and his bn^her. John, for blacksmithing purposes, in the 
vear lr^\ 



Note: The name of Jason S. Woodfin appears €m the roll 
of -Our Honored Dead*' for the year 1h:U.— Publisher. 



J. J. OiiLXH: When I came to this county most things 
were quite dilTerent from what they now are. Wm. Hughes 
kept a little store in Crescent Hill, where we could get meat, 
molasses, etc We had to go to Pleasant Hill for flour, and 
got a poor quality of flour. There was not « fence between 
Crescent Hill and Butler. I h^ped to make the first fence 
between theie two places, on J. S. McCraw*s farm. I went 
over into Eansas to get seed com, and paid one foliar per 
bushel for it. We dropped our com by hand and covered it 
with hoes. J. S. McCraw and myself went to Butler to get 
some dry goods. There were only three or four old huts in 
Butler then. We drove over the open prairie all the way. 
We went into Henry county to buy some chickens: paid forty 
cents eacK, and could only get one-half a dozen. Bacon cost 
twenty-two cents per pound; unbleached muslin, thirty-seven 
cents per yard: a pair of cow-skin boots, seven dollars. My 
wife has a (|uilt made of calico which cost tliirty cents per 
TsnL 
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Clark Wix: While I have hved in Bates County all my 
life, I was too young to reni3aib8r much about the country 
as it was before the war. I can, however, remember seeing 
wild turkeys, deer and wolves in great numbers, running over 
what is now a thickl^*^ 5;ettled country. I can remember gcnng 
with my f atlior to mill, when the Tliomas brothers run a wind 
mill in Lone Oak townsliip. I can also remember going to 
a little horse mill four miles east of Butler, run by Jesse and 
Isaac Fowler. I rode a horse, without saddle of any kind, 
and carried a sack of com. There were too many ahead of 
me and I had to stay over night to get my grist. There was 
then only one house between our home and the milL My 
father, J. S. Kidge and Jesse and Ivan Deweere built the 
first school house, at their own expense, there in the commu- 
nity. It was located near our home. Father and Ivan De- 
weere bought, at Boonville, Mo., the first mowing machine 
ever brought into the neighborhood. It was an old John P. 
Mannie, one wheel. It took four good horses to pull it, and 
people came from as far as ten miles away to see it cut prai- 
rie grass. I have seen my father st;ind in the door-way of 
our home and shoot wild turkeys, which had foUowed our 
tame flock into the yard. 
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Henry Speer, whose cat heads this mrticle, wms bom io 
Shelby county, Ohio, Sept. 5, 1841; wms raised on a farm, 
worked in the fields in summers and attended the country school 
from three to six months in the m-inter. His father d^ing when 
he was thirteen years of age he was thrown upon his own re* 
sources, and was to a great extent his own master at a very 
early period in his career. 

He saw active service in the Union army during the war. 
First enlisted in Co. F. Benton Cadets, or Freemont*s Infantry 
Guard, and was with Freemont in his Missouri campaign in 1861. 
After Freemont was relieved of the command in Missouri this 
regiment, which was irregular, was ordered to St. Lx>uis» and on 
January 8th, 1862, was mustered out of the service. He re* 
turned to his home in Ohio and remained till July, 1862,. when 
he enlisted in Co. B. 50th Ohio Infantry, with which he re- 
mained to the close of the war, and has a record as a soldier of 
which he is justly proud. He came to Bates county in 1866 
and has been a citizen of the county ever since. He has been 
closely identified with the fruit interests of the county and is at 
present engaged in the Nurser}* busine:»s at this place. 

Since the above was written Mr. Speer has been called to 
his reward be>*ond the dark river. 
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SINCE THE WAR. 

I am at a loss to kuow how to begin to redeem my prom* 
ises made you, that I would write something in regard to the 
settlement and development of this conuty since the war, 
particularly its fruit interests. When I first landed in Bates 
Ck>anty in June, 1856, it was very thinly settled. Pleasant 
Gap was then among the largest, if not the largest town in 
the county. Butler had a few little offices and a store or 
two, and a few shacks of residences. The prairies were all 
lying out wild. An occasional chimney showing where the 
nivages of war had destroyed a once happy home — ^but all 
these were near the timber. No settler had as yet gone very 
far out on the prairie. At that time the land a few miles 
from timber was considered unfit for farming and only suit- 
able for grazing as timber for rails and wood was consid- 
ered indisi)eiisable. I made a short visit with friends in this 
county and then turned my face to the north and looked ov- 
er a considerable portion of North Missouri and Eastern 
Kansasv But I concluded Bates County was the place tor 
me and I returned. I made this trip mostly on foot and 
alone, a smail i)ortion by wagons and cars and wound up on 
a cayuse. So I had a good chance to see the conntry. 

Leavenworth was then the largest city in the West, with * 
St. Joe a good second and Kansas City just beginning to get 
after them. The changes you all know. While in Kansas 
I struck the grasshoppers, or rather they struck me. I pass- 
ed through them in countless millions and left them Just at 
the stat« line as I turned east. I got to Butler just at dark 
and put up at the Hotel Walley, just opened. The house is 
still standing just north of Powers' mill. There I had the 
privilege of sleeping on the floor. The next day I went to 
Pleasant Gap whercl had friends. In relating my exper- 
ience there I told about the [^grasshoppers in Kansas^ and 
while none of them came square out and called me a liar, 
they looked as if they thought I was the d~mdest liar in 



Digitized by 



Google 



1?0 OLD snTLEIW* HISTOKY 

America. This was the last of September and a bout October 
1st, the hoppers arrived aud I was vindicated, and have 
passed for a reasonably truthful man ever since. It was 
something wonderful to see the piles of lK>ppers. The 
weather was getting cool and they would pile upon the sides 
of the buildings and in the ruts and ditches along the road. 
It was a continual crush under the horses' hoofs and the 
wheels of the wagon while driving on the road. But they 
came too late to do much damage, and the most of the spring 
brood was hatched out in an early warm spell and then kill- 
ed by a hard freeze. The grasshopper visitation of 1874 and 
75 is familiar to a great many and I will pass it by. 

I engaged in merchandising iu Pleasant Gap aud continued 
there till the spring of 1871 when I moved on a farm on the 
south line of Summit township, where I engaged in farming 
and fruit growing. When I first came to Pleas;int Gap all 
the goods, including lumber, were hauled from Pleasant Hill 
to all points through this country. From Pleasant Gap we 
had no direct road. I crossed the prairie east of Butler 
from Pleasant Gap to the Mounds several times witliontany 
road, but about May 1, 1867, a company of Ub stsirtod out for 
Pleasant Hill for goods, and concluded we would lay out a 
direct road. We loaded two wagons with stakes and Judge 
Kreger and myself went ahead on i)onies to select tlie cross- 
ings on the sloughs. The wagons following set np a line of 
stakes near enough together to be seen f]*om one to another. 
When we got to the Butler and Pleasant &ill road we put up 
a post and sign-lx>ard pointing down the row of stakes: 
Pleasant Gap, Papinville, Nevada, Pt Scott, etc Such was 
the {migration to this country and south and west of us at 
that time that in two weeks there was a well marked road 
down that line, and every stake gone for camp fires. A 
great many of the marks of that old road are yet visible, but 
as we did not pay any attention to lines, only to get there 
by the shortest route, it is all inclosed in farms and has dis- 
appeared. 

There were a few orchards in the county at that time 
which had escaped the ravages of war, one of the most not- 
ed in the eastern part of the county being the John Hale or- 
chard. Judge Roger also had quite an orchard, then sever- 
al small orchards; but the apples were mostly Janetons which 
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did well in tliose days and brought fine prices. Teams com- 
iugfroDi Kansas every fall for apples 'and paying good 
prices. 

There were quite a good many small peach orchards in the 
cjunty, all seedlings. The peaclies were good and some of 
them very fine. I am frequently asked why we don't have 
such fruit now. The seedling peaches are poor things apd 
the Janeton apple appears to be played out. The answer is: 
These orchards were planted on fertile soil. The scabs and 
rusts and rots and all the different fungus growths which 
trouble us now, had not been introduced. The insect enem- 
ies were kept down by the numerous birds, and some of the 
most destructive insect pests were yet unknown. The peach 
seeds from wiiich those trees were grown had been brought 
to this country, had been selected from tlie best pes^^hes, 
and nearly all the seedlings w*er<^ fairly good, but as young 
trees came up haphazard from their seed, they have proved 
in most cases to be nearly worthless, as the tendency is back- 
ward to the original type. It is <mly by careful sel^ion, 
and accident, that we can get any advance. At that time 
tliere was no small fruit grown, the woods were depended 
upon for blackberries and raspberries, and the prairies for 
strawberries, which were of fine flavor and considered good 
enough for anybody. But in size they would compare un- 
favorably with the Buboch and Jumbo and others of the 
present. '^ 

Those old orchards planted before the war have all prac- 
tically disappeared, only a tree here and there remaining; 
showing very clearly that we cannot expect fruit trees to 
live to a great age in this climate. In fact most of the trees 
planteil soon after the war are dead or in a decaying condi- 
tion. The lesson we should learn from this is, plant varie- 
ties that come into bearing young, give them good cultiva- 
tion and rephvce them with another orchard when they begin 
to fail. The first orchards planted here after the war Vere 
selected with very little knowledge of the adaptability of va- 
rieties. 

In 1871-72-73 I set an orchard of one thousand apple trees 
with some peach, pear and plumb. I knew nothing aboot 
what tq plant, and there was no one to tell me, as but few 
varieties had been tried. My planting was therefore to a 
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great extent experimental. I plautod some tif ty varieties of 

apples, all of them highly rocouimeiided aud all Uoiug well 

somewhere, but out of the whole list not more than eight or 

ten varieties were worth planting here. The result was, 

that while the Ben Davis, Jonathan and a few others were 

veiy profitable they had too much of a loaid of dead heads to 

i carry to make the whole investment very remunerative. 

I This was the experience of most planters at that time. A 

! few were fortunate enough to strike tlie paying varieties in 

I tlieir setting and their orchards wer<^ very profitable. 

During the 70's quite an interest was taken in orchard 
planting, and perhaps more fruit trees were planted than 
during any other decade in the history of the county, and as 
the soil was new, insect pests scarce, the scsib and rust and 
rot only beginning to show in a few localities, most of the 
trees did well and made a healthy growUi, and during the 
80*6 were bearing fine fruit, which found a ready shipping 
market sooth and west, after the Kansas wagon trade stop- 
ped, which happened as soon as eastern Kansas could grow, 
a supply. The apple shipments culminated in 1890, when 
with a good crop here and almost a total failure in the East, 
the apple crop brought mora money to Bates County than 
any other crop grown. The crop of IS.')! was also good and 
brought a good revenue to the county. Since then the ap- 
ple shipment from this county has been on the decline, ow- 
ing to several causes; The decline of those orchards plant- 
ed from "66 to *8D without a corresponding amount of young 
trees to take their place; An increased home demand; but 
more tlian all else, the falling off is due to the ravages of in- • 
sect enemies aud fungus growth; such as scabs, blight, etc. 
Now what is the remedy of this and how can we succeed in 
growing good crops of fine fruit again? My answer is: By 
planting varieties which have proven successful, giving 
them care and cultivation, and fertilizing if needed. Spray- 
ing both for fungus growth and injurious in sects, witli these 
instructions fairly carried out, good fruit and plenty or it 
will be the result. On the other hand buy high priced novel- 
ties and new things of the tree peddlers, stick them in the 
ground and leave them to take care of themselves and I will 
guarantee failure every time. The neglect of our trees has 
more to do with our failure than an^Hhing else. W1h> would 
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now think of planting a field of com and leaving it to itself, 
expecting to return in the fall and find a crop. Yet in the 
early settlement of tills country the soil iras turned over, 
tlie corn was dropped alo:ig the edge of the fnrrow to be 
covered up by the next, or was chopped in with an ax or a 
spade and a crop of sod corn was gathered in the falL A 
few trees were planted in the virgin soil and with very little 
care crops of luscious fruit whs the result. But this is all 
past. We must now get our bread and also our fruit by the 
sweat of our brow, with intelligent labor and care. ! will 
bring my article to a close by paying a tribute to those old 
orchards planted by the early pioneers in this countiy. 
How much tJie material development of this country is doe 
to them? How many of the settlers here from 1865 to 1670 
were induced to stop and locate by their luscious fruit and 
fine healthy appearance ho one can telL The Hale orchard 
standing as it did on tlie public road, trees uniform, healthy 
and full of fruit who can limit its influence on the noerits of 
immigrants. Who can say how many were induced to locate 
by it, and others like it. But these old orchards have pass- 
ed away, and likewise their owners. A chance tree now and 
then remains. Of the very old settlers who planted them, 
there is here and there to be found a gray-haired man or 
woman. Let us venerate both the tree and the planter. 

Hekry Speer. 
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SECOND LIEUTENANT WEDDLE. 



One of Oor Most Respected Citixeiia. He Writes mn 
Interesting Antobicignphj. 



Earlj Times in Bates and Cass. Cnstom and fineness of 

Early Settlers. How Tbej got Alon|^ ^TUthoot 

Monej. The Only Enenqr He 

Fears Nov. 



The anthor of this sketch was hm at Bine Springs^ in 
Jackson conntj. Mo., March 31st, 1831. When twelve 
months old mj parents moved to Cass oonn^ and located 
four miles east of Harrisonville oo Gimp Branch. It was 
here that I grew to the years of reccollection. The schools 
of that age were very poor. There were no free sciiools in 
those days. The neighbors goC together in a radius of three 
or fonr miles and set the day to boild a school honse. They 
met in a black oak grove near the hoose of one Hiram Gra- 
ham, and there built a log cabin, and eovered it with four 
foot boards and weighed them down with poles to keep the 
wind from blowing them off. They chopped the door out 
with an ax, and it never had any shutter. School books 
were a rarety in those days. Small priipers of 15 or SO 
pages were used. My mother made the book I started to 
school with. It was simply a bit of brown paste board with 
letters composing the alphabet, cut from old books or news- 
papers, pasted thereon. In about three weeks I mastered 
my study and had to quit school for the want of a liigher 
grade of books. I think the school was composed of fifteen 
scholars. The teacher^s name was Mc Cord. 

In those days all aUe bodied men were enrcdled in militia 
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companies aud had to drill, or moister, so many times a year. 

My father would take me with bim to town and would buy 
me a half section of ginger bread, and set me down by the 
old cake woman by the comer of TVUson A Brocdr's store. 
If there are any old timers aroond Harrison ville I venture 
tD say they rcmamber the old ginger bread woman (Mrs. 
Bumey). At tliis time I guess Harrisonville had three doa- 
en inhabitants and twelve or fifteen log houses, one dry 
goods store, one hotel, and a saloon. The saloon did tlMS 
largest business. 

In 1842 my father sold his claim and the little improve- 
ments for ^«X). There was no money in the trade. The pay 
was oxen, cows, sheep, etc. In the spring of 1843 we loaded 
our wagon and st:irted for Bates County. We crossed Grand 
river at IngePs Ford. Ingel lived ther^ at that time, but 
there was no bridge or mill tliere then, after leaving there we 
saw no more houf^es. TTe crossed Deer Creek not far from 
old Cole town. From there we steered our course as near as 
possible to a point three and one-half miles southwest of 
Butler. The prairies had been burnt smooth. There was 
not a human or tame animal to be seen during that day, but 
dear, wolves and prairie chickens were numerous. We ar- 
rived at our destination, went to work, cleared off a building 
spot, and built a house and called it home. We found the 
settlements f artlier ajKirt here than they were in Cass. Peo- 
ple in those days lived mostly on their own resources. They 
would clear up small patches of land in the brush or timber 
for garden truck, and a small patch of com. Occasionally 
one would venture out and fence in ten or twenty acres of 
prairie. Tiie business of the men was mostly hunting and 
fishing; of the women spinning and weaving. There w*as 
notliing to stimulate a man to press forward to accumulate 
property, for it was wcMth but little. Barter was the custom 
i>f the country. The groceries and dry goods they got were 
mostly paid for in furs, and deer hides, and the hams of 
deer were salted and dried, they sold at from 50a to 75c. per 
pair. OccaLsionally two or three neighbors spliced together 
and loaded up a wagon with v<^etables, and attended the 
Indian payment by the Government. You "had to get per- 
mission from the agent to trade with the Indians. The peo- 
ple would get a few dollars in this way. From 1837 to 1847 
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money was not considered in a dicker, in fact there was 
hardly anything that had a money price oa it. I remember 
seeing my faUier buy 14 )bs. of coffee for one doU;ir at Har- 
mony, Missouri. I remember seeing calves sell for one dol- 
lar in the fall of the year, and cows at t^.OO When the 
Mexican War commenced Government agents ran all over 
this country, bought up all the oxen they could get to freight 
across the country for the army. This stimulated the peo- 
ple to try and do something. On the heels ot this gold was 
discovered in California. lb this excitement I lit out for tiie 
land of gold in 1850. 

I was nineteen years old when I started. We had many 
trials and hardships before we got through. We were four 
months on the road. I worked two years in the mines, but 
failed to make a Klondyke strike. After many ups and 
downs I returned to Missouri with a little money. I bought 
land and commenced making a farm. I sjient what little 
money I had for the land, and improving it, and in stock. 
j Right at this point the Civil War broke out; everything was 

I excitement. Judging the people from their talk and actions 

you would have supposed they would be of one mind. I en- 
I listed early in the spring of 1861 in what was called Cum- 

j ming's Uatalipn, Missouri State Guard of three comt>anies 

> for six months. This organization was intended to cruise 

I along the Kansas line to keep down trouble. Two-of these 

' companies were from Bates, and one from Henry. Every 

thing moved along smoothly till late in the fall, when Gener- 
al Lane from Kansas swooped down on us with two thous- 
and men, and scattered us to the four winds (nobody was 
killed). I considered Gen, Lamb had discharged me, as also 
' many others, so got on my horse and lit out for Texas. 

While on the road I came to the conclusion that I would have 
• nothing more to do with the war. Wlien I reached Texas 

the Confederate Congress had passed tlie Conscript law, put- 
ting every man in the service from 18 to 45 years of age. 
They didn't let me rest long before they got after me and I 
dodged and hid there for four or five months, and I became 
convinced I cduld not stay there; so I retraced my steps (ai 
did many others) and came back to the southern part of Mis-, 
souri. Here I met up with some of the old neighbDrs from 
Bates. They gave a gloomy account of affairs .up there. 
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Here f sawihere was no way for ino to keep oat of the 
trouble, so I took the side of mj choice and eolisted in the 
Confederate army. I was made the fifth sergeant, it was 
my doty to draw the rations for the company and issue them 
to the men. lu about twelve months our Captaiu was pro- 
moted to Major, the line of officers went up by promotion, 
which left a vacancy of one Second Lieutenant, and I was 
elected to fill the vacancy. I had good health all the time of 
the war, and encountered cousiderab!e hardship; I was in 
the battle of Prairie Grove, and the attack on Helena by 
Gen. Holmes; also at Pleasant Hill against Banks; and the 
battle of Jenkin*s Ferry on S9lian river, against SteeL The 
trans-Mississippi was surrendered by. Generals Price and 
lluckner. The most of our army was at Shreveport, Louis- 
iana. I got my parole and went to Texas, and staid there 
till the spring of 1^<66, and then came to Missouri. I found 
everything gone, and burnt up. Where the houses and 
fences once stood had grown up in big weeds; everything 
had a mournful appearance to me. I had one little mule 
that I liad brought from Texas, that and my land was every- 
thing I had on earth, and five years' back taxes on the land. 
I went to work by the mouth and paid up my taxes. . My 
kind had to keep themselves straight, I tidked very little, 
and strictly attended to my own business, and never got in- 
to any trouble, not even insulted. I rebuilt the old farm, 
and am on it yet, living under my own vine and fig tree. 

« • • 

Yours Respectfully, . 

S. H. Weddlel 
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CAPQ^AIN JOHN A. DEVINNY. 



luterriewed, and Talks of Early Times in Bates. A United 
and Harmonious People. The Captain not Dis- 
posed to Discuss Unpleasant Things 
but His Memory Good. 



Capt. Devinny was born in Starke cDonty, OIiiD* and was 
educated in the common schools. In early life he learned 
the carpenter's trade and has followed that business until 
recent years. He left Ohio in 1856, went to Chicaj^, on his 
way to Missouri, and while there he heard Stephen A. Doug- 
lass on the Kan^^as — Nebraska bill and heard the people de- 
ride and hoot him. General Cass spoke on the same occa- 
sion. This was while the Kansas war was on, and he re- 
mained there until the election was over, and started the 
next day to Missouri. In 1862 he was appointed sheriff by 
Gov. Gamble, and served until succeeded by the election of 
Page. He was elected treasurer in 18C4 at Johnstown. At 
that time county officers were more honorary than lucrative. 
In 1865 he was elected to the legislature to fill a vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Myers, and sensed through one 
session at Jefferson City. He has scirved the people of ML 
Pleasant two terms as collector, two as clerk and assessor, 
and in various other capacities eficiently and honestly. 

<'I came to Bates in the fall of 1857, from Clinton, Henry 
county, and have resided here continously ever since, except 
a short time while in the service during our unfortunate war. 
At that time there were not to exceed 500 inhabitants in But- 
ler. There were only a few stores and a blacksmith shop or 
two; and a little church building known as the Union church, 
situate on block 5, Montgomery's 1st addition and the build- 
ing was occupied as a school house. The congregation 
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which worshipped therein tiuallj lost title to the lot by rea- 
son of having do church orgauisation, and the title feU back 
to Montgomery. The spot of gronnd is now owned by Dr. 
J. M. Christy. The first circuit conrt was held in this little 
structure the fall I came here, by Judge •Hicks. This was 
before all the records bad been moved up from Papinville, 
the old county seat; and I remember on one occasion ^ while 
court was in session the old stove pipe fell down on his Hon- 
or, and so begrimed and besutted him that he had to adjourn 
court until be could clean himsdf up. Peter B. Stratton 
was circuit clerk, and Mr. Edgar was sheriff. I remember 
the lawyers at this term as Stames, Hollingsworth, Barrows 
of Papinrille and others from adjoining counties. The con- 
tract for the old brick court house was let in the fall of 1857 
and it was finished in 1858, after which court was held in it 
until bufued in the fall of 1861. At that time General Price 
had his headquarters at Osceola and efforts were made to 
have a detachment stationed here. The Federal forces in 
Kansas heard of this and sent a detachment over here and 
burned the court house and' several buildings on the west 
side, and perhaps others. Prior to this, early in the war, 
Robert h, Duncan, counly clerk, had taken the records of 
his offioe to Clint9n, and after Gen. Lane, the ''Grim Chief- 
tain of Kansas,^ had burned Osceola and was on his way 
back to Kansas he passed through Butler and took the re- 
maining records to Leavenworth. All records were preserv- 
ed and returned after the war with the loss of the marriage 
records only. After the famous **Order Number !!*• by 
Gen. Ewipg had practically depopulated Bates and other 
border counties, marauding parties passing through here 
burned what was left of Butler in 1863. The county was fill* 
ing up rapidly when I came here. The Kansas trouble had 
not subsided in *57 but the people were peaceable and quiet. 
They lived much like all people do in a new and sparsely 
settled country. There was little crime prior to the war 
period; and much of the early history of the county prior 
to and during the war has nev^r been written and never will 
be. 

A few years more and those who lived here in 1857 when 
I came will live here no more. It Is well that the bitterness 
and animosities of thirty years ago are gone before some of 
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US who p:i88ed through tliose thrilliu^ times. Memories ex- 
ist but resentments are dead. 

Men have ciian;^ed their political beKef.s ainl |>arty ties 
have been broken in peace. And whatever may divide us 
*'old settlers" now are such questions as divide tlie men of a 
younger generation. We are a united and harmonious peo- 
ple and live in one of the favored sections of tlie country. 

There should be a roll call at each succeeding Old Settlers* 
reunion and some fitting memorial service adopted in mem- 
ory of those, if any, who have iiassed beyond tiie river of 
death during tlie previous year.^ 



LIEUTENANT JOHN ATKISOX. 



Detiiils Some Interesting Hi.storical FVu^tR. 



In March Ir^OO, John Atklsou, the author of this sketcli, 
came to Bates County «ind settled at the town of Pleasant Gap. 
He had come from a Free State, Ohio, and altliough a citizen 
of Cooper county. Mo. since 1H44, he was r^^rded by the 
Pi'o-Slavery men of this section with suspicion, as all men 
were who were known to have come from a Free State. 
The war spirit was getting pretty high at that time, and the 
Southern sentiment largely predominated among the people 
of this section. 

There was a drunken blacksmith by ttie name of Wat^m 
living at Pleasant Gap. Watson notified Atkison to leave 
there, and not complying he shot at him twice, afterwards 
claiming lie did it to scare him. He left then and went to 
Sedalia and found Federal troops there. He recruited a pla- 
toon of thirty men and was elected 1st Lieutenant. He tlien 
went on and recruited a full company. CoL John F. Philips 
was raising a regiment there, Atkison*s company joined his 
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JOHN'ATKISON. 

John Atkison was born in Kanawha County, West Virginia, November 
12, 1815. He lived there until grown, on a tarm. and attended school only 
six months, traveling three miles over a high mountain to and from. His 
father died when he was twenty years old. His mother then moved to 
Ohio with a family of seven children and settled in Mercer county. He 
married Miss Hannah Catterlin June 18, 1840. While living there he was 
elected and commissioned a Justice of the Peace. After that he was elected 
captain of a militia company under the existing laws of Ohio, and was 
comnii-^sioned by the Govenor. Two children were born there. They 
then moved to Missouri in a two-horse wagon in 1844, and settled near 
Otterville in Cooper county, nine children being born to them while living 
there. They moved to Bates county March 28, i860, settling in Pleasant 
Gap. Two children were born there, making in all 13 children. The fact 
of coming from a free state to Missouri he was looked on and called a 
black Republican and Abolitionist. 

He enlisted in Co. "H.'* 7th Calvary, M. S. M. in 1862, and served 
about one year in Co. *»H.'' as first Lieutenant. On account of disability, 
he was compelled to resign. Soon afterward he was appointed captain of 
a company of home guards for Bates county b^ Gov. Fletcher, with head- 
quarters at Pleasant Gap. He was elected sheriff in the fall of 1864, and 
shortly afterward the legislature passed a bill disfranchising all rebels and 
rebel sympathisers, and declaring all the county offices vacant. Then the 
Governor appointed him to fill out his unexpired term. In i866 he was 
elected again, and in all served the people as sheriff four years. He wac> 
also ex-officio collector of taxes. Prior to his election as sheriff the first 
time he was a Judge of the County Court. 
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re^ment uimI ii*as d<»sigimi(*0. Couipnii}* H. In ]^$6:2 Company 
H w«j$ ordered to IjexingUnu Mo. On the 15th of Angrast, 
]Hrt^ Company H, with other troops was ordered to Lone 
Jack. Jackson county, in command of Major Foster of the 
7th Re^ment. C«>mpany H was the only company of the 7th 
Ite^crimont that was engaged in the Lone Jack fight, one of 
tlie hardest fought battles of the war considering the num- 
ber engaged in it. While on that trip Atkison was thrown 
fn>m his horse Mud seriously injured, on account of which he 
had to r«^ign his commission. He returned and found his 
family living in Clinton, Henry county, Mo. He then moved 
to Germantown in Henry county. Shortly, after that Gener- 
al Ewing issued his famous order known as ^'No 11**; order- 
ing all the inhabit4iuts out ot Bates County. Eveiy family 
in the county left, excepting JeflFerson L. PoHer- w1k> lived 
near Jolinstowu. It is said he and his family went over in 
Henrv county and stayed all night .and returned the next 
day to his liome. and never left there again.. Soon after re- 
turning home Lieutenant Atkison recruited a* company of 
malitia, known as Home Guards. Hci was elected Captain 
and served it that capacity the rest of the war^ * 

In tliemoatime Uates County had lost its organixation. 
The people i)etitioned the Governor to appoint judges thai 
tliey might reorganize the county. He appointed Jacob D. 
AV right, who tiien temporaril^r resided in Dresden; Mo., and 
John Atkison and Jefferson L. Porter as judgest -'The judges 
met and organized, they appointed John P. Myers clerk. 
There was no one living in the county at that-time except 
Jefferson Porter. The court then designated Johnstown as 
the place wliere court might be held and legal business trans- 
acted. They held two or three courts in Johnstown before 
any one moved back to Bates County. Time for election 
came on, notice was given temporary citizens living nearby 
that an election would be held in Johnstown to elect county 
officers. John B. Newberry had been elected sheriff of Bates 
County in 1862, and was serving at that time, but temporari- 
ly out of the county. 

The election held at Johnstown was in August 1864. At 
that election John Atkison was elected sheriff, a!)d resigned 
as county judge, to accept that office. C.-I. Robords, John 
Griggs and Mr. Petemyers were elected county judges for 
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tile ensuing term of two years. John D. Myers vr^is elected 
cirrnit clerk, and he was also ex -officio county clerk and re- 
<sarder. Oapt H. C. Dounohue was elected Treasurer. At 
that time we had no count3* prosecutor nor proUate judge. 
On the expiration of his term Slieriif Atkison was re-elect- 
ed in 186d» and thus served two full terms. This was during 
the unsettled times succeeding the war, and by the close of 
his last term the county had been fully re-populated and 
the civil authorities had restored order. Mr. Atkison has 
resided in Butler with his family ever since, and is now in 
his S&th year. 

An Incident in his life while sherilF was the.offerof ^10,0i>0 
from some Texas cattle men who had 10,i>0() lu^ad of cattle 
in Vernon and Barton caunties, to let tliese cattle go through 
tlm county of Bates to the railroad at Hoi Jen for shipment 
east. There was at that time a statute against driving 
Southern cattle through this state, on account of Texas fe- 
ver. This munificent offer was rejected and tlie cattle had 
to be driven out of the state anl across the Miisissippi at 
Mempihift. 

Another incident occurred in April 18571, during his first 
term as sheriff, and while he still resided at Germantown, 
Henry county. Only h few men lived in this county at that 
time. It had been the practice of certain marauding parties 
to traverse this county, stealing liorses and doing other dev- 
ilment. Judge J. L. Porter re]iort4Hl a gang in the vicinity 
of Johnstown which had tried to t ike.the Judge's horse, and 
did shoot and kill his horse while he' was trying to get away. 
Upon the report of this, and otlier acts of lawlessness upon 
tlie part of these traveling marauders. Sheriff Atkison sum- 
moned a posse comitatis and pursued tiiem north to Grund 
river. Among the posse were J. L. Porter, A. E. Page, 
John Sis!»on, George and AVm. Warner, and Valincount and 
Lafayette Griggs, and some others. On their march they 
stopped at the home of Mr. Page who had just returned to 
the county, where a laughable incident occurri>d. Here they 
got track of the marauders afresh, and pushing on they sud- 
denly came upon nine of the party who were afoot, the ones 
on horseback having gone further up the river where they 
could cross. The fight opened at once by the opposing 
forces. At the first fire Lafayette Griggs fell dead. It be- 
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^ime a runiiiiig tight tliei*earter au<l both parties got across 
the river, and the maraoders made a ataud in a small lake. 
Here the battle raged fast and furious. The captain who* 
shot Griggs, was shot by Griggs at the same moment^ the 
ball hitting him in the right hand and shattering bis arm to 
the shouJder. It was supposed that eight men went into the 
lake and so far as he saw or knew, only two men ever got 
out. He said lie rode across the lake and the water was 
very crimson with liuman blood, but he only saw two dead 
bodies in the water. The two that got out escaped and the 
captain who had been shot was afterward kiUed by some of 
tiie posse. This battle occurred on April 14, and after the 
battle the dead body of Griggs was tied on a horse and it 
wais taken back to Germautown for buriaL The horse of 
Sheriff Atkisbn was shot in the nose and it bled so that it 
fell dt>wu. They made arrangements to put two men on cme 
horse, supposing this horse was dead; but tlie blood stoppe4 
and the horse got up and overtook the party about two miles 
out and fully recovered. None of the posse except Griggs 
were hurt. The dead marauders were left where they died, 
some fourteen miles from the closest settlement at that time. 

A report of this fight was made by Sheriff Atlrison to .& 
Sedalja paper published by Thos. Single and printed by hioL 
Several of the parties in the Sheriff's posse are still living 
and would doubtless corroborate this last battle of the war 
within our borders. 

This was the last of the tra'veling marauders. Tbe war 
was just over, and soon peace and quiet prevailed. 
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R. G. HARTWELL. 



An Interesting Accoaut ot Men and Eventi in Oor 
Early Hbtory. 



Old Settler!^ \ri11 Enjoy this Letter. Mr. Hart well is u Well 
Informed Man and Writes WelL 



The writer landed In Butlor, April 24. l^Wi. In compsiny 
with Capt E. P. Henry, Jud^ Wt^ver, Cliarley Morris and 
George Hartley. Tlie Sheriff John Atkinson and J. D. Myers 
who was filling the officers of county elork. circuit clerk and 
recorder, were then building each of them offices on the pub- 
lic .square, having just moved the records from Pleasant Gap 
to Butler. There was supposed to lye a dally stage run each 
way from Pleasant HilJ to Ft. Scott and Ft. Scott to Pleas- 
ant HilL Butler being the half-way station. A. H. Lamb 
was the Butler stage agent. At that time there were ]>roh- 
ably not to excecil one thousand people in tlie county, and 
not a dwelling house In Butler: but there was one or two in 
process of erection. The bushwhackers and Kans:is ja^*- 
hawkers had left a few old bams built of native lumber, and 
a small part of two or three Iniildings, formerly used for 
dwellings that were not worth tlie trouble of setting on' fire. 

The attorneys here at that time were Wm. Page, David 
McGaughey, C. C. Bassett, C. F. Boxley. Tom Steams, and 
Horton & Christian. Steams died 1:?0C, Horton died in 18u9, 
and Christian married Hortons*s widow and moved to Illi- 
nois a few years later. 

J. W. Cullar, Dave Forbes and Benjamlne White had 
stores on .a very small scale with about a shirt tall full of 
goods and a barrel of whiskey: bnt I am not certsiin tlmt all \ 

of tbem had the barrel of whiskey. Cncran and Shane about 
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t!i:it tiu)t« opeiicvl up a saloon, and sv'veml old bums daily 
lie] J a ghost dauce on the north side of the sqaar^' having 
tiieir desid;liue; and woe to the poor victim they could jndtice 
to cross tltat )iue. * He was lield till tlie bottle w^s replenish- . 

That fiuiuiner.J. AV. Hannah aiid SiniUi Q. Mintmra^put 
up a two story building on the corner that the . Hemiett & 
AVheehT Mercautilo Co. not\' occupy, and i>ut in a good sfock, 
cfjnsisting principally of hardware. A two story building 
was also built west of the corner where the Palace iiotel 
uow stands, and occupied as a dry gowls store by M.- S. 
Cowles&Co. 

Joini A. Divinny, Judge- Steele and J. G. McKlbben were 
the building contractors in the 'spring and summer of J|86tf, 
and later J. B. Tinklepaugh and D. 13. Heath came.- I0. tlie 
summer of '(Hi the Bates County HiHJord was started- by D.-E. 
Ai>eel, was also running a paper at Harrisoimlle; but in the 
sumuicr of '<)? O. D. Austin bought the paper and is suppos- 
ed to^ be still holding tlie fort for tlie Republican' partj^-^^ln 
the newspa|K?r line. .. ' • "*• •* 

E. P. Henry & R. G. Haftwell opened the first e^cdusive 
r3iU e>t:Ue oHice in the county in the summer ol '66. Others 
were connecting realestate with law practice; but -soon /'bad 
all tJie law practicu3 they could attend to, and dropped out^of 
the real estate business. .... • 

In '67 t))Q jail was built, with dwelling attached, wliich^'was 
occoipiedby Siieriff Atkison and family, who was not oidy 
sheriff but-was ex-oflBcio county collector, and- having. tio 
better place 13 keep the count}' money he often had from ten 
to twenty thousand dollars in the house, which he generally 
kept in «'i ballot box. One John Walt who was in the em- 
ploy of the Sheriff took a fancy to that bsillot box one night 
when it contained alK>ut^l2,0:K» or sl4,00:), and in the ab- 
sence of Atkison, slipped it out and buried the money in the 
ground: and r.'turning to his work as innocent as a suckling 
duve: but he was finally s]>otted, and Lamb, wbo was then 
deputy sheriff, can tell all about how and where they found 
the monej'. 

The first sermon preaclu^d in Butler after tl>e war was 
about the last of April TiO by one Callaway, .sent into Mis- 
souri by the Sauthern Illinois M. E. (Conference as a mission* 
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lUy, and bavinj^eiHiaM^ntod tapiVHcbf next day beiii«; Son* 
day» we curried lumber iu aiid Improvised scuts in the |iurt- 
ly flnislied oMce of Siiertff Atkisuo. The Sanday following 
Bro. Wiliard from Wisconsin Conference having come to 
Butler during tlie week filled tlie SheriflTs pulpit, and as he 
remained during the summer lie organised what is now 
known a.s the Ohio Street M. E. Church. The next year tlie 
First Presbyterian Church was organised by Rev. 8. W. 
Clark* with only three members but it grew rapidly in mem* 
bers and they built the first churc?h building iu the town. 
There was a building put up in M6 oy private subscription, 
near where the Pre.sbyterian church now stands, and used 
for seliool, Sunday Scliool and public worship till the new 
church and school house were bailt wlien it was given to the 
negroes for church and school purposes. 

Among the early physicians In Butler was Drs. Frisell, 
Boulware and Cornell. The Masonic Lodge, was organised 
in October 1MS7 with about twelve charter members, of which 
only three are now living in Bntlen Dr. J. H. Frisell was 
tlie first Master of tlie lodge. He hai now gone from labor 
to the place wliere all good Masons gou 

Old Time, wlM>se scythe is always going, has gathered in 
a large number of the early settlers of our beautiful city, 
while some have moved away, and today one can almost 
count on his fingers the residents of Butler that were • here 
in April 1866. The harvest is still going on and in a few 
more years our reunion of the early settlers will be on the 
other side of the River. God grant that when life's curtain 
is lifted to us our reunion shall be one that never ends. 

R. G. Hartweli. 
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JAMES DRVSDALE. 

The subject of this Sicetch was born in Rush county, Indiana, in 1843; 
was the third child of William and Elizabeth (Ernest) Drvsdale. The 
former was born in Montgomery county. Kentucky, in 1815, and was of 
Scotch descent, and the latter was born in Severe county, Tennessee, in 
1821, and was of German desent. They immigrated to Rush county, Ind., 
in 1835, became acquainted and were married in 1837. James was brought 
up on a farm, and in a mill which his father was engaged in at that time. 
Was educated principally at country and select, or subscription schools. 
Entered the army in 1862, serving in the 22nd Battery of Light Artillery. 
Was a non-commissioned officer as line surgeon. Was with 
Shernaan on the Atlanta campaign, and with Thomas at Frank- 
lin and Nashville. Was discharged at the end of the war in 1865. Moved 
to Morgan county, Mo., in 1867. and to Bates county in 1868. Settled in 
Charlotte township on sec. 34. improved farm of 120 acres, taught school 
at No. 6, New Home township, during the fall and winters of '72, '73 and 
'74. In 1876 was elected clerk and assessor of the township, and also was 
appointed and took the census of the township for '76, which was the Cen- 
tennial year. Was twice again elected and filled the office of Clerk and 
Assessor of the township. In 1890 he was elected County Clerk by the 
Union Labor party, and filled that offie for the term of fouV years. In 1895 
was appointed City Clerk for the city of Butler and filled that office until 
the next city election. In 1898 he was nominated for Ma>or on the 
Citizen's Ticket, but was defeated by a small majority. In 1898 he was 
nominated by the People's party for Presiding Judge of the County Court, 
and was defeated by Samuel West, Democrat, by a tew votes. Is at present 
time treasurer ot the Old Settler's organization and engaged in the real 
estate business. He has been a ruling elder in the C P. church for many 
years. In 1874 was married to Elmira M. Elswick, daughter of Oliver Els- 
wick. She was born in Monroe county, Iowa, in 1852, and moved with 
her father's family to Bates county, Mo., in 1858, where she has since re- 
sided, except in time of the war. They have three children. Charles 
Harlen. Cora Myrtle and Mary Estella, who are all now grown. 
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THE BATTLE AT PORT TOOTHMAN. 

This fort was sHoale on the K. IT. qnarler, Soction £»» 
Township 40, Range 82, in Cliariotte townsbip. 
J. S. Pierce, an old settler, bein^ interviewed said: 
''I came to Bates County in the spring of J 853, and hare 
resided here ever since, except a short time dnriug the late 
unhappy war between the States. Ft Toothman was a reg- 
ular 17. S. fort, and garrisoned by r^ular U. S. troops, col- 
ored: and must have been established there late in J86S. 
What I Icnow about the battle was gleaned from a soldier 
whom I met in Little Rock, Ark., shortly after the battle, 
and who had participated in it. He and other Southern men 
were camped, or rendezvoused on the :>Iough island nearly 
directly south of the fort, and were taking care of tliemseli es 
the best they could in the unsettled condition of the country. 
'*The colored troops to the number of 150 or 200, were for- 
aging upon the country for a living; and in order to punish 
them tliese Southern men planned aa attack. They sent out 
a few men to approach the fort and entice the colored troops 
out. The rest of the force was quietly disposed for action a 
short distance south on the low land of the Marais de Cygne 
river. One man haid been placed in a cottonwood tree where 
he could see the colored troop«s and at the same time signal 
a charge. This was not to be made until the colored tro^p:^ 
wore some distance from the forU and near the river timber. 
*'Tlie sc;lieme worked. The colored troops came out in 
force and pursued the squad nearly to the timber, and at the 
]>n>|>i»r time the man in the cottonwood tree gave the signal, 
and tlio Southern men, numbering some 15 to 35 men, chai^- 
(h1 the <M>Iore<l troops, and the battle raged fast and furious 
until tlie few who escaped were inside Fort Toothman. 
} liotli sides wore mounted, and the Southern men had the ad- 

ip vantage of fn»sh horses, and the colored troops had to »• 

! treat with fagged horses and up over the bluffs towards the 

r fort Hence, t!ioy were cut down mercilessly, and only one 



Digitized by 



Google 



ISS OI.I> SKXTI-KKS* lll>-Ti>BY 

or two surviviHl to jrct inside the fort. The S^uthtn-a lueu, 
who had susUiiiied iio lassc:^ sooo evacuated tii«* island, and 
weut south. The colored tnx>ps reuitaiuinij: were soon after- 
ward ordered to some other {lost.** 

James Drysdale, bein^ Interviewed oa the same matter, 
said: 

*'I came to tliis county In IHlS. and settled 0:1 a farm on^ 
mile we^t of Ft. Toothman. I aLso own the 4't adjoining the 
Toothman farm on the wesU When I tir.-n settled tliere the 
earthworks aaJ S3m3 of the timoi^r used in the fort wen* 
still there. The Toothman iiouse was the center of the 
works, and the earth works surrounding took In alM>ut an 
)icre of ground. This fafnl has since biH^n known as the 
Cogill farm. A sliort distance north of the fort there was 
fresh dirt thrown up and everything Indicated a burial 
ground. Here, I was informed, was where the men killoil 
in the battle w*ere buried. Keceutly I. had a t^dk with u 
woman by the name of Wheeler, wliose maiden name was 
Laii^erd, and who resid^ed on the Oliver Ell<wi;*k place, ad- 
joining the Toothman place on the uortlu at the time of th'3 
battle, and she s:iid she saw tlie battle and that there were 
twenty -one colored tr6o|>s and one white man, eommand- 
iug, killed: that the cohinnl men were buried thciv, and 
the white man taken to Mound City. Kansas for Int4'rment. 
This battle was fought some time prior to General E;ving\s 
Order No. 11, which was dated August fTi, 1^<I>^ and frc>;n 
ail the information at hand, it was pry>b;ibly <m or about the 
1st of June."* 

This is supposed to have been the only l>attle ftmght on 
Bates County soil in which regular U. S. troops were en- 
J?aged. 
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WILLI AH E. WALTON. 

William E. Walton was born in Cooper County, Mo., 
August 31, 1842, and has lived in Bates County, Mo., since 
1870. He was county clerk of Bates County during the years 
of 1875, 76, '77 and '78. He is president of the Missouri State 
Bank and also of The Walton Trust Company of Butler, Mo., 
and has been in the bankmg business for 20 years. 
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WILLIAM E. WALTON 

WRITES ENTERTAININGLY OF BATES COUNTY AND 
PEOPLE TWSNTY-SE\'EN YEARS AGa 

You ask me to write about Bates county as it a p p ear ed 
twenty-seven yeais ago. 

I came here in July, 1^70, and began the making of a set 
of title abstract books. Butler v/as a sma^l \nllage. and Bates 
county one big prairie with timt^er along the streams. 

Where Rich Hill, Adrian, Hume, Foster, Merwin and Am- 
sterdam now stand was then wild prairie land. Our comt 
house was being built by John B. Tinklepaugh, a contractoc^ 
but he failed, and it was completed by his bondsmen. None 
of the streams were bridged, unless there was one bridge at 
P^ippinville. After big rains we Y*ad three ways of crosnng, 
viz.: wade, swim^ or wait for low water. 

Tinits were good and everybody making money. Non-resi- 
dents owned the big prairies and paid taxes while our farmeis 
and ^tnck raisers grazed thousands of cattle on the land and 
grew rich on "free range.** Immigrants with money wcie 
coming from everywhere, but principally from the north, bujF- 
ing the rich, low priced land, plowing up the sod, building 
houses and making farms. In fact, we were at the high tide 
of prosperity in iSja 

The war lasted four years and had closed five years prior to 
this time. During its continuance it brought sorrow and 
death to a million homes, and reduced the Soi^th from, a con- 
dition of affluence to that of poverty. On account of the war 
the goveniment had paid, out hundreds of millions of dollaxs, 
and this vast sum was in the hands of the people. True, the 
government had borrowed this money by selling to Europe 
interest-bearing boY^ds, bnt we had the money and they had 
the bonds and pay day was a long ways off. It was an era off 
speculation and mone\' making. The mints were open to the 
free coinage <^ both gold and silver, but neither metal was in 
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circulation. Gold was at a premium, and had been foi years. 
This was before tht crime of 1873. Our moni*y was all pa- 
per. We were getting rich and getting in debt both. In 
1873 the Jay Cooke bank failed. This startled the country 
and was the beginning of a panic that covered the United 
States and ruined thousands that were in debt. Although 
money was plenty and business good, in 1870 interest rales 
ruled high. Money was active and in great demand, for ev- 
cr>'body speculated. From 15 to 18 per cent was the rate for 
short-time Icians, and on five-year farm loans from 12 to 15 
per cent I frequently borrowed money then; and was con- 
sidered fortunate when I could get it at 15 per cent 

The first bank in Butler was owned by the ** Dunbaugh 
Brothers.*' It failed in October, 1870, owing its depositors 
$70,ooaoa Immediately after this failiue, Mr. Cheeney, F. 
J. Tygard and P. A. Burgess came from Holden, Ma, and 
opened the Bates Comity Itahk which is now the oldest and 
was for sc\^eral years the only bank here. There are now 
eleven banks in Bates cc«unt}'. 

Courts were held up stairs in the room now occupied by 
Sam Levy & Co. Church ser\-ices were frequently held in 
the same room. Politically times were hot in 1870. Our 
congressman was S. S. Burdett, a lawyer living at Osceola. 
He was a republican, and had defeated for congress John F. 
Phillips, now federal judge at Kansas City. During the Bryan- 
McKinley campaign he visited Butler after an absence of 25 
years and spoke in our opera house. Our circuit judge was 
David McGaughey. The writer was clerk of election in 
Clinto-, Mo., in 1868, and counted the votes when he de^ 
feated Judge Foster P. Wright Both are now dead. John 
D. Myers was county clerk, circuit clerk a^d recorder of deeds. 
He was the father of Mrs. Judge Steele of Butler. Judge 
Myers was ''southern raised,** but was a." Union man." He 
had troubles during the war and sincerely believed he had 
been badly treated. He was positive and outs]x>ken. Such 
men always have enemifs. He was an 'honest man, alwaj^s 
true to r friend. Our cburtty judges were B. M. Thornton, 
who owned and lived on the Badgley farm two miles south- 
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west of Butler, L. E. Hall of Eotner township, and J. N. Crig- 
ler^ who }et lives near Johnstown. Wesley T. Smith was 
sheriflF and tax collector. He was a defaulter for $i8,ooaoo, 
but $io,ooaoo was paid by his bondsmen. H. C Donnohuc, 
who recently ran for congress on the populist ticket, was 
county treasurer. 

C. C. Bassett, A. M. Christian, C. F. Boxley. A. Henr>-, Wm. 
Page, P. H. Holcomb, Sam Riggs, L. D. Condee, T. J. Calla- 
way, C. H. WilM)n, X. A. Wade, A. T. Holcomb, J. K. Hans- 
burgh, J. K. Bmgler and J. J. Bnnnback were our law^'en. 
Bassett was a caddidaie for circuit jiuige in 1872, but was 
defeated by Foster P. Wright. Henr>' and Bassett were each 
candidates for congress several times, but neither secured the 
democratic nomination. * 

Doctors Boulware, Pvle, Frizell, Carnal, Martin, Patten and 
Heath were the physicians. All are yet living except Frizell 
and Carnal. A. H. Lamb was postmaster and kept the <^ce 
in a one-stor)- frame that stood on the lot now covered by the 
west half of the Palace Hotel. 

The republicans held all the offices. They had passed a 
law in 1865 that "Confederates" and ** Southern Sympathi- 
zers^^were disfranchised. This law was not repealed until 
187a In that year the republican party of Missouri '•split'* 
on the question of enfranchi.-^ement. R. Gratz Brown and 
Carl Schurz, both orriginal old li^e republicans, bolted the 
convention and l^ecame leaders in favor of restoring the bal- 
lot to all southeniers. They were called **liberal republicans'* 
to distinguish them from the '^regular republican party" thct 
opposed enfranchisement. The democrats of Missouri made 
no nominations but voted the liberal ticket. The result was 
K Gratz Brown was elected Governor and Carl Schurz elect- 
ed to the United States Senate. The republicans lost control 
in, Missouri and the ballot was restored^ to all Confederates 
and southern sympathizers. In Bates county the ticket 
elected was a combination of **liberal republica-s" and demo- 
crats, viz: John B. Xewbeny, . sheriff. F. V. Holloway, 
treasurer; John R. Walker, representative, S. H. Geisel, 
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Circnit Clerk, Wm. Smith, Countj- Clerk- All being demo- 
crats except Geisel and Smith. 

. John R. Walker was then a young wealthy fanner lixnng 8 
miles north east of Bntler. He is now U S District attorney 
at Kansas City. 

O. D. Austin was then as now editor of the **Record.*' W. 
A. Feely had recently begun the publication of the "Demo- 
crat^' The writer in Oct 1870 assisted John R. Waiter, N, 
A. Wade and others in carrying the type and material of the 
Democrat up stairs in a frame building that stood where the 
• Missouri State Bank now is, and from that room was pub- 
lished the **Bat,*s Countj- Democrat Feeiy died several 
years later and is buried in the old ceineter>*. There was , 
much of bitterness in politics theA. The republicans called 
the southerners "Rebels.** The southerners called ihe repub- 
licans "Radicals.** Neither side showing much liberality*. 
We had not then learned this truth — ^that each man*s pecu- 
liar views are the natural outgrowth of his en\-ironnients — 
that education and surroundings in ycuth largely moulds and 
shapes opinions. 

Had Jeff Davis been bom and raised in Maine he would 
doubtless have been at* abolitionist, and John Brown if bom 
and brought up in South Carolina would in all probability 
have been a secessionist. 

We had no railroads but our people were anxious to secure 
one. Under the law bonds could be voted by the tax-payers 
to aid in building railroads. In a year or two almost every 
county in Missouri had issued two or three hundred thousand 
dollars in bonds, sold them in the market for cash and after- 
wards paid tl:e mone}* to wild cat companies that had noth- 
ing to build railroads with outside of this money. The roads 
were half finished when thz money gave out. Litigation 
followed for years. The courts generally held the bonds lega L 

In September 1874 grasshoppers came. Being late in 
the season but little damage was done crops. They deposited 
their eggs in the ground and early in the following spring 
hatched out by the million and proceeded at once with vorac- 
ious appetites to devour everything green. The whole country 
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was covered jnth them. They were as thick on the ground 
^ as bees sometimes get on the outside of a hive. Onr people 

were much discouraged for it looked as if nothing could be 
raised. But to our great joy one day late iu the spring the 
^^Hoppers'' took fligt and we have never seen them ^noe. 

In looking back twen^y^seven j^ears I am impressed witih 
the ciianges ^^wronght by time.** Hundreds, of intimate 
friends then my associates ha\*e passed to the be}*ond. Mow* 
ever there are many changes for the better. There is mudi 
less drunkenness now than then. Education is more general 
and the good influence of the church is making its impresnoo 
more and more on the public mind as the years come and ga 
The asperities incident to the war have to a great extent db> 
appeared. For thirty years now the Northem and Southern 
people have lived here together, their childien have inter- 
married and they are brothers in the lodge and the churdu 
Our political belieb that differed so widely when li\4ng apart 
S have now after years ci intimate social contact shaded into 

each other. 

May we ever live together harmonioqsly, having for omr 
standard the highest tj-pe of American citizenship and thus ' 
add to the development and renown of the most intelligent 
and rapid growing nation known to man. 

WM.E. WALTON. 

I am asked to write something about events of *%ng ago** 
in addition to the foregoing communication written by me in 
1897. In looking over the article I find that three of the 
parties named therein have since died, viz., Judge J. M. 
Crigler, Dr. E. Pyle and Hon. John R. Walker. Taking m 
retrospective view of the 30 )*ears I have lived in Butler many 
events crowd my mind. One is the crusad^*, now almost for* 
gotten, that twenty-fix'e years ago stirred Butler from center 
to circumference. AVhiskey drinking was greater then than 
now. Finally after much agitation the temperance question 
became the leading one and war was waged against the 
. saloons and all drug stores that sold liquor. The ladies be* 

came active in the movement, which in 1874 culminated in 
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the crusade when ladies to the number of two or three hun- 
dred met daily and held temperance services and prayer 
meetings and then marched in a body to the saloons and drug 
stores where they would sing and pray and by moral suasion 
tr}' and persuade the proprietors to cease selling liquor. This 
was kept up for weeks and months^ Finally, one by one, all 
the saloons and drug stores capitulated except Shaw & Hens- 
ley^ As I write now I ha\-e before me the "Women's Appeal** 
to Shaw & Hensley, dated April ai, 1874, and signed by 380 
ladies Tiving in and near Butler. But Shaw & Hensley defied 
public sentiment, the women and the law, and coiitinned 
selling liquor. But the cnisade was a thrilling event that 
will always be remembered by those who witnessed it, over a 
quarter of a century aga 

About this tim? we had the Rat law. For some cause that 
I have never seen explained, rats became so numerous and 
destructive in Missouri that our legislature passed a law 
requiring county courts to pay for the killing of rats. I was 
county Clerk in 1875-6-7 and S, and issued warrants on the 
county treasurer to pay for thousands of rat scalps. 

Those in business here then were M. S. Cowles, John W. 
Cullar, J. \V. Hannah, Downing & Boggs, P}-le & Wilson, 
Dr. Martin, Philip and Sam Glassner. Geisal & Borchert^ 
Thomas Brashear, Fred £\^ns, and Filor SacketL AH' of 
them have since died or removed to other places. 

Only a few are living that were here prior to the ci\nl war, 
viz: John Devinney, VauBuren Vandyke, Fred Cobb, James 
F, ^Tiite, Charley Denny, John Atkison, Judge Frank Steele, 
Thomas Heath and Robert and James and William Hurt I 
write these names from memory, but believe it to be correct 

Respectfully, 

Wm. E. Walton. 
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INTERVIEW OF GEORGE SEARS. 
My parents caine from Kentucky to Saline county, Missouri, 
in the year of 1827. ^ I was born in Saline county, November 
6, 1831. My parents, came to Bates county, (then called 
Vernon county) in the fell of 1838 and settled on the faim 
known as the Richey farm, one-half mile northeast of where 
Altona now is. At that time there was not more than five 
or six families in that settlement. A. M. Trueman and J» 
Coffman arr all the names I can now remember. My father 
broke the first prairie that was broke in that settlement in tbe 
spring of 1839. In the fall of 1838 he built a double lo|^ 
house of hewn logs and men came from Clinton, Harrison- 
xnlle and Warrensburg to help raise it It was a two stoiT 
and was a fine house in that day and time. We then had no 
school house nearer than Clinton, 25 miles away and no 
churches to attend on Sunday^ therefore we usually spent 
Sunday at some of the many Indian camps on the creek. 
About the second year we were there the county began 
settling up slowly, and a school house was built about two 
and a half miles from our house. The first school was attiree 
months term taught by a Mn Knuckles. Among those that 
came about that time were William Swift, Hiram Edwards^ 
Robert Davis, Joe and O^^car Reeder, Dave Newland and Mose 
Strong. At that time we went to Lexington to mill ; we woold 
take ox teams and wagons and take our com, deer skins and 
venison and trade them for groceries. We w*ould some times 
take ns much as 100 bushels of corn at a time, and when we 
got our meal home we wcnld put it down in large boxes and 
put limestone rock in it to keep it from becoming old and 
musty before it was used. When I was about ten years old 
my father sent me to Johnstown (then called HardscrabbleX 
twelve miles distant, to get Dr. Thornton for a neighbor by 
the name of Johnson, and, as I had never seen a doctor,! 
wondered all ihe way down there what a doctor looked like. 
We lived in four counties — and did not move once — ^it was 
first VanBuren, then Cass, then Vernon and now Bates. At 
that time this county 'Was full of deer and turkey imd si 
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elk — ^the elk came from the west and went down in Saline 
county to the salt pond ; my fathier and others would follow 
and kill them. I have eaten their meat, but never saw one 
alive. At that time powder and lead were so high and hard 
to get, and turkeys $0 plentiful, that we rarely ever shot at a 
turkey and would not shoot at a deer, except at short range 
and when sure of a dead shoL In the winter of 1848-49 the 
whole face of the earth was covered with sleet about eighteen* 
inches thick and as slick as glass. The whole country was then 
alive with deer and wolves, aiid we would go out with sticks 
and clubs and find them, and the more they were scared the 
less they could run, and they were at our mere}'. The first 
morning after the sleet fell I killed seven deer in the fore- 
noon ; my father finally made us stop killing deer, but we 
killed hundreds of wolves with sticks and clubs. I hunted 
deer for about thirty years and I believe I hsLVt killed 1,000 
deer in sight of where Altona now is. We attended court at 
Harrisonville until the county was changed to Vernon, and 
then Pappinsville was the county seat I do not remember • 
much about the hanging of Nottingham, but I remember I 
would have gone to see him hanged if it had not been that I 
had seen a man by the name of Horton hanged at Clinton for 
wife murder, and I did not want to see another. 

In 1849 my father owned 1,000 acres of land in and 
around where Altona now is« He had paid $1.25 per acre 
for it, and my brother. Prank, who had gone to California in 
1844, ^"^ ^^^ ^^ Suitor^s Fort when gold was first discovered^ 
wrote father that he had made as much as $1,000 in a day 
and for father not to fool with his land, but to get an outfit 
and come right on ; so father sold his whole tract to Colonel 
Wm. Crawford, for $1.61 per acre, and started with two four- 
mule teams and two ox teams and got as far as Fort Kearney, 
where he died of cholera. My mother, two sisters and myself 
came back to where Altona now is, and we lived in that 
vicinity until October, 1861. I then went to Hempstead 
county, Arkansas, and wi&nt in the army and staid al! through 
the 
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was born in St. Clair Co., Alabama, April i, 1830; emigrated 
with his parents to Cherokee County, Alabama, in 1837, where he 
attended such schools as existed at that time — the school house 
was built of pine logs, with the openings between the logs for 
windows. He emigrated to Bates County in 1855 and came to 
Butler when the place was covered with prairie grass, where he 
has resided ever since. Together with R. L. Duncan, who 
was then county surveyor, he surveyed the town when the same 
was made the county seat in 1856, and surveyed most of the 
additions made to it since. He operated as deputy county 
surveyor under R. L. Duncan for four years; was appointed 
by the county court as assessor of Bates County for the years 
1862, '63 and 64, and was elecced county surveyor for 
1866, and also was elected assessor of Mt. Pleasant 
Township for two years, 18S9 and 1890. Worked in county 
clerk's office for W. E. Walton; also in recorder's office for 
Capt. J. C. Martin during his term, and during his long 
residence in Bates county has followed various other pursuits. 
Was made a member of the Masonic fraternity in the first lodge 
that was established in Butler in 1858, and was also a charter 
member of Butler Lodge No. 254 when same was organized in 
1868, of which he is now a member. 
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On the 2nd day of March,'i862, I was mamcd to Miss 
Predlla Scroggins. In r866 I came back to Henry county, 
about ten miles from Clinton ; in 1867 I bought the Shaw 
farm, on Petei creek, and moved to it, in Bates county. That 
fall the wolves would come and kill our pigs and geese and 
scratch at the door and tiy to get in. Flour was then worth 
f 5.00 per 100 pounds, and we had to go to Warrensbuig^ after 
it ; butter was 25 cents per pound ; eggs, 20 cents per dozen 
in summ^ ; hens, $4.00 per dozen , calicoes, 15 cents per yard ; 
thread, jo cents per spool. In an early day this country was 
a perfect paradise, the prairie was one vast flower bed, most 
beautiful to behold ; the woods were full of wild bees and in 
the later part of summer we would cut bee trees and get honey 
for winter use, and as barrels and other vessels were very 
scarce we would cut large linu and hackbetr}* tree$, split the 
logs open and hew out huge troughs to store away our honey 
in. The people did not possess wealth, but they were healthy, 
happy and contented. At the Old Settlers' Reunion in Octo- 
her, 1898, 1 was awarded the cane for the oldest settler in 
Bates countv. 



Y. B. VANDYKE 



REVIEWS OLD TIMES AND TELLS ABOUT THE GRASSHOPPER 

SCOURGE. 

Joint resolution on the celebration of the Centennial in 
the various counties iu the United States. 

Be it Resoh'ed^ By the Senate and House of Representa* 
tives of the Unit-td States of America in Congress assembled, 
that it be and is hereby recommended by the Senate and 
House of Representatives to the people of the United States 
that they assemble in the several counties on the approaching 
Centennial Anniversar>' of our National Independence, and 
they cause to have delivered on such day an Historical Sketch 
of said county from its foundation ; and that a copy of such 
sketch be filed in the County Clerk's office of said county, and 
an additional copy be filed in the office of the Librarian of 
Congress, to the intent that a complete record may be db> 
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tained of the progress ox our institutions during the first 
century of its existence. 

Approved March 13th, 1876. . . 

At a mass meeting of the citizens cf Bates county^ held 
at the court house of Butler to make arrangements to cele> 
brate the Centennial 4th of July, 1876, in the county, and to 
further comply with the above resolution of Congress, the 
meeting appointed VanBuren Vandyke, A. Henry and J. A. 
Devinney to prepare an historical sketch of Bates county. 

As that part of said history that relates to the physical 
features, streams, timber, animals, inhabitants, government, 
lands, pioneers, first settlements, etc^ has been related in other 
chapters of this book, we will only notice that part that re- 
lates to the banishment of the people of the county by the 
military order No. 11, by General Ewing, August 25 1863, 
and the visitation of the grasshoppers in 1866 and 1874. 

The condition of the people <^ Bates county, who to the 
date of the above named order. No. 11, remained in the 
county, is difficult to describe. They had been pillaged, with 
few exceptions, of all their live stock and wagons, and. com- 
munications had been cut off so that many did not hear of 
the order of banishment until the time allotted was nearly 
out ;* but so soon as the>' did get the information they pro- 
cured such wagons and teams as they could and loaded in 
their most necessary articles und began their march out of 
the country. Their furniture, houses, bams, gardens, orch- 
ards and fields were abandoned to certain destruction. Most 
of the men were in the army on one side or the other, and the 
move had to be conducted by women and boys. Most of 
them took refuge in Henr}' and St Clair counties. Some 
families would move out and send the wagon - back for 
others. For days and nights the roads were strewn with this 
mass of war ridden people exerting themselves to get out of 
danger.- They went into vacant houses, bams and stablte, 
and were called Bates County Refugees. The winter of 1863 
was unusually cold and the suffering and privation was very 
great. When the fifteen days was out and the people all 
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gone the county was overran by marandeis and parties from 
ICansas, who removed to Kansas what the people had left 
The dry grass of the prairie was set on fire, which completed 
the desolation and reduced the country to a wildemesSi in 
which condition Jt remained until the close of the war. 

During the war parties of both armies passed over the 
country and many skirmishes took place between them and 
many incidents took place of a ver)* cruel and tragic charac> 
ter which, if related in detail, would be highly intere s ting 
and instructive, showing how some men will act dnring a 
state of wcr when the restraints of law and the influence of 
regular society is removed and would favorably impress oa 
the mind the blessings of peace and good govemmenL 

One little incident of an amusing Vind happened during^ 
the journey of the people out of the county. A family with 
what little stock and effects ethy had left, arrived at the bridge 
over Grand river three miles from Clinton, in Henry county.* 
This bridge was an old style wooden one covered like a bouse. 
The Hock of sheep they had could not be coaxed or driven 
across it, although they tried repeatedly. At this junctnre 
Capt John Devinney, who was on his way to Clinton with a 
few men on horseback, came up and seeing the predicament, 
dismounted and seized a ram and tied a rope to its horns and 
pulled him by force across the bridge ; the rest of the flock 
seeing how readily their leader passed over followed without 
further trouble. This little circumstance gave the narrator a . 
new idea about sheep. 

In the spring of 1866 many of the Bates county refugees 
began to return and improve their land which iiiras all that 
was left. With few exceptions not a vestige of fonner homes 
were left standing, and the chimneys of their homes could be 
seen looming up above a forest of rank weeds. The richland 
however could not be destroyed. This fact was noted by the 
soldiers that marched over it during the war, and numbers of 
them and emigrants from' other states settled in the connty 
and, money being plentiful, they bought the prairie at ^00 
and $10.00 per acre, and soon, improved the country better 
than it was before the war. 
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In November, 1864, a Buinber of the refagees assembled 
at Johnstown and reorganised the county government by 
electing the necessary oflScers. Cn the 4th of Jnly they oc> 
cnpied the village of Pleasant Gap and transacted the connty 
business there. In April, 1866, they removed to Bntler. A 
temporary court house and derk^s office was erected. At this 
time nothing but the brick chimneys could be seen standing 
above the high weeds ; the dry, rank weeds were ten or twelve 
feet high ; they had to be cut down to allow a wagon to pass 
through them. 

ROCm* MOUNTAIN UXTUST. 

On the 2d day of October, 1866, the connty was first 
visited by grasshoppers or Rocky Mountain locust They ap> 
peared to come down from the sky like snowflakes till the 
face of the earth was covered with them. They devonred 
all green vegetation, which was but little, as there had been 
but few people here in the spring to plant anything. They 
deposited their eggs that fall in the roads, mostly one inch 
under ground by boring down. They seemed to select the 
bare ground, where there was no sod for this purpose, and the 
harder and drier the ground the more numerous the depodts 
were. Each deposit contained from ten to thirty eggs vm^ 
gled with a glutinous substance which formed a sack or coat- 
ing enclosing the eggs from which they hatched out the next 
spring— continuously from about the first of April to the 
middle of May. When those first hatched began to shed off 
their shell, at which time they were about three-fonrths 
grown, they shed the outer covering of legs, head, body and 
all. Just before shedding the insect became mopish or stu- 
pid, would crawl upon some object heavier than itself, fasten 
its claws into it and remain there for ten or twelve hours until 
split open on the back, a fnl* fledged grasshopper with wings. 
'They b^^an to hop and eat immediately after being hatched, 
and seemed by instinct to travel in swarms in the same diiec^ 
tion, eating everything green, except castor beans. As boon 
as they obtained their wings they commenced flying off in 
swarms up into the heavens from whence they came. 
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The}- made their appearance again in the county in the 
fall of 1874, boi, as before, nearly all the products of the soil 
were matured and dry and no damage was done except to the 
fall wheat that had been sowed, but as the people had been 
apprised of their gradual s^proach across the state of Kansas 
lor about six weeks before, there was not much wheat sowed 
iu the county. In the spring of 1875 ^^ young ones oovcied 
the face of the earth and devoured ever}'thiug green. They 
went as the>* got wings as before in 1867, bei^^S nearly all 
gone about the 20th of June, 1875.. '^^ excretia of the 
grasshoppers seemed to have fertilized the ground so that 
ever\'thing planted after that grew more luxuriantly than 
ever before, A great many expedients were resorted to war 
against the grasshoppers, but only one thing that wasever tried 
seemed to succeed — ^that was by cutting a ditch aioond the 
laud and bumiug the hoppers with straw thrown upon them. 
Iu this manner one farmer saved all the vegetables lie had 
planted on one a^Te, which not onh* supplied himself but he 
had some to spare to his neighbors. 



MASSACJtE AT THE MIAMI FORD, MAY 1^ 1862. 

On the Jst of April, 1862, one regiment of cavalry, < 
mauded by CoL Fitz Henry Warren, was stationed at Bntlei: 
Soon after the Stembnis^ Bros, established a store a:jd trad- 
ing house ; also bought and sold mules. The narrator of this 
sketch was employed by them to assist in the bmdness. On 
the 17th of May, William Jennings sold a mule to the Stem- 
burgs and as he lived in Walnut township he had to ride the 
mule back home. The narrator went with him in order to 
bring the mule back and remained with him all night. The 
next morning we mounted our horse and attempted to lead 
the'mule, but no amount of forcing and coaxing could iitdnoe 
it to go. So Mr. Jennings said he would ride it to Butler, so 
w^ started and crossed the river four miles from Mr. Jennii^^ 
house on the ferT>' boat. Then our route lay over the wide 
undulating prairie ; the weather was delightful and pleasant; 
the prairies at that time of year were bedecked with a Inziu 
riant growth of grass and flowers, and perched on the bigiosiii 
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weeds the prairie larks were singii^ as merrily as if no war 
was going on. Onr sense of the beautiful was thus T^;aled^ 
little thinking of the shocking and bloody scene we were to 
see in the next half hoor. 

We traveled oa in this way until we passed the planta- 
^ tion of Olix^er Elswick, our route led us down into a small 

valley. When we got to the river at the bottom of the valley^ 
we discovered on the brow of the hill about 20o yards ahead 
of us a troop of mounted soldiers. One of tbeir number, bare 
headed and with pistol in his hand, left the main body and 
came in a gallop toward us, when within a few feet of ns, de* 
manded if we had seen any men that morning over that way, 
pointing the way we had come. We replied tliat we had seen 
none- but the man that set us over the river at that point. He 
made no reply, but wheeled around and rode back to his com- 
panions on the hill, who waited until we came up to them. 
I was recognized by Captain Balos, who was in command of 
the squad. Seeing the men all with their pistols in their 
hands, I asked Captain Ralos^what had happened. He replied 
that the rebels had killed some ot his men at the ford iA the 
creek just ahead of ns. When we arrived at the ford there 
were probably loo soldiers riding about through the woods 
with their revolvers in their hands and tliey looked x'ery much 
excited. One dead soldier lay in the road on his face in a 
pool of blood. Another dead soldier lay in the bed of the 
Aragon tliat stood in the middle of the creek, aud the so*dicis 
were lifting another out of the water that had fallen into the 
creek. Upon the high bank a covered wagon stood Iodj*ed 
against a stump. The mules to this wagon were badly shot 
and tangled iu theliaraess and trere bleeding and trembling. 
It took some considerable time to get the wagons turned 
around and fresh mules with the harness adjusted and the 
j slain soldiers in the wagons. Jennings and I were compelled 

, to stay until they all got started. Half a mi)e from the fork 

! we passed the home of G. W. Pierce, here we found the ser- 

t . geant who had been in diarge of the part\' that were killed. 

He had several gunshot wounds about the face and nedc ; he 
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was taken xntb the others to Butler, where ht soon after re- 
covered. 

The names of the soldiers that were killed were : J. Bird, 
M. Meredith and A. Foust, all of Compau\' A, First Iowa 
Cavalr>\ The dead soldiers were taken to Butler and neatly 
dressed in new uniforms and laid on the green grass in the 
hospital yard, and were then buried about one-half mile east 
of the sqnaie with militar\- honors. On this occasion Gen. 
Warren delivered a pathetic address which caused the tears 
to run down the cheeks of the soldiers. After the bodies had 
lain there thirteen years they were taken up and interred in 
the National cemelerj- at Fort Scott, Kansas. 

The next day we had an interxnew with Mr. fiumgard- 
ner, the only man that escaped from the massacre nnhnrL 
This is his slory of the affair : *' One company of General 
Warren^s re^meut, which had been stationed ait ^lontavalla, 
Vernon county, were ordered to join the regiment at Bntler, 
which they did about the 14th of May. After their arrival 
they had to ^et an additional supply of forage. The quarter- 
master received the infoniiation that there was a large pen ol 
com at Oliver Elswick's farm, mx miles west of Butler. On 
the 17th day of May lie sent a small detachment with two 
wagons to get the com. The wagoiis were loaded and re- 
turned to Butler without being molested ; the next day, May 
iSth^ two wagons, each drawn by four mules, with a soldier 
and one man in each wagon, the party numbering five men, 
of which I was one, conducted by a sergeant on horseback. 
We arrived at the ford on the Miami creek. The sergeant 
had gone ahead of the wagons about one hundred }*ards or 
more into the heavy timber, .\fter one wagon had crossed 
and the second one was in the creek a deadly volley was fired 
from the thicket of buckeye brush a few feet away. The 
foremost driver was riddled with bullets but was able to 
dismount and started to ruiu but only got a few feet and fell 
dead. It was lucky for Bumgardner that he was in a cox'ered 
wagon and was not seen by the bushwhackers. The mules 
at the discharge of the volley naturally swung aiound to the 
right and drew the wagon after them, so the rear end was 
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toward the bushwhackers. Bnmgardner took advantage off 
this drcumstance, leaped out of the front end of -the wagon 
and plunged into the thicket and made his ^ape unharmed. 
He made his way up the bank of the creek about ou^-half 
mile, crossed it and proceeded to Butler safe. He says the 
two men in the hindmost wagon were riddled with bullets 
and killed. The sergeant on hearing the volley suspected 
the cause and rode back in a gallop. He found the road full 
of armed men and attempted to make his escape by firing his 
pistol among them, and plunging into the creek, but when he , 
had reached the opposite bank, one of the bushwhackers w1k» 
had only discharged one barrel of hb shotgun fired the other 
barrel at the sergeant, hitting him in the arms and neck, but 
not wounding him mortally. 

I afterwards learned who did the shooting and the mo- 
tive therefor* In the spring of 1862 the County of Bates was 
in^a^state of terror and confusion truly frightful, and over- 
run by bands of marauders and bushwhackers who held the 
lives and property of the people at their merc\\ As has been 
before stated, about the first of April, 1862, one regiment off 
cavalry, under Col. Fitz Henrj* Warren, arrived and were sta- 
tioned at Butler. On the arrival of this regiment the bush- 
whackers, who up to this time had imdisputed possession of 
the county, retired to the dense thickets and brush on the 
di£Ferent streams. CapL Bill Trueman and his gang took up 
their abode on the island in the Marais des Cygnes rivcr^ 
about nine miles from Butler. The island is about three miles 
long and one mile wide. On the north side is the river and 
the south side is bordered by a deep muddy slough. The in- 
terior was covered wkh a dense growth of liea\^ timber and 
undergrowth of vines, trailers and the wild Indian plum. 
Those who had taken up their abode in this gloomy haunt 
were fed and harbored by the people of the surrounding neigh- 
borhood,' which was thickly settled. It was the. custom of 
the Federal authority, wIict a body of troops were stationed 
at a place, for thetn to forage on the farmers of the surround- 
ing countr>\ They would go out and take com and hay, and 
if the farmer from whom they took it could prove he 
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loyal to the govemment they would give him a voucher with 
the promise to pay at some future time. If he was a Southern 
sympathizer they took it away without any compensation, 
and the farmer, his family and stock left to suffer or starve 

This state of things did not suit Capt Trueman and his 
men, nor their friends li\nng in the vicinity of the island, and 
he managed to send information to the quartermaster at Rntr 
ler that if he would not take hay and com from the west side 
of the Miami creek he would not disturb the command at 
Butler ; but if they continued to take it anyhow, he would 
take measures to resent it Thus matters stood when the 
Federals began to hani the corn from the pen at Oliver Bis- 
wick^s on the 17th of May. When this ynfRs reponed to CapL 
Trueman he immediately called a meeting at the house of one 
of the farmer^s, with a view to ascertain what was the best 
course to pursue to prevent the Federals from taking their 
com and hay. 

Trueman made a speech to the meeting, in which he said 
he and his company could waylay and kill the foraging par- 
ties, but he was afraid of the consequences to them ; that they 
might retum and bum their houses and property, which ca> 
lamity he did not desire to bring upon them. They were, it 
seems, fn great doubt as to what to do, when one of the tdrm- 
ers arose and said to CapL Trueman, that if he and his men 
were ready to risk their lives in killing the Federals he was 
willing to loose his property, and so could answer for all of 
them. This speech removed the difficulty. Capt Tmeman 
.and his men immediately made their arrangements, loaded 
their guns and pistols and marched before day and concealed 
themselves near the base of a large walnut tree in a dense 
thicket of buckeye brushes at the ford of the Miami creek, 
where he knew the foraging party would pass the next morn- 
ing, with the result above narrated. After the massacre the 
busliwhackers did not stay longer than to take tlie pistols off 
the bodies of the dead soldieis. 
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The subject of this sketch was born at Wedel, near Hamburg, province 
of Holstein, Germany, May 30, 1852. Educated in the national schools 
at Hamburg. He was engaged in photography from his 13th year, and until 
his removal to America in 1870, just prior to the Franco-German war. Soon 
after landing in this country he joined a U. S. surveying corps, and served 
as photographer in the service for about one year and nine months, and 
traveled through the Southwest before the building of the Santa Fe railroad, 
and covered nine states and territories. Was naturalized at Emporia, Kan- 
sas, in 1871. He then returned to Germany, and was arrested on arrival at 
his old home as a deserter from the German army, and had he not been a 
U. S. citizen he would have la»ded in prison at Spandau, and would have 
been put to hard labor. He says that he still feels proud that he was and is 
still a United States citizen. The C'onsul of the I'. S. told him that his 
room of 24x28 was the United States, and to make himself at home there, 
which he did. He remained in the old country two years, and returned to 
America in 1880. Worked at his profession in New York, and also in St. 
Louis; and established himself in business in Jefferson City in the latter 
part of 1880, and came to Butler in iS8i.and established his art studio and 
gallery where it still remains. He is recognized as one of the leading 
artists in his line in the state, and has been honored by the State Photo- 
graph Association. He was Vice-President of the association tor several 
years. He has twice served the people of this city as coimcilman from the 
First Ward, elected in 1892, and re-elected in 1894. 

He is a scholarly s:entleman, and speaks and writes three languages — 
low Dutch, German and English, lie is fond of out-door sports, likes fine 
dogs, a good gun, andquail, jack snipe and duck hunting, and no season is 
allowed to pass without his enjoyment of these sports in company with a 
few congenial companions. His art studio is one of the finest in the state. 
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ANN DOBBINS. 

The subject of this sketch was born fifty miles bdow 
Knoxville and sixty miles above Cbattamioga in Meigs 
county, Tennessee, on the soath side of the Tennessee river. 
May 24, 1819. My parents were Thomas Carter and Jconna 
Hiden, they married yoang, neither being 20 years off age. 
They went to work and built themselves up a home in that 
new country and gained the lo\'e and respect of all who knew 
them. In 1833*34 the Missouri fever struck that cousitry ; 
my father, with the rest, resolved to leave his little home and 
go west In 1837 he loaded his two wagons, put his wife 
and little children in, who were all girls, except one little 
baby boy, and started. Our wagons were draw** by two span 
of oxen and hcffses. When we left we started fcH- Nashville, 
Tenn., from there to Barker's ferry« the «nx>ssing of the Ohio 
river ; thence to St- Louis, Mo., thence to Koonville, and then 
to Pleasant Hill, Cass county. Ma 

When we arrived there we found four or fi\*e of our former 
friends. And so my father toDk a claim there, and we luid 
nothing to do but talk of the fine grass and crcps and the 
shooting of the deer. We thought we surely had reached 
the promised land. But the next July told the story when we 
all took to chilling. We wished we were back on the old hills 
of Tennessee; but Sappington^s pills soon did away with all 
sickness and we rejoiced that we had come. Our cattle and 
hogs ranging in the woods and on the prairies got fat enough 
without feeding to eat any time. We fared fine. 

li^ 1839* ^ °^^° named Samuel Dobbins, came from Gal> 
latin, Tenn., and purchased a farm from my father. About 
this time my father died after an illness of seven daySb This 
left us all ver)' lonely and sad. But my mother being a good 
manager, overseeing everything, all moved &long nicely. In 
November, 1^40, Mr. Dobbins and I were married. We im- 
proved our land and built us up a good home there ; but the 
great drawback to that country* was it had never been surveyed 
or sectionized. My hopes were ne\'er so completely destroyed 
as when my husband, with other smart men, went and traced 
the sections up and found the section line to run through the 
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middlci and the section corner to be in the center of onr land. 
So we concluded to sell iL Soon afterwards we were offered 
|t50o in silver and we took it It was worth $i,ooo though 
That was in September, 184a. We moved into the bottom 
and spent the winter. At that time we thought we woaM 
moved to Texas, but the spring of ^43 was so bad we condnded 
to go to Bates county, Mo. My husband went hoisebadL 
through the woods and prairies for the purpose of purchaa^g 
us a home. Finding an old friend on the head off Nab^ credc 
he told him his business. He said : ^ Well, I>dl*binS| I know 
where one is thrt will ).ust suit you.*^ And so be went with 
him to the very spot where Sam Dobbins, ray son, and J<dni 
Woody, my son-in-law, lii'e now. And the minute he laid his 
eyes on it he said : ^ Here is my home and I expect to laiae 
my family and live and die here.^ He purchased it before he 
returned. He gave $300 for it There were two pretty good 
log houses on it, a little bit of orchard, some old boards, and 
fence, and se\-en acres of broke land. 

On the 13th of April we loaded our wagons, gathered up 
all our little lambs, pigs, horses and cattle and started. When 
I saw it I thought, ^Oh ! man, where were your eyes? Fll 
never, live here. You can if you want ta** But I did all the 
same, and owned it until last September, which was Septem- 
ber, '99. I hold no interest in the old homestead now. Bnt 
it seemed as if nature did its best to induce us to stay. The 
streams abounded in beautiful fish, and the hickory and wal- 
nut trees were just loaded down — such times as the girls and 
boys had in autumn, gathering nuts. They had their nuts 
instead of apples. There wasn^t any fruic, except that which 
was wild ; but there was plenty of that. In the hXi the trees 
would just be black w^th m-ild grapes ; as to plums just bush- 
els and bushels, such as couldnH be found in any orchard al 
this day and time. And water melons in season. I have seen 
with my own e\'es forty full grown water melons on one vine* 
And when we got out of honey, we just took an axe, wet«t to 
the woods and with but little trouble secured enough to ^ast 
us a round year. We had vegetables in abundance. It was 
nothing uncommon to have turnips and cabbage thiat wouldn^ 
go in a wooden bucket With such products it isuH any 
woiider we stayed. The first year we came Mr.^ Dobbins 
went to work and of all the making and hauling of rails, yon 
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never saw the like; and that year he fenced in eighty acres 
in pasture and one bnndied acres in a field. And so e%-ery- 
thing proclaimed prosperity. 

Tlie worst drawback to our new home was that we 
conld not buy a yard of cloth between our house and Inde> 
pendence. Money was scarce and goods high. As far as that 
was concerned it didnH bother us any, for we had plent)* of 
cotton, hemp, flax and wool, a loom, wheel, and other necxs* 
sanies, and we well understood the art of converting it into 
cloth, and, therefore, our family fared well ; but I couldn^t 
say as well for neighbors who were not so well prepared. 
Our neighbors were Messrs. Cooper, Snow, Linch, Bmnifield, 
Hawkins, Courtney, Guns, Fu^hers and Adanis by the half 
dozen families. 

Now, I suppose you think we didnH have any religion 
those times, but we did. We had no such idea as living in 
heathendom, without any church houses. Our husbands 
went down into the timber, cut out ever\* old black oak they 
could find, and soon erected a building twenty-two feet long, 
at what is now called the old Conway place. I wish yon 
could have seen them ; some hewing, some chopping, others 
making mortar, sopie one thing,, some another, all hard at 
work. They cut a log out on one side and fixed it so it 
would slip in and out for a window, split ^^lin** logs, bored 
holes and put legs in them, and we all had seats. I have 
seen people confess their sins, chan^ their way of living and 
show deeper love for their master there than I ever saw any 
where else. 

But alas! Ten years to a day after we had been there 
my husband died. I was left a widow with six little children, 
John, Will, Sarah, Jane and little Sammie. We lived there 
happy enough until the war came up, but I am not going to 
enter into any of the details of that. My children, were all 
about grown by this time and we moved out of Bates county 
and stayed five years. Then we returned, built up our home 
anew, and if you will look around you can find things to this 
day to show what .\nn Dobbins did with her poor old hands. 
But praise God! He always blesses us, and I am living hap- 
py enough, two and a half miles east of Mound City, Kansas^ 

Now, I expect you folks \rill laugh at the way us back 
woods folks used to live, but we enjoyed life as much or more 
than people do to^y. 

Ann Dobbins. 
By her grand-daughter, Rena Nkkl. 
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JNO. D. MOORE, Rich Hill, Mo. 

Bom in Tuscarawas County, Ohio, February 2ist» 1B55. 
Came to Missouri in 1858, went to Illinois in 1863 and lived 
there until 1870 when his family located in Vernon County. 
Came to Bates County in April, 1877, and took charge of the Rich 
Hill School (old Rich Hill). Was the Rich Hill correspondent 
of the Bates^Count}' Record in 1877, at which time the coal 
fields were beginning to attract the attention of capital andj the 
papers were using their best efforts to attract the attention of 
railroad people to the advantages of a railroad through Bates 
County. 

Farmed in summer and taught school in winter until twenty- 
five years old. Was principal of the East side school at Rich 
Hill in 1882-3 and soon after the close of that school year, 
engaged in the real estate and insurance business at Rich Hill 
and is still engaged in that business. Vice-President of the 
Farmers and Manufacturers' Bank and Secretary of the Rich 
Hill Fair. 
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